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In 1995, The Trust for Public Land partnered with other conservationists to create 

the Chattahoochee River Land Protection Campaign, a long-term effort to establish a 

green corridor along the river, extending from the north Georgia Mountains around 

Helen south to Columbus.  

To date, it has conserved over 75 miles of river frontage and more than 18,000 

acres of land in the river corridor, at an acquisition cost of more than $260 million.  

The campaign goals include protecting safe and clean drinking water, providing 

places for people to hike, bike, fish, and jog, enhancing the quality of life in 

communities along the river, and protecting natural habitat in the midst of a rapidly 

developing region. 
 



  

The Trust for Public Land and its Chattahoochee River Land Protection Campaign 

has to date preserved two areas of land in Chatt Hills along the Chattahoochee River 

for future park development.  

The Beavers house property acquired and conveyed to Fulton County in 2003 

preserved 16.3 acres of land and 1,920 feet of frontage on the southern bank of the 

Chattahoochee River. 

 The Jones Ferry greenspace property acquired and conveyed to Fulton County in 

2006, preserved 102.49 acres of land that fronts the Chattahoochee River. 

Fulton County anticipated that these acquisitions would lead to future regional 

parks for unincorporated South Fulton County, a recreational area of the 

Chattahoochee River, and a potential connection to Douglas County Boundary Waters 

Park as well as linkage with the National park Service’s anticipated Middle 

Chattahoochee River Blue Trail.  
 





  

Blue Water Trail 

Recently, cities along the Chattahoochee River have embraced their riverfronts as 

a focus for redevelopment. Now they are joining The Trust for Public Land to create a 

paddling trail along a beautiful, 52-mile stretch of the river—establishing it as a 

destination for recreation and ecotourism while boosting the valley's economy and 

quality of life. The blueway water trail will include launch points, portages, and camp 

spots for canoeists, paddleboarders, and kayakers. It is expected to generate more 

than 50 jobs and at least $3 million annually for local economies. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

Property Valued for its 

Green & Blue Space 



  

Whereas as earlier purchases of the property primarily focused 

on the Beavers house, the 2003 purchase shifted focus to the 

property’s green & blue spaces. 

The 16.3 acre tract contained a mix of wooded areas and open 

pastures with a moderately rolling topography. Additionally the tract 

had a total of 1,920 feet of frontage on the southern bank of the 

Chattahoochee River. 

Fulton County realized the potential to develop this property 

into a park; however, for unknown reasons, the county never took 

action. Consequently, the Beavers house fell into disrepair, all 

previous renovations soon unrecognizable.   
 



  



  



 



  

Chatt Hills Blue Trails 

An idea explored 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Nov. 2010, Charlotte Gills from the National Park Service gave Chatt Hills an 

overview of the Blue Trails initiative to offer a series of boat ramps along the 

Chattahoochee River that would form a waterway trail.  

City staff, volunteers and Ms. Gills scouted a number of potential sites in Chatt 

Hills to see if there was an opportunity for the city to be a part of the Blue Trail 

initiative.  The Chatt hills site could potentially be funded through a grant that would 

provide up to $100,000. The group visited three potential site locations: 



 

  
Site 1 on Garretts Ferry Rd 

consisted of three parcels. 

Site 2 on Capps Ferry Rd 

consisted of two parcels. 

All properties in sites 1 and 2 

were privately owned by Garber 

Real Estate.  
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Site 3 consisted of undeveloped parkland owned 

by Chatt Hills.  

This is the same land acquired by the Trust for 

Public Land in 2011, then called Palmetto Farms.  

Chatt Hills was able to purchase the land from 

Fulton County when it became a city, through funds 

raised by a community volunteer effort.  
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The Beavers house property was not 

considered at the time because the parcel was 

not within the City of Chattahoochee Hills. 

If the property had been within the city’s 

limits, it could have offered a second public 

access point to the river, extending the 

potential Blue Trail to 14 miles of river access. 
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