
Campbellton Lodge #76 

1848-2016 



Campbell County was created by an act of the Georgia Legislature on December 
20, 1828 and took lands from Carroll County, Coweta County, Dekalb County, and 
Fayette County. Campbell County was 12 miles in length, 16 miles in width, and 
totaled 192 square miles. 
 
Campbell  County was named in honor of Colonel Duncan Campbell who, along 
with James Meriwether, negotiated the Indian Springs Treaty with Chief William 
McIntosh which ceded Creek Indian land to the government on February 12, 
1825. 



Chief William McIntosh 
 

His participation in the drafting and signing of the 
Treaty of Indian Springs of 1825 led to his execution 
by a contingent of Upper Creeks led by Chief 
Menawa. 
 
Despite the fervent opposition of many Upper 
Creeks, and with Troup's assurances of protection, 
Chief McIntosh, together with a small contingent of 
mostly Lower Creek chiefs, negotiated the second 
Treaty of Indian Springs, in 1825. This treaty 
provided for the cession of virtually all Creek land 
remaining in the state of Georgia in exchange for a 
payment of $200,000. A controversial article in the 
treaty provided additional payment to McIntosh for 
the lands granted to him in the 1821 treaty. On 
February 12, 1825, only six chiefs, including 
McIntosh, signed the document. McIntosh's motives 
have since been debated. 
 



Whatever his motivations were, the Treaty of 
Indian Springs cost him his life. According to a 
Creek law that McIntosh himself had supported, 
a sentence of execution awaited any Creek 
leader who ceded land to the United States 
without the full assent of the entire Creek 
Nation. Just before dawn on April 30, 1825, 
Upper Creek chief Menawa, accompanied by 200 
Creek warriors, attacked McIntosh at Lockchau 
Talofau to carry out the sentence. They set fire to 
his home and shot and stabbed to him to death. 



The town of Campbellton was laid out on a prominent hill overlooking the 
Chattahoochee River and was designated as the county seat about 1829. 

The John S. Beaver house, located on 
the town square adjacent to the 
original courthouse, was one of the 
first residences built in Campbellton. 
By an act of the General Assembly, 
dated December 20, 1828, the 
Superior and Inferior Courts, as well as 
elections, were to be held in the 
Beaver House until a permanent 
courthouse could be constructed. 



The photograph depicts Campbellton women entering the Beaver house for an 
apparent social event. The date of the photograph is unknown. 



The photograph above shows the town square of Campbellton.  The Beaver house 
can be seen in the background with several other buildings.  The photograph was 

taken circa 1860. 



The photograph above depicts the only known photograph of the original 
courthouse located on the town square across the street from the Beaver house.  
The county seat was moved to Fairburn in 1870 where it remained until Campbell 
County was dissolved. The building was dismantled by Mr. Robert Cook circa 1914. 
The materials were used to construct a barn on his farm. 
 



Campbellton Methodist 
Church, located behind the 
Masonic Lodge on 
Campbellton Fairburn Road, 
was founded in 1830. 
 
The church cemetery is the 
final resting place of 
numerous un-named 
Confederate and Union 
soldiers that died in battles in 
and around Campbellton 
during the summer of 1864. 
 
Many prominent charter 
members and past members 
of Campbellton Lodge are 
buried in the cemetery as 
well. 



The Campbellton Ferry was located on the Chattahoochee River just south of 
present day Highway 92 and ran from the 1820’s until 1958.  The ferry was 

primarily run by Joe Brock and his son, Henry Brock. 



Campbellton Baptist Church, now located 
beside the Masonic Lodge on Church 
Street, was originally located on Cochran 
Road beside the Beaver house.  The 
original church was destroyed by fire but 
the old cemetery remains. 



Owl Rock Methodist Church, near 
the corner of Campbellton Road and 

Union Road, was founded in 1828 
and was named for the large rock 

resembling an owl located near the 
cemetery. 



As best can be determined, John Campbell, the first Worshipful Master of Campbellton 
Lodge, is buried in the cemetery at Owl Rock Methodist Church. 
 
According to the faint markings on top of the grave, John Campbell moved with his 
parents from Ireland to Campbell County in the 1820’s. 
 
There is no known photograph of John Campbell to display in the Lodge. 
 
