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ZACK WHITLEY, HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR
 
For Zack Whitley, home is where the heart is, and his 
classroom is wherever he takes his laptop and beloved 
guitar. Today, it’s the sun-filled kitchen in his country home. 
Tomorrow it might be another room, or even outside on his 
family’s 10-acre homeplace in Chatt Hills.
 It’s not just the COVID-19 restrictions that has Zack 
schooling from home these days. He has attended an 
online school since the 7th grade to help fulfill his dream of 
becoming a professional musician. 

A Song in His Heart
Zack started taking an interest in music when he was 
three years old and began taking guitar lessons when he 
turned eight. As soon as he learned his first song, his father 
brought him to the community music night at the Cedar 
Grove recreation center. When Zack stepped up to the mic 
and played “I Saw the Light,” the Cedar Grove musicians 
adopted Zack as one of their own.
 As Zack’s love for music grew, his family planned a 
vacation to the capital of country music, Nashville, Tennes-
see. Zack said that trip was a life-changing experience for 
him. “We visited Tootsies Orchid Lounge, a famous honky-
tonk that hosts live local talent each night. Seeing and 
hearing all of those Nashville musicians was an incredible 
experience. When the entertainment manager asked me 
to play, I couldn’t believe it. I was only 12 years old! That’s 
when I knew I wanted to be a professional musician. I 
asked my mom to homeschool me, so we’d have time to 
go back and forth to Nashville.”

Homeschooling with a Twist
In searching for homeschooling options, Zack’s parents 
found the perfect fit at Liberty University Online Academy, 
an accredited K-12 private Christian school located 
in Lynchburg, Virginia. Its school year consists of two 
18-week semesters. The curriculum is self-paced with 
completion based on student ability and daily assignment 
completion.  A full-time student should complete the 
180-day school year in 10 months. The program at Liberty 
University enabled Zack to complete his school require-
ments early, leaving three weeks to return to Nashville each 
year. 

Living the Dream
Over the next few 
years, doors opened 
for Zack in the musical 
world. In Georgia, he 
continued playing 
with the Cedar Grove 
Musicians, the Country 
Pride band at the Hol-
lonville Opry House, 
and the Williamson 
Music Barn. In Nash-
ville, he was hired to 
play at Tootsies Orchid 
Lounge, and he also 
played on nine televi-
sion shows. 
 In his senior 
year, Zack applied to Middle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro, just 30 minutes from Nashville. He was 
accepted and awarded the MTST Presidential Scholarship. 
Zack will be studying the recording industry and songwrit-
ing while continuing to play guitar in Nashville.
 Like other students, Zack’s graduation ceremony has 
been postponed due to COVID-19. But he decided to 
keep that original date special, so he is releasing his first 
Extended Play album, “Sawdust and Rust,” on May 9. The 
album features five of Zack’s original songs sung by him 
and accompanied by celebrity musicians. 
 For more information visit “Zack Whitley-Music” on 
Facebook. 

Zack Whitley’s first Extended Play 
album, “Sawdust and Rust” will be 
released on May 9.

Zack Whitley attends Liberty University Online Academy, an accredited 
K-12 private school in Lynchburg, Virginia.
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