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RICHARDSON FAMILY CEMETERY 

Laurie Searle ● March 27, 2011 

 

The Richardson Family Cemetery is located 

on the west side of Water Works Road, 

approximately 0.3 mile south of Hutcheson 

Ferry Rd at the Coweta County line in 

Chattahoochee Hills, GA.  

The cemetery has 34 visible gravesites that 

include box slab tombs, graves covered in sea 

shells, large engraved tombstones, and several 

unmarked fieldstones.  

Mary Ann Grace, living in Jasper FL, is a 

descendant of the Richardson family and has written extensively on their genealogy. 

According to Mary Ann, Elizabeth (Anderson) Richardson was her great great-

grandmother. Elizabeth and her husband, William Landrus, moved to Palmetto from 

Dacula/Lawrenceville, Georgia in about 1936. They had nine children: Susan Francis*,  

Sarah Dorothy, William Matthew (Mary Ann‟s great grandfather), Georgia Thomas, 

John Anderson*, James Landrus, Hillery Ellis*, Mary Elizabeth, and Ira Johnson. 

(*buried in the Richardson Family Cemetery).  

While no visible gravesite can be found for John Anderson, Mary Ann has substantiating 

documentation that proves he is buried in the Richardson Family Cemetery. John was a 

captain during the Civil War and later was a school master in Palmetto and also the 

Atlanta area. He wrote the book Richardson‟s Defense of the South, available at:  

http://ia600308.us.archive.org/32/items/richardsonsdefen00rich/richardsonsdefen00rich.pdf  

Mary Ann thinks that William Matthew and Mary Elizabeth (Weaver) Richardson are 

also buried in the cemetery. William (Mary Ann‟s grandfather) was killed very early in 

the war years and Mary Elizabeth died shortly after. The wife of Hillery Ellis (Sophronia 

M. Woodley) is also probably buried in this cemetery. She died in 1910.  

The property that is now owned by the Georgia Baptist Children‟s Home on Hutcheson 

Ferry Rd was once a part of the Richardson Family property. Descendants of the 

Richardson Family still gather there for their annual reunion in July.  

See additional information in the genealogy section of this report as provided by 

descendants Mary Ann Grace and Kenneth Mooney. 

  

http://ia600308.us.archive.org/32/items/richardsonsdefen00rich/richardsonsdefen00rich.pdf
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CEMETERY SURVEY 

Laurie Searle ● May 25, 2009 

 

1. Location 

a) Name of cemetery: Richardson Family Cemetery   

b) County: Fulton 

c) Specific location: On Waterworks Road near the Coweta County line  
9405 Water Works Rd, Chattahoochee Hills, GA 
In the wooded area just south of the property‟s driveway.  

d) USGS Topographic Map Quadrangle: 

e) Cemetery 
Coordinates: 

Latitude: 084.69326 w Longitude: 33.51215 n 

f) Cemetery number on map: 

2. Property Owner 

a) Name: Martha (Smith) Tate is the daughter of Vera Smith who owned the 
property before passing on. She does not have a genealogical connection to the 
cemetery. 

b) Address: 1970 W. Paces Ferry Rd, Atlanta GA 30327 

c) Phone: (404) 352-1765 d) Email 

3. Classification  

a) Public:    Municipal      County      State      Federal   

b) Private:   Family      Church      Fraternal      Other 

c) Status:   Abandoned      Maintained, but not used      Currently being used   

d) Size: Approximate number of graves: 34 Approximate size of cemetery:  

e) Type:   American Indian       Black      Slave      White       Unknown  
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4. Accessible to Public  

a)  Unrestricted     b)  Restricted, explain:  Cemetery is on private property 

5. Condition 

a)  Well maintained and preserved b)  Poorly maintained     

c)  Overgrown, easily identifiable d   Overgrown, not easily identifiable   

e) Not identifiable as a burial site, but known to exist through tradition or other 
means. Explain:  

6. Cemetery Enclosure 

a) Is the cemetery enclosed by a wall, fence, hedge, etc?   Yes      No 

b) State condition of wall, fence, hedge, etc:  