 



The Latham plantation home was once located near the present day  intersection 
of Highway 92 and Cascade Palmetto Highway.  The home was built in the 1830’s 
by Colonel Thomas Latham. Colonel Latham was a charter member of Campbellton 
Lodge, Worshipful Master in 1857, former Solicitor General of the Coweta Judicial 
Circuit, and a State Legislator. 





Joe Brock ran the Pumpkintown Ferry 
for many years. 
 
Pumpkintown, located at the dead end 
of Rivertown Road, was initially a Creek 
Indian Village and trading post. 
 
Many artifacts, to include arrowheads 
and pottery, have been recovered from 
the area. 





The Bullard-Henley plantation home sits on Highway 92 near Highway 166 and the 
Chattahoochee River. The home was built circa 1835 and was used as a camp by 

Union forces during the Civil War. 



The Ballard Plantation was located at the intersection of Cascade Palmetto Highway 
and Roosevelt Highway in Palmetto.  On September 26, 1864, Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis met with General John Bell Hood at the home to discuss recent 
misfortunes of the Army of Tennessee. 
 
The plantation has since been split up and the main house demolished and replaced 
with a convenience store. 



The Harrison Plantation was 
located at Pumpkintown, at 
the dead end of Rivertown 
Road. 
 
Nathaniel Harrison’s main 
home was located on a hill 
overlooking the 
Chattahoochee River. 
 
The home is long since gone 
but the foundation remains. 
 
Nathaniel Harrison is buried in 
the woods nearby.  His marker 
reads,  
 

“NATHANIEL  HARRISON 
WAS BORN FEB THE 11, 1790 

DIED JULY THE 1, 1868 
HE DIED AS HE LIVED 

AN HONEST MAN” 



New Manchester Mill, a textile mill, was located on Sweetwater Creek in 
present day Douglas County. On July 9, 1864, Union soldiers, acting on orders 

of General William Tecumseh Sherman, burned the mill and shipped the 
workers, mainly women, up north. 



Not much remains of the 1248 acre 
Gormon-Austell Plantation that once sat 
on both sides of the Chattahoochee River. 
 
Alfred Austell purchased the plantation 
from James Gormon for $12000.00 in 
1873.  The purchase included the farm and 
ferry, which crossed the Chattahoochee 
River. 
 
The photographs depict sharecropper 
houses that still stand today. 



As the years progressed, the 
railroad began surveying for a 
line between Atlanta and 
Montgomery, Alabama. 
Campbellton was eyed as a likely 
stop along the railroad. 
 
According to local lore, the 
residents of Campbellton armed 
themselves and prevented the 
surveyors from entering 
Campbellton. 
 
As a result, the railroad was laid 
through nearby Fairburn.  In 
1870, the county seat was 
moved to Fairburn and 
remained there until Campbell 
County was dissolved. 



Boys riding horses to the Campbell County Fair. 
Circa 1937 



Dixie Tallyho Motor Company Inc. 
Circa 1950’s 



Camp Koweta 
Circa 1930’s 



Founding of Campbellton Lodge 
On August 4, 1848, Colonel Thomas Latham, Colonel William Morgan, William F. 
Devine, Isaac N. Smith, Benjamin Camp, William M. Butt, Moses M. Smith, Evans B. 
Whitley, Robert J. Tuggle, and John Campbell met to discuss the formation of a 
Masonic Lodge. 
 
“On motion of Thos. A. Latham, Robert J. Tuggle was to act as secretary. The following 
committee as appointed to examine all those who could not be vouched for by Master 
Mason as being Master Masons. Col. Wm. Morgan, Devine, Isaac N. Smith was said 
committee upon the election of the following gentlemen, Evans B. Whitley, John Campbell, 
and Moses M. Smith. It was determined that as Master Masons all becoming satisfied that 
all the above named Master Masons at a motion of a member ordered unanimously that the 
name of John Campbell was by the secretary in the petition first made. Thomas A. Latham, 
Senior Warden and Evans Whitley as Junior Warden all the above Master Masons decreed 
the petition prepared to sending to he Grand Lodge at this place to be called Cambellton 
Lodge. The Lodge adjourned to meet on Saturday night the 4th.” 



Photograph of minutes of the first 
regular communication of 
Campbellton Lodge #76 on 

Saturday, September 4, 1848 



Photograph of the first 
petition read at 

Campbellton Lodge. 
 
