
 

Community Building: Community Brickworks. by Laurie Searle (4/1/19) 6 

 

Community Building – Community Brickworks 

A Teacher and Two Preachers lay the foundation for Community Brickworks 
With the Rico Cultural Center well under way, Judy 

Henderson enlisted the help of two close friends to 

formalize a nonprofit. 

Judy, who had not yet retired from her teaching career, 

realized the importance of providing programs that 

supported education. Her two friends, Pastor Joyce 

Williamson and Pastor Donna Bailey, realized the 

importance of filling the gaps like home schooling, 

tutoring, and cultural enrichment programs. The idea 

came to them that they could provide the “missing bricks” 

and help build a stronger foundation for the community. 

And with that, they filed a certificate of incorporation with 

the State of Georgia on October 12, 2006, for their 

nonprofit organization, Community Brickworks.  

Early Years: 2006-2008 
During 2006 and 2007, Community Brickworks focused on building its volunteer community library, offering after school 

programs, arts & class workshops, and recreational programs; and providing social activities for the community like 

luncheons, movie nights, and the popular spook house.  

When the City of Chattahoochee Hills started up in 2008, it acquired the building at 6505 Rico Rd for use as its City Hall. 

The first city manager, Bob Simpson, was soon told by the City’s attorneys that allowing Community Brickworks to 

continue operating in City Hall could present a liability for the City.  

“At that time the attorneys advised us that Community Brickworks should carry a $1 million liability insurance policy,” 

Bob said. “They also expressed concern about Community Brickworks operating its programs in the same space as city 

hall functions. They told us to imagine what could happen if kids were running through the same space where city court 

was being held.” It was a difficult decision, but based on the attorneys’ recommendations, the City asked Community 

Brickworks to find a new home.  

“Judy Henderson totally understood,” Bob said; “however, the community was a different story. Residents got very 

angry with the City for asking Community Brickworks to leave. It was a tough time, but working through it with the 

community made us all stronger.”  

The City invited the Chatt Hills Civic Association and Community Brickworks to organize a series of community meetings 

and gather community input on how best to integrate its needs with the requirements of the City. As a result of working 

together, a viable plan was presented and adopted by the City Council. Community Brickworks acquired liability 

insurance and signed a memorandum of agreement with the City. It moved its operations to the left side of the building 

and installed a door that could be locked so as to separate its business from city functions when needed. It was also 

allowed free use of the facility, including use of the meeting room for community functions. It was a win-win solution.  

   

Pastors Joyce Williamson and Donna Baily, and Judy Henderson laid the 
first symbolic bricks for their nonprofit Community Brickworks in 2006. 
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Community Brickworks Today 

COMMUNITY BRICKWORKS LIBRARY 

The door is always open at the Community Brickworks Library, even when 

it’s closed. If you stop by on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday from noon to 

2:00ish, you’ll meet friendly volunteer David Breece at the desk, maybe 

working on a craft project as he passes the time. Later in the day, Jane 

Strickland, Nan Huffmaster, and Estelle Stichcomb pitch in to help. 

Wednesday volunteers Sandy Simblist, Diane Hautt, Jacqueline Canon-Hall, 

and Carla Carrabino ready the food bank and help in the library. Through-

out the week, many more worker bees lend a helping hand.   

And when the library door is closed? Residents are welcome to come in 

and check out a book or DVD – for as long as they like – using the honor 

system.  

The all-volunteer community library boasts a collection of 25,000 books, 

audio books, and DVDs which are made available to the community, and to 

the Chatt Hills Charter School and prison ministries through special borrow programs.   

Need a free book? Check out the large book cabinet in the city hall foyer and help yourself. Have some books you want 

to donate? The Library will gladly accept them. How about a large print book? The Library is in the process of re-

arranging a shelf just for large print books, along with a comfy chair for your reading enjoyment.   

COMMUNITY BRICKWORKS FOOD BANK 

While Community Brickworks has always found a way to help residents in 

need of food, it has stepped up its efforts in past few years thanks to its 

many partnerships, donations, and volunteers. 

Two years ago, Brickworks applied to the Midwest Food Bank in Peachtree 

City and has since been receiving food staples and frozen foods. With the 

recent donation of a large freezer, Brickworks can now accept whole turkeys 

and hams. Judy still laughs at the one donation it received that had 

everyone stumped. “We received 6 blocks of ice with 30 crabs in each block. 

