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You may notice we are calling it the Beavers-Lee House rather then the customary Beavers House because the historic research and building assessment work seemed 
like a good time to acknowledge the importance of the Lee family in the historic of the house. The Lees owned the house for more than fifty years and were responsible 
for its stewardship at that time. One of our students interviewed still-living members of the Lee Family who had occupied the house earlier in the 20th century, and their 
personal history of the house was important to expanding our understanding of the house and outbuildings and landscape as it existed in a very different time. 



1938 2014

The students located the historic aerial photos taken by the US Dept of Agriculture from 1938 until the 1990s. On the left you see the Beavers-Lee House in 1938. 


The landscape of the Beavers House property has remained remarkably static since the first half of the twentieth century. The banks of the Chattahoochee remain tree-
lined, but open fields fill the flat flood plains on both sides of the river. This sandy alluvial soil is very different than the heavy clay found up the hill nearer the house. A 
large crescent-shaped area to the north of the house is wooded, cut through with deep ravines used by the house’s occupants to dump their household trash. The 
domestic yard enclosed by the house and its outbuildings was planted in shade trees. Agricultural terracing is visible in the open area surrounding the house on three 
sides. The old courthouse is gone from the central square, but several small commercial buildings can be seen along Cochran Road to the south of the house. 


At this time the Lee family owned the house, and their landholdings included the fields across Cochran Road. The still-extant barn can be seen in the field to the 
southeast of the house. The Campbellton- Fairburn Road crosses the river at a ferry to the northwest of the house. A ferry operated at this location as early as 1850, 
when it was noted on the Campbell County map of that year.


By the first decades of the twenty-first century, the mottled landscape of agriculture and bottomland forest has given way to an expansion of second-growth forest on 
fallow farmland. The commercial buildings adjacent to the Beavers-Lee House are gone, having survived until at least 1960. The ferry operated until at least 1950, but by 
1960 it was replaced by the Hwy 92 bridge and the old ferry road was disused. 


Changes to the Beavers-Lee House made in the 1985-86 renovation are evident. Historic outbuildings are gone and a new garage sits to the west of the house. A 
swimming pool was built immediately behind the house, but it was removed around 2009-10. 



Original construction, c.1835 - 

The original construction date of the Beavers-Lee House is speculative. The construction techniques visible in the house were widely used in the region from the eighteen 
teens until after the Civil War. While the housecould certainly date to the 1820s, the lack of pit-sawn timber (at least as far as we could see) implies the house was built 
after larger sash-sawing sawmill operations were established in the area. The orientation of the house does not align to the grid of Campbellton platted in 1835, implying 
it could predate the grid. The original house was configured as a hall-parlor, with the front of the house facing west. Hypothetically, a porch or portico on the front of the 
house would not have been out of place. At the time, the house was likely bookended by gable-end chimneys, one of which survives to the present. Floor framing 
indicates the presence of at least one rear room behind the parlor room, and probably an open porch over round log joists behind the hall room. A collection of 
outbuildings likely also flanked the house, including a smokehouse, kitchen, privies, and storage buildings.


Rear ell construction, c. 1830s/1840s -  

In the years after original occupation of the house, it was expanded by the addition of a two-room rear ell along the south side. It’s probable that a porch would have 
been present along the north side of this new ell, as the rooms are connected internally en suite and the porch was used as a kind of external hallway. Over succeeding 
years, the back porches would be altered to add interior space where needed.



Reorientation, c. 1850s -  

A major change to the house was made in the years before the Civil War when the exterior was remodeled to move the front of the house to the south side, facing 
Cochran Rd. The old rear room from the original house was reorganized as a central hall, while the rear ell's roofline was raised by roughly three feet to align with the 
roofline of the original house. The roof appears to have been completely reframed to add the hipped turn at the southwest corner. A pedimented portico, Greek Revival in 
aspiration, was appended to the south wall to announce the new entrance. The chimney in the


parlor room was removed and rebuilt on the west wall, and any hypothetical front porch on the west side likely removed at the time as well


HABS, 1936 -  

By the early twentieth century, the house had undergone additional alterations of a utilitarian nature. Sections of the rear porches had been incrementally enclosed to 
provide space for a dining room and an attached kitchen. At this point the house was configured in such a way that rooms could have been rented, like a boarding house, 
with access to a common dining room from each sleeping room. In the throes of the Great Depression, renting rooms in old houses was not an uncommon practice, but, 
with regard to the Beavers-Lee House, this is speculation based upon the room arrangement. 


In 1936 the Historic American Building Survey photographed the house, and a sketch plan was made in the field.



NRHP nomination, 1983 -  

In the fifty years to follow, the Beavers-Lee House finally got indoor plumbing, as the last portion of the old back porch was enclosed for that purpose. The old log joists 
were removed under the bathroom floor, probably to more easily accommodate plumbing pipes. A screened porch was added to the rear. Not seen in these plans is the 
extensive foundation overhaul that replaced the front portico foundation, along with sections of the house’s old pier foundation, with concrete and concrete block. The 
east side gable end chimney was removed and the hole filled in. 


This was the state of the house when documented for the National Register of Historic Places in 1983.