 
 

The petition, submitted by 
William McBartlett, was 

read at the first 
communication on 

Saturday, September 4, 
1848 



Alfred Austell was a Past Master of 
Campbellton Lodge and founded 

the First Bank of Atlanta 

Historical buffs will note the name 
of Alfred Austell on he check 

presented Scarlett O’Hara in Gone 
With The Wind 



Unique in Georgia, and possibly 
the entire nation, is a life size 

portrait of Grand Master Hiram 
Abiff. 

 
The portrait was purchased in 1851 
after Alfred Austell negotiated with 
New York artist James Whitehorn, 

to complete the painting. 
 

On March 14, 1851, the portrait 
was completed and shipped to 
Savannah, Georgia aboard the 

steamship “Florida”. 
 

Alfred Austell travelled from 
Campbellton to Savannah and 
returned with the portrait for 

$50.74, which was the total cost to 
the Lodge. 



Much of the furniture used in the Lodge today is original to the Lodge. The 
Brethren of Campbellton Lodge strive to keep the Lodge in its original form, or as 

close as possible. Save a few table legs. . .  



Note the signature of Robert J. 
Tuggle Jr. on the Campbell 

County currency. 
 

Robert Tuggle was a charter 
member of Campbellton Lodge 
and the Lodge’s first secretary 



William M. Butt was a prominent 
attorney, Judge of the Inferior and 

Superior Court of Campbell 
County, and Mayor of Atlanta in 

1854. 
 

William Butt was also a charter 
member of Campbellton Lodge. 



Campbellton and the Civil War 

In January 1861, the Southern States seceded from the Union and so began the 
bloodiest war in American history.  A war that divided the nation also inflicted great 

hardship on the Masonic Fraternity.  Brethren were called to pick up arms and square 
off against one another in defense of their homes and families. 

 
 
 

When the call to arms sounded, the men of Campbellton hastily answered the call 
and volunteered their services in defense of their country and way of life. 



Company A, 21st Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the “Campbell 
County Guards” 
 
Company F, 30th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the Campbell 
Sharpshooters” 
 
Company G, 30th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the Campbell 
Gray” 
 
Company K, 30th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the 
Chattahoochee Volunteers 
 
Company C, 53th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the Campbell 
Rangers” 
 
Company E, 35th Regiment of the Georgia Volunteer Infantry, known as the Campbell 
Volunteers” 
 
Company K, 41st Regiment of the Army of Tennessee, known as the Campbell Salt 
Springs Guards: 
 



Many members of Campbellton Lodge answered the call to arms and volunteered 
their services in defense of their homeland: 
 
James Aderhold, Musician, Company A, 21st Regiment 
James J. Beall, Captain, Company C, 19th Regiment 
James M. Brown, Private, Company A, 21st Regiment 
William M. Butt, Captain, Company A, 21st Regiment 
Benjamin A. Camp, Private, Company A, 21st Regiment 
James M. Cantrell, Private, Company A, 21st Regiment 
William J. Garrett, Private, Company K, 30th Regiment 
James M. Gorman, Private, Company A, 21st Regiment 
George Hammond, 1st. Lt., Company A, 21st Regiment 
A.J. Hindman, Private, Company G, 30th Regiment 
Benjamin F. Hitch, Private, Company C, 35th Regiment 
Martin E. Smith, Private, Company G, 30th Regiment 
A.C. Watkins, Captain, Company A, 21st Regiment 
David P. White, Private, Company E, 35th Regiment 
George A. Will, Private, Company K, 41st Regiment 

35th Regiment 



One of the interesting artifacts 
maintained in the Lodge archives is the 
proceedings of the Annual 
Communication for the Grand Lodge of 
Georgia in 1863. 
 
During this time, the Civil War was 
raging and the Masonic Fraternity was 
still trying to function as normally as 
possible. 



This photograph depicts the roster for Campbellton Lodge in the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of Georgia  for the year 1863. 
 
Pay particular attention to the names of the Brethren serving in the Confederate 
States Army. 



When Brother Allan Campbell Watkins 
left for war on June 6, 1861, he entrusted 
his Masonic Apron to his wife for safe 
keeping.  
 