7. Tombstones or Markers 

a) Are stones or markers present?  Yes   No   b) If yes are they inscribed?  Yes   
 No  

c) Number of readable stones or markers: 6         d) Date of last known burial: 1916 

e) Date of earliest known burial: 1854 f) Are there unusual stones? Yes 

g) Have markers been damaged? Explain: Yes, several markers are broken and/or 
buried.  

h) Note any hazards imperiling the cemetery‟s existence: 

8. Has this cemetery been listed in an existing published or unpublished cemetery 
survey: None that we know of.   

9. Historical or other special significance of cemetery, if any: Family Cemetery. 

10. Any other information:  
Genealogy contact is: Mary Ann Grace. (386) 792-1674 amazingg@alltel.net 

Canvasser: Laurie Searle Date: May 25, 2009/2011   

Organization: Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society 
Address: P.O. Box 204. Palmetto, GA 30268 

mailto:amazingg@alltel.net
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TOMBSTONE SURVEY 

Laurie Searle ● March 27, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Surname First Name DOB DOD Location Comments 

RICHARDSON Elizabeth 11/29/1809 11/02/1892 Row 2 - 4 At Rest 

RICHARDSON H.E.  
Hillery Ellis  

12/01/1841 05/08/1879 Row 2 - 2 Though the body 
slumbers here the soul is 
safe in heaven 

RICHARDSON Sarah O. 
Richardson 
Strong 
Davidson 

02/12/1833 11/12/1916 Row 2 - 3 A peerless character 

JACKSON Sammie 02/19/1853 09/07/1854 Row 2 - 7 Son of W.B. & SF Jackson 

JACKSON W.B. 
(William B.) 

04/14/1827 12/18/1882 Row 2 - 11 Husband of Mrs. S.F. 
Jackson 

JACKSON Lizzie 10/20/1848 01/10/1875 Row 2 - 9 Daughter of W.B. & S.F. 
Jackson  
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CEMETERY MAP 
Laurie Searle  March 27, 2009 

 

 

  

Gravesite # 2 Gravesite # 7 
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DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY 
 

 

From the intersection of Hutcheson Ferry and Water Works Rd 

1. Turn left and head south west   ........................................................................ 0.3 mi 

2. Go to 9405 Water Works Rd. The cemetery is just past the driveway in a wooded 

area. 
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GENEALOGY  

The Richardson Family 
Contributed by Mary Ann Grace 

These are the facts as I know them to be true concerning the Richardson family.  Some I 

have validated myself and others have been hearsay. 

It seems that a John Richardson born circa 1760 and his wife Leah moved into Georgia 

from some point in Virginia. Reportedly John was a Revolutionary Soldier but this has 

not been validated to my satisfaction at this time. They were traveling with a group of 

brave pioneers into Georgia. Among this group were the families:  Anderson, Wilkerson, 

Ellis, Hartsfield, Oliver, Varner, Zellers and Woodley. This group of people first settled 

in Oglethorpe County near the South Carolina border for a period of time, circa 1795, 

before lands opened up into Central Georgia, Alabama and points west. 

There were at least two sons born to John and Leah, John Landrus and William, both 

born circa 1791 in Virginia. It is my unsubstantiated theory that these two boys could 

have been twins. For sure their family ties were very strong. It seems that John, Leah 

and the boys pulled up stakes from Oglethorpe County around 1806 and moved to 

Putnam County.  It was probably while living in Putnam County that the boys choose 

wives from the families that were pioneering this new territory with them. John Landrus 

married Elizabeth Malinda Wilkerson and William married Sarah H. (this H was most 

likely Hartsfield). The Richardsons as well as others of the wagon train lived in Putnam 

County until the 1820 Georgia Land lottery. William had a lucky draw and he, by paying 

a grant fee of $18.00, was awarded 250 acres in Gwinnett County. His land was between 

Lawrenceville and Dacula.   

