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OUR COMMUNITY

Back in late 1991, Dave Hanson and 
I commenced our search for acreage 
and a home in proximity to Fairburn’s 
Georgia Renaissance Festival,  where 
Dave and I had met about four 
years prior. He was a jouster from 
Minnesota and owned the action 
theatre company, Knights of Pen-
dragon, along with three former polo 
ponies-turned-joust horses. I drew 
caricatures at the Renn Fest as a 
weekend gig while living and working 
as a Graphic Designer in Atlanta. We 
saw the Goodes property in one of 
those real estate booklets (remember 
those?) and marveled at its rural 
beauty. It appeared this region was a 
little secret in the Atlanta metro area.
 We purchased the land and small 
farmhouse from Mrs. Bonelle Keith, 
the widow of Mr. Charles Keith, in 
January of 1992. Bill Creel was the 
realtor representing Mrs. Keith, and 
would also become our new neighbor. 
The importance and relevance of the 
Goodes community was not lost on 
us, even as the new residents of the 
Goodes property.
 The cute farmhouse was perfect 

for us, and the property, once fenced, 
would work well for the horses (and 
the eventual ponies, goats, llama, 
pot-belly pig, and chickens). Dave 
held rehearsals for his joust show in 
the former garden area next to the 
peach, apple, and pear tree grove. We 
would notice an occasional spectator 
along the road, pulled over to watch 
the knights on horseback practicing 
games and lance passes. The “shop” 
building near the front of the property 
worked perfectly to hold the props 
and equipment. That building would 
also see another blacksmith work in 
it, for Dave attended Casey & Son 
Horseshoeing School in North Georgia 
and learned the art of smithing with 
a propane forge. The old Pendragon 
U-Haul parked there has become a 
permanent memorial to the show. 
 Shortly after purchasing the main 
property, we bought the triangle lot 
across Rico Road from us. We had 
dreams of putting up more fencing 
for animals, but with no water access 
it has been left empty. We learned it 
served as an active cotton gin loca-
tion up until the 1930s. After the boll 

weevil came through the South, the 
building was abandoned and burned 
down. Neighbors later used that 
property to grow melons to benefit 
the nearby New Hope Methodist 
Church missions.
 We made some of our first neigh-
bor friends at New Hope Methodist’s 
Wednesday night church suppers. 
Chatting with families who’ve lived 
here for generations gave us a better 
understanding of the history around 
us. Sara Ann Alford was among our 
first dear friends, and we were bless-
ed to have her sister Molcie move 
close to us on Atlanta Newnan Road, 
across from their family’s homestead 
property. They provided so much rich 
history about this area where they 
were raised. The wife of the pastor 
there, Christina Williams, shared the 
Palmetto History book with us.  I re-
member reading through it with fervor, 
trying to commit to memory the family 
names that filled the pages. 
 We held our wedding on the 
property in 1993. A big white tent was 
erected in front of the house for the 
reception. The ceremony took place 
behind the old barn, conducted by 
Dave’s father, a Lutheran minister 
from Illinois. Guests and the wedding 
party were shuttled to the location by 
horse-drawn carriage. The day was a 
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hot and steamy 3rd of July. We had a 
real fireworks show and invited all our 
neighbors to pull up lawn chairs to 
enjoy the celebratory display.
 Our children, Amelia and August, 
were born and raised here. We built 
a new house up in the woods behind 
the barn, as the little blue farmhouse 
was bursting at the seams. Neighbor 
Dorsey Earnest (married to Peggy 
Keith – a native of Goodes and niece 
of the family who owned the Goodes 
property) was the contractor, now 
retired. 
 Another of our special neighbors, 
and as we liked to call him, the mayor 
of Goodes, was Mr. Charles Jackson. 
He was born and raised on a nearby 
property. As a child he remembered 
watching the old-timers play checkers 
at the Goodes Country Store. The 
general store had a gas pump, and 
the Amoco sign was later converted 
to the Goodes sign still standing. 
He married Thelma who grew up 
almost right next door to him. They 
never moved from the area, and Mrs. 

Jackson still lives on their property 
alongside her extended family. 
 We sat down with Mr. Charles one 
day long ago to learn more about the 
history within the Goodes Community. 
That’s where we learned about the 
cotton gin on the triangle, the post 
office, the blacksmith shop, the 
schoolhouse, and the old sharecrop-
per house that we had lived in. We 
can still see evidence of the terraced 
slopes created for farming along 
Atlanta Newnan Road. 
 Dave loves the Christmas 
holidays and decorates the Good-
es corner every holiday season. 
Neighbors decided to contribute to 
the cause and donated funds and 
energy to purchasing and planting the 
Goodes Christmas Tree from Lamar’s 
local tree farm on Campbellton-Red-
wine Road. Hugh Tyer orchestrated 
the project perfectly. Every year the 
tree gets bigger and wider and more 
beautiful--but also more challenging 
to decorate! 
 Our children both graduated from 
Arlington Christian School in Fairburn 
and still live on the “compound.”  We 

have seen many changes happen to 
our community in our almost 30 years 
of making our home here, as have the 
families who’ve lived here for gener-
ations. We appreciate and embrace 
the history this area has to offer, and 
the memories we all continue to make 
together. 
 For more information: http://www.
chatthillshistory.com/goodes.html
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