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The Dedication Ceremony for the new boat ramp at Campbellton Park on November 20, 2020, marked a significant 

milestone for the City of Chattahoochee Hills. For the first time since incorporating in 2007, Chattahoochee Hills has 

public access to one of its most precious natural resources – and its namesake – the Chattahoochee River. 

The boat ramp was made possible through a partnership with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and 

the City of Chattahoochee Hills. DNR agreed to design, engineer, and construct the boat ramp at Campbellton Park at no 

cost to the City, utilizing federal Sport Fish Restoration funds and matching state funds; and the City of Chatt Hills agreed 

to lease and maintain the facility for 25 years.  

The new facility includes an 18-foot wide concrete boat ramp, eight parking spaces for trailered vehicles, five additional 

car spaces, an ADA parking area, and a Life Jacket Loaner Station. The area will be accessible to the public 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Cooperative Effort towards a Shared Vision 

Walter Rabon, Deputy Commissioner of Georgia Department of Natural Resources, opened the Dedication Ceremony by 

thanking the City of Chattahoochee Hills and the many partners who worked on this initiative. He said that through 

these strong relationships, this boat ramp will provide recreational enjoyment for the region for years to come. 

Georgia Senator Matt Brass said that the Chattahoochee River is the Number 1 natural resource in the State, and with 

the pandemic driving more people to the outdoors, this boat ramp comes at a perfect time to offer additional 

recreational opportunities. 

Chattahoochee Hills Mayor Tom Reed said this boat ramp is the culmination of many years of dedicated work by the City 

of Chattahoochee Hills and so many others to increase access to the Chattahoochee River on our side of town. He 

thanked Tony Phillips and Dick Anderson from Fulton County for helping the City initially obtain the park. He then went 

on to thank others and their efforts, including: The Chatt Hills Parks Commission, who partnered with Community 

Brickworks to apply for and receive a Million Mile Greenway Grant, which helped create the master plan; 150 residents 

who participated in the master plan, community input sessions, and surveys and petition to bring a boat ramp to the 

park; and Diana Wilson, chair of the Chatt Hills Parks Commission, who initially developed a grant for the Recreational 

Trail Program to create a boat ramp. While that grant got high scores, it was not awarded, most likely because the City 

had recently received its second RTP grant for Cochran Mill Park. Diana then turned to her other contacts and was able 

to bring the DNR opportunity to the City.  (See the Mayor’s long list of those he thanked at the end of this article.) 

Mayor Reed went on to say that the boat ramp brings new recreational opportunities to the City and the region by 

opening an almost inaccessible stretch of the Chattahoochee River to anglers, paddlers, and boaters.  According to the 

National Park Service, every year almost 3 million visitors to Chattahoochee River National Recreational Area create 

almost 2,000 jobs and an economic impact of over $160 million in communities near the parks. Almost all of that (up 

until now) is in the 48 miles north of Atlanta.  

In those 48 miles north of Atlanta, there are 20 boat lunch sites. Until now, south of Atlanta, in 43 miles, there has been 

only 1 boat launch – 5 miles upstream of the new boat ramp. The Mayor said that with our new River Park on the south 

side of town, and with the help of our friends, we intend to open more boat ramps in Chattahoochee Hills in the next 

few years – meaning that people can really access this part of the river for the first time.  

DNR Fisheries Biologist Jim Hakala closed the program by giving thanks to those people and groups who supported the 

boat ramp including EMI Engineering, GAC Construction, City of Chattahoochee Hills, Diana Wilson, and the Boating 

Access Program, which maintains 157 boating access sites across Georgia. 

Jim said fishing is big business in Georgia, creating 14,000 jobs that have a positive economic impact on our State. It also 

is a growing tourism draw, which benefits the cities near the fishing sites, as well as the region and state. He encouraged 

the guests to invite their friends and families to use the boat ramp. He ended the ceremony with an enthusiast call to 

“Let’s Go Fish Georgia!”   

About Campbellton Park 

Campbellton Park is located near the intersection of GA-154 Cascade Palmetto Hwy and GA-92 Campbellton Fairburn Rd, 

in the City of Chattahoochee Hills, Georgia.  It features 18 acres of parkland, the historic John F. Beavers House, and 

1,920 feet of riverfront on the southern bank of the Chattahoochee River, accessible via the new boat ramp.  For 

directions, use the postal mailing address of the Beaves House: 8655 Cochran Rd SW, Fairburn, GA 30213. 

Other boat ramps on either side of Campbellton Park include: DNR Boat Ramp at Hwy 166, approximately 5 miles north 

and upstream; and the Moore’s Bridge Park boat ramp, off Black Dirt Rd in Carroll County, approximately 20 miles south 

and downstream.  

There are 16.5 miles of the Chattahoochee River on the western board of our City.  

  



Campbellton Park Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 

Mayor Tom Reed acknowledged the numerous organization and individuals that have helped in our City’s effort to gain 

river access. (Listed in alphabetical order.) 

• Atlanta Regional Commission: Byron Rushing, Jim Santo – Metropolitan River Project Act (MRPA). 

• Campbellton Park Master Plan: Writer, Anne Marie Hoffman; Concept Drawing, Roland Alston; Graphic Design, 

Judy Walker. 

• Chatt Hills City Council: Ruby Foster, Richie Schmidt, Laurie Searle, Camille Lowe, Troy Bettis, Alan Merrill, Claire 

Williams, Don Hayes.   

• Chatt Hills Parks Commission: Diana Wilson, Roland Alston, Tom Blum, Kay Long, Clifford Blizzard. 

• Chatt Hills Staff: Darold Wendlandt, Robbie Rokovits, Greg Brett, Jim Little, Dana Wicher, Mike Morton. 

• Chattahoochee Now!: Jodi Mansbach, Steve Nygren, Jett Hattaway, Shannon Kettering. 

• Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, responsible for cleaning up the river which makes it possible for those of us 

downstream of Atlanta to enjoy the Chattahoochee: Sally Bethea, Jason Ulseth, Henry Jacobs, Chris Manganiello, 

Tammy Bates, Juliet Cohen. 

• Community Brickworks, partnered with the Parks Commission to apply for a Million Mile Greenway Grant: Judy 

Henderson and Joe Heiberger. 

• Fulton County, helped us get the park: Tony Phillips and Dick Anderson. 

• Georgia Department of Natural Resources: Jeff Bishop, Tim Scarboro, and their team. 

• Georgia River Network, helped us plan a water trail: Gwyneth Moody. 

• Georgia Tourism: Tracie Sanchez. 
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• Ghosts of Chatt Hills, a theatrical play designed to educate and entertain the community about historic 

Campbellton: Adrienne and Barry Anbinder wrote and directed the play. 

• Serenbe Institute, wrote letters of support for RTP Grant Applications: Dianne Harnell Cohen, Dough Cloud, Deb 

Griffin, Diana.  

• Southeastern Engineering, Inc., provided necessary surveys pro bono: Theresa and Chad Epple, Nathan Adrian. 

• Steven Nygren, instrumental in providing vision for preservation and for the River.   

• The Million Mile Greenway Grant, provided mentoring to create a Master Plan for Campbellton Park: Jim 

Langford, Anne Marie Hoffman, Lisa Frank. 

• Trust for Public Land, purchased the land for this park and funded the RiverLands study that has reimagined 

access to the whole river: George Dusenbury and Walt Ray. 

 

 