(Of interest at this point is that I have very validated information that the family of 

Weaver traveled this same route into Georgia during this same time frame. This is also a 

direct line in our family genealogy. The flow of this line is: David Weaver, Samuel 

Weaver, Andrew Baker Weaver and lastly Mary Elizabeth Weaver who married William 

Matthew Richardson.) 

It was during the 1827 lottery drawing that John Landrus and Malinda Wilkerson, or his 

father John, won a draw for land in Coweta County. His lot was for 202and 1/2 acres. 

No matter who won the draw.........John and John Landras moved into the virgin 

territory that had just been vacated by the Creek Indians. This area was later to become 

the town of Palmetto. Did they move from Putnam or Gwinnett County?  This is 

unknown at this time. 
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Just how many children were born to John Landrus (2nd generation) and Malinda 

Wilkerson Richardson is unknown. The 1850 Campbell County Census shows 10 

children living in their household.  Their relationship is not given on the census data. 

His will names two heirs. One is Sara Ann Edison and the other is Clara Morgan. These 

are probably daughters. 

William and Sarah were still living in Gwinnett County at the time of their death. 

William died July 30, 1836 and Sarah two days later on August 1. A plague???? 

How many children William and Sarah had is unknown but their son William Landrus 

now married to Elizabeth Anderson moved his family to Palmetto. Land deeds show that 

he was recipient of 202 and 1/2 acres from the estate of Adam Wilkerson. Why?  This is 

an unknown. He also received an additional 67 and 2/3 acres from the estate of Thomas 

Wilkerson. I believe that this was purchased land rather than inherited. This land 

transaction took place in 1836. 

By this time William L. and Elizabeth had four children: Susan Francis, Sarah Dorothy, 

William Matthew and George Thomas. Five more children would be born in Palmetto; 

John Anderson, James Landrus, Hillery Ellis, Mary Elizabeth, and Ira Johnson. 

1. Susan Francis b. 1831 married William Jackson. They lived in Palmetto and are buried 

in the Richardson cemetery on Water Works Road. 

2. Sara Dorothy b. 1833 married James M. Strong. Records show that she was a teacher 

and at one time lived and taught in Douglasville. They are buried in the Richardson 

Cemetery on Water Words Road. 

3. William Matthew 1834 married Mary Elizabeth Weaver.  He was killed in the War. 

Mary Elizabeth remarried. (More about William Matthew and Mary Elizabeth) Their 

burial place is unknown. 

4. George Thomas b. 1836 married Elizabeth Zellers. He was killed in the War. His 

widow and family moved to Alabama. Later his grandchild E.C. Richardson would move 

to Cartersville, Ga. in 1956. It has been his research that has validated much of the 

information here described. 

5. John Anderson b. 1838 married Lucil Jones. They had no children. 

He lived for 16 years in Florida after 1871. He was a professor of education and author of 

the book Richardson„s Defense of the South. He died in Grady Hospital. In later years he 

had lived with his niece Aurora Hunt in Gainesville, Ga. He is buried in Palmetto but his 

grave site has not been located as of date. 

6. James Landrus b. 1840 married Rebecca Cheeves. They lived in Fayetteville (Rebecca 

was Mary Elizabeth Weaver‟s 1st cousin) 
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7. Hillery Ellis b. 1841 married Sophronia Woodley. They lived in Palmetto. Burial place 

is likely on Water Works Road. 

8. Mary Elizabeth b. 1843 died as a child. 

9. Ira Johnson b. 1845 married Emory Ola Carrol. He was as a teacher and lived in 

Stockbridge, Georgia. 

All the Richardson boys served nobly in the Civil War. The two oldest boys, William and 

George, gave their life in defense of the land of the South. John Anderson suffered 

serious wounds in battle but eventually rose to the rank of Captain.   

William Matthew was son of William Landrus and Elizabeth, son of William and Sarah, 

son of John and Leah. He is now 4th generation Richardson as far back as I have been 

able to trace. 

