
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Hutcheson Ferry Park Grand Opening: Ribbon Cutting Met with Thunderous Applause 

By: Laurie Searle 
 

Mother Nature held stormy weather at bay just long 

enough for the ribbon cutting ceremony at Hutcheson 

Ferry Park last Saturday.   

Then as if on cue, thunder erupted like applause, 

accompanied by a fantastic show of lightening that 

created a fireworks-type display for the small but 

enthusiast audience. 

An estimated 100+ residents, friends, and public officials 

gathered at Hutcheson Ferry Park to celebrate the 

park’s official opening by the city of Chattahoochee Hills 

on June 18, 2011.  

The event kicked-off with music by Homegrown Revival, a 

Folk and Bluegrass band that captured the heart of our 

community at the Serenbe MayDay Festival this year.  

While the band played on, friends set their picnic tables  

with everything from red-checked table cloths and paper 

plates, to antique silver candelabras artfully placed on vintage lace doilies.  

Of course a picnic wouldn’t be a picnic without fun and games.  Park Friend Judy Henderson, from Community 

Brickworks, offered the kids plenty of fun activities including lawn hopscotch, a scavenger hunt to collect interesting 

facts from the adults like their birthdays, and twisty-turny games that had the kids all tied up in knots.   

Closer to the stage, a variety of tents, canopies, and table-top displays offered guests the opportunity to visit with 

members from Friends of Chatt Hills Parks, Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society, Backcountry Horseman of Middle 

and South Georgia, and the Chattahoochee Hills Police to learn about their community and recreational programs.  

Of particular interest was a historical map contributed by resident Ken Langley.  The 1864 Confederate Map showed 

the parcels in our community, along with the names of the property owners, the locations of the ferries along the 

river, mills, stills, churches, and other landmarks.  

 

 C H A T T A H O O C H E E  H I L L S  

 COMMUNITY BULLETIN 

Hutcheson Ferry Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, pictured left to 
right: Pastor David Hammonds, Sardis Baptist Church; Dr. David 
McMurrain, President Friends of Chatt Hills Parks; Commissioner Bill 
Edwards, Fulton County; Chatt Hills Mayor Don Hayes, Parks Director 
Dianne Harnell Cohen, City Councilman David Hanson; and resident 
Augie Hanson; and next to Augie just outside of the photo, Chatt 
Hills City Councilwoman Faye Godwin and Councilman John Taylor.   



  

 

 Dr. David McMurrain from Friends of Chatt Hills Parks, 

opened the program by thanking the community, partners, 

and many Friends who helped raise the funds for the city to 

purchase its parklands.  David gave special recognition to the 

organizations that led the fundraising effort including the 

Chatt Hills Civic Association, Chattahoochee Hill Country 

Conservancy, and Friends of Chatt Hills Parks.   

Steve Nygren, from the Serenbe Community, gave a brief 

history of Hutcheson Ferry Park from research compiled by 

local historian Carole Harper (see page 5.)  He also spoke of 

the strong commitment and support from the Conservation 

Fund -- an organization that worked with the Chatt Hill 

Country Conservancy and Fulton County to initially acquire 

Hutcheson Ferry Park for the County in 2003. 

Fulton County Commissioner Bill Edwards praised the 

community for its on-going commitment and success in 

preserving its greenspace and developing a national model 

for sustainability.  

Chatt Hills Parks Director Dianne Harnell Cohen talked about 

the city’s parks and recreation program and the potential for the community to become involved in developing the 

master plan and vision for the parks.  

Mayor Don Hayes then read a proclamation proclaiming, “June 18, 2011, as “Celebrate Our Parks Day,” a day set 

aside to recognize and thank the hundreds of passionate parks advocates in the City of Chattahoochee Hills and a 

day to celebrate as a community, the rich and unique parkland available to be treasured and shared by all.” 

After the proclamation was read, David McMurrain joined the mayor to award a number of door-prizes donated by 

sponsors including Woody Harper (two birdhouses), Carole Harper (vase, lamp, Indian basket), Laura Richards and 

Bridget Arrington (two wreaths), Serenbe Farm House (Saturday Fried Chicken Lunch for two), and Serenbe Artist 

Gale Foster (limited edition print).  

The mayor invited all of the guests to gather between two trees for the ceremonial ribbon cutting.  Pastor David 

Hammonds from Sardis Baptist Church gave the invocation.  

The mayor then used an appropriate set of hedge clippers to cut the ceremonial ribbon.  Mayor Hayes gave a 

special thanks to the Friends of Chatt Hills Parks for hosting the event. The event committee included Laurie Searle, 

David & Deanna McMurrain, Diana & Jack Wilson, Laura & Eddie Richards, Bridgett & Perry Arrington, Tom Reed, 

Tom Blum, Maribeth & Ted Wansley, Debbie Lowe, Gary Potts, and David & Maria Hanson.  The Friends thank the 

City of Chatt Hills, Parks Director Dianne Harnell Cohen, and the many volunteers who supported the event.  

  

Dr. David McMurrain, President of Friends of Chatt Hills Park 
thanked the community, partners, and many Friends for helping 
the city purchase its parks. 

Program gave Recognition and Thanks to the many Advocates of Chatt Hills Parks  



  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more photos, visit www.friendofchatthillsparks.org  

http://www.friendofchatthillsparks.org/