It took us a while to figure out how to process those,” she said. 

The Brickworks food pantry also receives donations the Palmetto Foodbank, 

church food drives, and grant funds. The funding they receive enables their 

nonprofit to assist residents once a year who need help paying their utility 

bills. Judy says their hope is to one day move to a “one roof” concept, where 

the community can make one call to Brickworks for its needs, and in turn Brickworks can connect them with other 

services through local churches and nonprofit organizations.  

The Community Brickworks Food Bank is open on Wednesdays from 1:00-6:00 p.m. Residents in Chatt Hills, Palmetto, 

and Fairburn may have two plastic grocery bags (or 1 cloth bag) of items per family per month, and may also request a 

turkey or turkey breast. Items include: canned protein (chicken, tuna, spam, Vienna sausages, peanut butter), meal 

items (noodles, soup, and mac & cheese), breakfast items (pancake mix, cereal, evaporated milk, and jelly), canned 

goods, and personal items such as toiletries and cleaning supplies.   

David Breece has volunteered at the library since 
December 2015. 

Lynda Kozarski, Carla Carrabino, and Sandy 
Simblist volunteer at the food bank. 

Community Brickworks . . .  
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COMMUNITY BRICKWORKS – RICO PARK BALL LEAGUE 

In 2009, Chatt Hills resident Lila Rhyne had a “field of dreams” idea. Her 

children, and her brother’s children, had no place to play softball after their 

leagues closed, so her mother suggested she start a Chatt Hills ball league. 

Lila approached Judy Henderson with the idea, hoping to get her nonprofit’s 

support for this recreational program. Judy said, “Let’s do it,” so they made 

an announcement for a community meeting to see if there was any interest.  

Only three mothers showed up, but they were all for the idea so they went 

ahead with registration. To their surprise, 59 kids signed up for the first 

league. In years since, the largest league had 130 kids. For the 11th season 

this year, 70 have registered. (Opening Ceremony is March 30 at 9:20 a.m.)  

The Rico Ball League has had a positive impact on the kids and community. 

It brought Rico Park to “life” every Saturday morning in early spring through 

mid-May. It introduced the game of baseball to so many children, including 

several with special needs who might not have had the opportunity to play elsewhere. And it inspired Community 

Brickworks to gift a concession stand to the City of Chattahoochee Hills at Rico Park. Community Brickworks raised the 

necessary funds and resources, and Alan Merrill led a huge group of volunteers who worked together to build “Judy’s 

Home Plate Concession Stand”.   

Lila and Judy are thankful for the many volunteers who have helped make the Rico Park Ball League a successful run. In 

addition to themselves, resident Kenneth Bryant is the last of the original volunteers who started this league. They are 

also grateful to Chris Marks and his Modern Woodmen of America organization for their on-going support.  

COMMUNITY BRICKWORKS FELLOWSHIP  

Many residents think of Community Brickworks as the heart of Chatt Hills. In 

November and December 2018, they coordinated efforts and provided 59 food 

boxes to families and 102 children gifts to make it through the holidays. 

Also, in 2018, Community Brickworks began partnering with local churches to 

host free monthly community luncheons as a way to help build a strong sense 

of community, and also offer hot lunches to those in their food program. 

VOLUNTEERS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, PARTNERS 

Community Brickworks thanks its many volunteers, its boards of directors, 

and its many partners listed below for their help in making Chatt Hills and the 

surrounding areas a better place to live. 

Palmetto Food Pantry, Midwest Food Bank, Bauer Foundation, Greystone 

Foundation, City of Chattahoochee Hills, Modern Woodman of America,  

Rico United Methodist Church, Antioch United Methodist Church, New Hope 

United Methodist Church, Providence Baptist Church, Sardis Baptist Church, 

Friendship Baptist Church, Interfaith Fellowship at Serenbe, Palmetto Masonic 

Lodge #74, Campbellton Masonic Lodge #76, and Chatt Hills Capital View Masonic Lodge #64.

Community Brickworks  

2019 Board of Directors 

1. Judy Henderson, director 

2. Carla Carrabino, board chair 

3. Joe Heiberger, treasurer  

4. Jane Strickland, secretary 

5. Diane Hautt 

6. Elaine Bryant 

7. Ernie Henderson 

8. Jacqueline Hall 

9. Sandy Simblist 

Lila Rhyne and Judy Henderson are the winning 
team behind the Rico Ball League. 

Community Brickworks . . .  