William Matthew at the age of 22 married the very beautiful Mary Elizabeth Weaver, 

daughter of Andrew Baker Weaver and Nancy J. Lester. (Interestingly enough the 

Weavers and Lesters also entered Georgia via Oglethorpe County.)Mary Elizabeth was 

only 16 at the time of marriage to William Matthew. Their wedding date was September 

11, 1856. March 7, 1860 their first child, Hillery Andrew, was born. Hill was my grandpa. 

Two years after Hill was born, October 22, 1862, Wm. Matthew died in a car shed in 

Atlanta. This is all that his Confederate army papers state about what, when or how. 

Where he is buried is an unknown. 

Apparently Mary Elizabeth was with child during this time for two family Bibles record 

the birth and death of an infant, Matthew Thomas. 

Mary Elizabeth‟s story does not end here for she was soon to meet and fall in love with a 

French vagabond hailing from the state of Tennessee. His name was Emil Camuse, a 

carriage maker by trade. He had come to Palmetto seeking out Mary Elizabeth with 

claims that he had been with her husband when he died. The story has it that he had 

with him a pouch or purse that had belonged to Wm. Matt. to validate his story. More 

likely he came seeking out the beautiful rich young widow, for Mary Elizabeth‟s father 

was a very wealthy man even after the war.  

The story continues for Mary Elizabeth, against the wishes of her family, married Emil. 

Alas after five months and seven days Mary Elizabeth was to also die. Old timers in the 

Palmetto area said, “She was in a family way and was just too frail.” Emil immediately 

left the area and returned to Tennessee taking with him whatever he could, much to the 

chagrin of Andy Weaver. I have been able to trace Emil from Tenn. to Texas. He married 

again and had a family of four children. He was quite an interesting character. Strangely 

enough I have found NO TRACE of him in the Confederate Army. Sure makes one 

wonder. 
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Now left behind is the four year old orphan, Hillery Andrew, my grandpa. He was partly 

reared in the home of Grandpa Weaver and partly by Grandma Elizabeth Anderson 

Richardson. I believe that his Aunt Sophronia Richardson also had a part in his 

upbringing. 

Hill was to come into his own manhood and when he was 23 and married his sixteen 

year old bride, Amelia Margaret Port whose family had migrated into the Palmetto area 

from Marion County, South Carolina. 

“Melia‟s” father was Thomas Gehugh Port, the name given to my own father. He was 

known in the area as simply Hugh. Amelia‟s mother was Rachael Martin Port. 

Hill and Amelia were to establish their home on Hutcheson Ferry Road and there rear 

their three handsome sons and five lovely daughters. My father Thomas Gehugh was 

their sixth child. 

Tom married at the age of 32, Annie Lizzie Smith a school teacher from Sharpsburg. 

They had four children. I, Mary Ann, was the baby.  It is here that my recanting the 

family lineage ends. 

11/17/04 

Addendum (July 3, 2007) 

I have learned a bit more of Old John the Revolutionary soldier and his wife Leah. First 

Leah was probably a nick name and her name was more likely Elizabeth.  

Through undocumented sources there was a Revolutionary soldier from Virginia who 

settled in Oglethorpe, Georgia (same time period) who had a wife by the name of 

Elizabeth Tate. This John and Elizabeth had four sons according to some of the records. 

These sons were John Landrus, William, Allen and Asa. The birthdates on John L. and 

William are reasonable with my previous research and I feel that at least the brother 

Allen is correct. I doubt the brother Asa however. 

The theory that John and William were twins is not correct. Of that I am very confident. 

If these undocumented sources are indeed correct then this might also be 

true……………….. 

John Richardson was born c.1760 in Henry County Virginia. He is the son of Daniel 

Richardson born c. 1722 England and Prudence Leatherlin b. c. 1726.  

Their children were John, Daniel and Enoch. 

John‟s (the Revolutionary soldier) wife was Elizabeth Tate born c.1764. She is daughter 

of James Tate (1746- June 8, 1798) and Rebecca Hudson (March 12, 1742 – Sept. 30, 
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1816). John Tate‟s parents were William Tate (c.1716-1780) and Lucy Bullock. Rebecca‟s 

parents were Charles Hudson and Susannah Patrick. 