 After his death at the battle of 
Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863, his 
widow gave the apron to his son, John P. 
Watkins.  After his death, the apron was 
returned to the Lodge by Allan Campbell 
Watkins’ granddaughter with the request 
it be displayed in the Lodge. 
 
It sits behind the Senior Warden’s station. 



Brother Allan Campbell Watkins was a 
Captain in Company A, 21st Regiment of 
the Georgia Volunteer Army. 
 
Before the war, Brother Watkins was a 
merchant in Campbellton and served as 
the Sheriff for several years. 
 
In the book, History of Dole-Cook 
Brigade, Army of Northern Virginia, 
author Henry W. Thomas writes of 
Captain Watkins, “He was a most 
popular young man, loved by all who 
knew him, and knew not the meaning of 
fear, morally or physically.” 



As General Sherman lay siege to 
the City of Atlanta during the 
summer of 1864, Campbellton 
became a strategic location to 
both Confederate and Union 
forces. 
 
Because it was located on the 
Chattahoochee River, had a ferry 
crossing, and had a low water 
crossing, it was eyed as a likely 
location for Union forces to 
outflank and get behind 
Confederate forces. 
 
From early July through mid 
September 1864, there were at 
least 7 battles fought in and 
around Campbellton as part of 
the larger battle of Atlanta. 



During one battle on July 28, 1864, Union forces comprised of the 1st Wisconsin 
Calvary and Confederate forces consisting of the Georgia 30th Infantry Regiment, 
the Georgia 40th Infantry Regiment, the Georgia 41st Infantry Regiment, and the 
Georgia 66th Infantry Regiment fought. 
 
 
The 1st Wisconsin Cavalry was repulsed, losing a Major, a Lieutenant, and nine 
men. 
 
 
In a letter from Major General George H. Thomas to Major General William T. 
Sherman dated August 1, 1864 at 9:00 P.M., Thomas states, “The First Wisconsin 
was cut off at Campbellton, and returned two days ago. I will send you a report in 
the morning.” 



General Sherman’s forces, for 
the most part, spared 

Campbellton the devastation 
inflicted upon the rest of the 

area 
 

Military equipment littered the 
roads and the courthouse 

sustained damage from artillery 
fire. 

 



Sherman’s sparing of Campbellton may 
be attributed to the fact he had visited 

Campbellton once before. 
 

Cadet Henry Thomas Latham Jr. died 
from illness while attending the United 
States Military Academy at West Point. 

 
His classmates attended his funeral at 

the Campbellton Methodist Church and 
erected a monument in his memory. 

 
Among his classmates…Robert E. Lee 

and William T. Sherman…among 
others… 

 



Thomas C. Glover 

  

Captain June 6, 1861 

Major July 27, 1862 

Lieutenant Colonel April 18, 1864 

  

Killed at Winchester Virginia on September 

19, 1864 
  

After the war, the remnants of Company A of the 21st Regiment of 

the Georgia Volunteer Infantry held a reunion at Campbellton.  In 

June of 1867, Lizzie Glover, the widow of  Captain T.C. Glover, 

called a reunion of all    members of Company A who agreed to hold 

annual reunions. 

 Excerpts from a letter written by Lizzie Glover      

describes the first reunion: 

  

 “With this view and hope and thought, I called our 

company to meet at Old Campbellton.  Of the two hundred men who 

went out, not thirty got home, and only twelve met that day; there 

were others of other regiments.  Colonel Tom Latham was orator of 

the day.  We had the same drummer and fifer at the next reunion who 

went all through the war.  That day we had an excellent free dinner, 

and many amusing reminiscences of the war.  From this little reunion 

has grown the immense reunions of the day. 

 Our veterans, God bless them! Are going one by one to 

the other side.  Their ranks are thinning, they will soon be all gone, 

and there will be a happy reunion on the other shore. 

 Hoping to meet them, with a heart full of love for the 

cause, I am, 

    Respectfully, 

  

    Mrs. Lizzie Glover” 
  











Still Going 

• Not much has changed at Campbellton as when it was 
first created. . . We still keep Berry Brock and other old 
timers near the door to keep off interlopers. . . 

 

 

• The Brethren have made improvements to the Lodge in 
the form of modern conveniences and the kitchen of 
the Lodge was remolded some years ago and repaired 


