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COOPER: Duncan G. Campbell: Campbell County’s namesake 

 

Google some basic information regarding Douglas County and you quickly discover the county, 

prior to 1870, was part of Campbell County. Google a bit further and you see Campbell County 

formed 188 years ago per a legislative act on December 20, 1828. 

Campbell County was named for Duncan Greene Campbell. Most official sources will tell you 

Campbell’s claim to fame was he negotiated the Treaty of Indian Springs which freed up 

thousands of acres of land for settlement in Georgia including the land that would become 

Campbell County and later Douglas County. 

When you dig a little further the story behind Duncan Greene Campbell gets even more 

interesting. He was born in North Carolina on February 17, 1787. Once he graduated from 

Chapel Hill University Campbell made his way to Georgia arriving in the town of Washington 

located in Wilkes County. He took a position as principal of the female academy, and he studied 

law with Judge John Griffin. Campbell was admitted to the bar, and was soon handed Judge 

Griffin’s established law practice as Griffin was in poor health. 

In October, 1810, Campbell married Mary Williamson who was known to family and friends as 

“Polly." The couple made their home located on Liberty Road in Washington. Their son, John 

Archibald Campbell, was born in the home in 1811, and it still stands. He has a place in U.S. 

history, as well, serving as a U.S. Supreme Court justice from 1853 until the outbreak of the 

Civil War. 

In 1816, Duncan G. Campbell was elected solicitor general of the western circuit. Following his 

term as solicitor Campbell was elected as a Wilkes County representative in the General 

Assembly. He served a total of four terms. 

It was during this time Campbell earned his reputation for championing female education in 

Georgia being the first man in the state’s history to introduce a bill for the education of girls. He 

gained a large amount of attention in the process, and opened the door for future action. 

It is said that Campbell’s talents were not the highest order, and he was not an eloquent speaker. 

Still, his shortcomings did not stop President James Monroe from appointing him along with 

Major James Meriwether as commissioners to secure a treaty with the Creek Indians in July, 

1824. Their goal was to secure the remaining Creek lands in Georgia and Alabama for the United 

States. 

In December 1824 Campbell and Meriwether met with the Creek National Council led by Big 

Warrior and Little Prince. The natives refused all efforts to cede their lands arguing the United 
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States had never kept their promises, and the men would not violate a Creek law which forbid 

any council member ceding lands under penalty of death. 

A frustrated and overwhelmed Campbell and Meriwether were determined to carry out their 

mission. They turned to William McIntosh who was a council member but not a tribal chief, and 

a deal was struck referred to as the Indian Springs Treaty. Monies totaling $400,000 were part of 

the bargain, with half of that going directly to McIntosh, along with all Creek lands in Georgia 

and three million acres in Alabama to the U.S. government. 

Members of the Creek National Council were outraged, and a long and bitter political 

controversy began. The matter was a front and center issue between the candidates for Georgia’s 

governor — Governor George M. Troup and General John Clarke. Troup won re-election by a 

small margin in the state’s first popular election. 

 