Now here is additional information that has been handed down through the youngest 

daughter of Levi Matthew Richardson (Nell Richardson Astin). She said that her daddy 

had told her that the Richardson brothers John Landrus and William were of Scot/Irish 

descent. I am very much inclined to believe this as Uncle Matt was the oldest of the 

Hillery Andrew Richardsons and knew many of the original Richardsons of the Palmetto 

area. With this in mind it just may cast doubt on the Daniel Richardson from 

England?????????? 

My source has been Roots Web. Com and I have found countless errors when using this 

source. It is, however, good for tracing leads. 
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Richardson Family Genealogy 
Contributed by Kenneth Mooney in an e-mail message to Laurie Searle 

I have looked into the Richardson cemetery quite a number of times and have seen the 

headstones you mentioned. The broken headstone beside Hillery Ellis Richardson is 

Sophronia Richardson. The writing on her stone is missing with the broken piece but 

there is a foot stone with her initials on it there. There is another stone that I am sure 

you did not see because it is buried. There is an open pit that held a coffin (I think) to 

the right of Elizabeth. The corner furthest from the road, on the right side, is where it 

lays. It is too heavy for me to lift and would require some digging also. I think it is 

Elizabeth's daughter who died in 1922 or so.  

 I looked into the Richardson family for a couple or reasons. The son (Claude Cooper) of 

my great grand uncle (?)(John Mitchell Cooper, my great grandmother's 

brother) married into this family (Aurora "Loly" Richardson) and a friend of mine is 

related to the Richardson's. His great grandfather Ira Johnson Richardson was brother 

to John Anderson Richardson.  

Captain Andy (as he was called) taught school in Palmetto for a while and is pictured in 

the book "Palmetto, a town and its people. Captain Andy was a Civil War Officer in the 

Unit that mustered out of Palmetto in 1861. They were Company C, 19th Georgia 

Volunteer Infantry. He also wrote a book called "Richardson's Defense of the South", 

which was published by A. B. Caldwell in Atlanta in 1914.  

Captain Richardson was a College Professor, founder of a couple of schools and active 

politician that ran for Mayor of Atlanta (but did not win) and was a City Councilman as 

well. I do not know how many of the books were published but think around 200 or 

so. The Richardson family does not even own one though I have been looking for one for 

them. My friend has two that I located for him. (See editor‟s note below.) 

I scoured the Atlanta Constitution for mention of the Richardson family and found a lot 

of information. I will be happy to share all of the information I have. The picture of 

Captain Andy's interment was in the Atlanta Constitution and is somewhat difficult to 

see any detail. I have been thinking about contacting the Newspaper to see if the original 

picture is available. I looked very closely at that picture and went to the cemetery to take 

my pictures so that I would have the same light angle and background to determine his 

probable location. In the foreground of the original you can see Hillery and Sophronia's 

headstone before they were broken. I live on Palmetto - Tyrone road. So I am very close. 

(Editor‟s note: This book mentioned, Richardson‟s Defense of the South, is now 

available as an e-book: 

http://ia600308.us.archive.org/32/items/richardsonsdefen00rich/richardsonsdefen00rich.pdf 

http://ia600308.us.archive.org/32/items/richardsonsdefen00rich/richardsonsdefen00rich.pdf
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Captain John Anderson Richardson 
Contributed by Kenneth Mooney as written on:  

http://battleofolustee.org/pics/john_richardson.htm  

 

Captain John Anderson Richardson fought at the Battle of Olustee as a Lieutenant in 

Company C, 19th Georgia Infantry. According to his descendants this photograph was 

taken in 1861.  

The image is from the Collection of James C. Starr. Captain Richardson's obituary is in 

the "Confederate Veteran" magazine, Volume 27, page 147.  

Our thanks to Kenneth Mooney for arranging with the family to display Captain 

Richardson's photograph on this site. Mr. Mooney also discovered the following 

information about John Richardson.  