Fountain remodeling, 1985-86 - 


After the purchase of the Beavers-Lee House by Lance and Talitha Fountain, a major remodeling was undertaken which significantly altered the house. A new kitchen 
replaced the old dining room and back porch, a deck was built on the back of the house, the bathroom was expanded, and the two rooms in the old rear ell were 
combined into one. All the house’s windows were replaced, and the old west side front door was removed. All the house's old wood siding was removed and replaced 
with a manufactured fiberboard siding over insulation board. The house was completely rewired and got a ducted HVAC system, probably for the first time in its history.
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There are several issues that need to be immediately addressed in order to stabilize the structure and to prevent further deterioration. The priorities include the following 
(in order of importance)


1) Roofing and Gutters: 


• Repair damaged roofing and replace gutters to prevent water infiltration into the building. 


• Collect and direct water falling on the roof away from the building foundation. 


• In addition, the low-slope roof over the kitchen should be re-roofed with a material more suitable for a low-slope roof, such as standing seam metal with an ice and 
water shield underlayment. 


• New gutters and downspouts should be the half-round type with round downspouts for the most appropriate historic appearance. 


• Guttering should be extended to the west and south sides of the house and the sides of the portico
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2) Tree and Shrub Management Plan:  

• Retain tree assessment professionals to evaluate the condition of the identified distressed trees and to create with a plan for the maintenance or removal of these trees. 


• Remove trees and shrubs planted too close to the house, including the small magnolia, small oak, and the crape myrtles. 


• The goal of this assessment and maintenance plan should be to minimize the hazard of a tree or limb falling on the house, and the reduction or elimination of leaves 
falling on the roof and collecting in the gutters.
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3) Exterior Siding and Trim:  

• The non-historic hardboard siding is failing and missing in many locations. This material has reached the end of its service life and cannot be repaired. 


• The siding is the building envelope weather barrier that is second in importance only to the roof, and the selection of the siding material has a significant impact on the 
house’s appearance. 


• The Beavers-Lee House should be re-sided, ideally using a match for the historic wood siding rather than fiber-cement or other modern material. 


• The rigid insulation board currently on the house may be retained, but the seams must be taped or covered with a house wrap barrier to increase the watertightness of 
the building envelope. 


• This work should provide an opportunity to remove some non-historic exterior trim embellishments (faux dentils) and make necessary trim repairs (fascia, soffit, 
cornerboards, etc.) where needed. 
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4) Chimney and fireplace repair:  

• Remove Portland cement parge coat and concrete buttressing at both chimney lines to assess the condition of brick and mortar joints. 


• Repoint historic brick with an appropriate mortar at the exterior and the firebox interiors. 


• Assess the need for replacement brick in locations where parging or past erosion has damaged brick faces. 


• Rebuild the leaning part of the west chimney above the shoulder. 


• Recap the top of both chimneys. Examine and repair flashings where chimneys meet the roof. Install a cricket behind the west chimney to direct water to the sides of 
the chimney.
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5.  Exterior painting

5) Exterior Paint:  

Prep and repaint the house to protect finishes and minimize decay of wood exposed to the weather. 
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6) Foundation Repair:  

• Remove all parging and stucco on the exterior faces of all foundation parts (piers, infill, concrete block) to allow a fuller assessment of condition.


• Foundation piers are seriously deteriorated at the northwest and southwest corners and may require reconstruction. 


• In general, repair damaged foundation brick and stone where found. 


• Reconstruct the infill stone portions of the west foundation wall.
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7) Windows and Doors:   

• Consider the benefits of replacing non-historic windows from the 1980s with more historically-appropriate new wood windows. 


• Existing windows are deteriorated, much glazing has lost its seal and has fogged over, and several window sills are rotted. 


• The old snap-in grilles are lost and the windows look out of place. 


• A more prudent investment in the future of the Beavers-Lee House may be to replace these damaged 40-year-old window units with new windows, which would offer 
better performance and a better appearance. 


• The historic front door requires some modest repairs. The back door requires some protection from the weather and access from the ground.
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8) Electrical:  

• Following the recommendations of the home inspector, repair deficiencies in the electrical system. 


• Repair security system to limit vandalism and illicit use
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9) HVAC:  

• Repair or replace the HVAC system. 


• The old system is non-functioning, with missing equipment, damaged components, and dirty, uninsulated ducts.
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10) Insulation:  

• Add insulation in attic and repair the rigid insulation on exterior walls. 


• All insulation should be removable and reversible (i.e. no spray foam should be used without a barrier).
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11) Stone Retaining Wall:  

• Rebuild the stone retaining wall along Cochran Rd, including restoring the brick flower pit
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12) Plumbing:  

• Repair plumbing systems, including possible kitchen bathroom remodeling to make both spaces ADA-compliant. 


• Inspect the operation of the septic tank and ensure the existing drainfield has not clogged. 
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13) Accessibility Modifications: 


• Add ramps for wheelchair access, alter bathroom and kitchen layouts for ADA compliance. 
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14) Future Use Modifications:  

• A comprehensive code and accessibility analysis should be performed to determine what alterations may be required for the determine future use(s). 
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15) Garage:  

• Remove the garage if it has no use in the future plans for the house. 


• Retain it and repair it if it is needed for future use. 
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