John Anderson Richardson was one of six brothers who fought for the Confederacy. His 

older brother, also in Co. C, 19th Georgia, was killed at Fair Oakes, Virginia. Another 

older brother died in Atlanta early in the war. His younger brother was disabled and 

discharged in July, 1861. 

John Richardson was a 2nd Lieutenant until 20 February 1864, on which date he was 

elected 1st Lieutenant because of the death, at the Battle of Olustee, of the company's 

serving 1st Lieutenant (LT. Johnson). Richardson was elected Captain of the company 

on 21 September 1864. 

John Richardson graduated from Emory College in Oxford, Georgia. Richardson 

continued his career in education and was an educator and founder of several schools, in 

Atlanta, Georgia, and in Florida. He was the principal of Richardson's School for Boys, a 

mathematics professor at Oglethorpe College, and a professor at Atlanta's Boy's High 

School. He also taught school in /Orange County, Florida from about 1880 to 1896. 

In addition to his educational career, Richardson was a councilman for the 5th Ward. 

He ran for Mayor of Atlanta in 1878 but did not win. 

His brother, Ira Johnson Richardson, also taught school, in Stockbridge, Ga., and was a 

doctor. 

See additional attachments on next two pages.  

http://battleofolustee.org/pics/john_richardson.htm
http://battleofolustee.org/19th_ga_inf.html
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PROJECT NOTES 
By Laurie Searle 

I was initially notified about this cemetery by Chattahoochee Hills Mayor Don Hayes. In 2009, I 

attempted to find the property owner but the house appeared to be vacant. I talked with a 

neighbor who told me the name of the owner and that she was deceased. From that conversation 

I was able to track the current property owner and ask for permission to document the site. 

By researching online, I was able to find a little information that matched the tombstone 

inscriptions. After my initial research, I contacted our local amateur historian, Carole Harper, 

who put me in touch with Mary Ann Grace, who in turn put me in touch with Kenneth Mooney.  

In April and May of 2009, I visited the Richardson Family Cemetery several times to create the 

cemetery survey and map. At one point while carefully cleaning the area, I discovered the top 

portion of a tombstone that had broken off and had sunken under a layer of dirt. As I recall, that 

was H.E. Hillery Ellis stone.  

While I had mostly finished the research and part of this report in 2009, the publishing of the 

final report was delayed until March 26, 2011, due to schedule conflicts. 

On behalf of the Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society, I thank Mary Ann Grace, Kenneth 

Mooney, and Carole Harper for contributing to this report.   

My Initial Research:  
 

W. B. Jackson  

Husband of Mrs. S.F. Jackson 

Apr 14, 1827 – Dec 18, 1882 

Notes: William B. Jackson (b 1847) married Susan Francis Richardson  (b 1831) 

(Palmetto book pg 126) 

Father was William Jackson b 1785 m Isabella McCully 1787 

Brothers are Ezekial L. Jackson,  

William B. Jackson 

Samuel Jackson  

 

Sarah D.  

Richardson Strong  

Davidson 

Feb 12, 1833 
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Nov 12 1916 

A Peerless Character 

Per marriage book, Sarah D. Richardson married James M. Straung 29 Nov 1848. 

Lizzie (Jackson) 

Daughter of W.B. & SF Richardson Jackson 

Oct 20, 1845 – Jan 10, 1875 

 

 

Sammie 

W.B. & S.F. (Richardson Jackson)   

 Jackson 

Feb 19, 1853 

Sep 7, 1854 

 

According to 1850 Census 

William B. Jackson 23 years old (dob 1847) 

Susan F. Richardson Jackson 19 year old (dob is 1831) 

Mary E. Jackson 1 year old (1849) 

William Jackson 65 years old (which is consistent with Palmetto book pg 26.  

Susan Francis Richardson (b 1831)  

Is listed in 1850 under William B. Jackson who is 23 years old, which matches his dob 

on tombstone of 1827. Susan is listed as 19 which makes her dob 18131 

 


