
RICO SCOUT HUT PROPOSED PLAN 

By: Laurie Searle for City Council Work Session Discussion (7/2/20) 

I would like to take on the Scout Hut as a project and create a plan for the 

City Council’s consideration that would preserve the structure and find 

the best possible use for this historic treasure.  

The plan would include a preliminary phase to assess the property and 

determine what is needed to bring it up to code for public use. At the end 

of this phase, I would present a report to the City Council for review.    

After the preliminary phase, the plan would include a design phase which 

would include community meetings to gather input, interest, and 

volunteers to generate ideas for the best possible use of the Scout Hut. 

At the end of this phase, I would present a report to the City Council for 

review that includes the community input, concept plans, resources 

required, and suggestions for raising necessary funds.  

BACKGROUND 

This historic structure, now called the Rico Scout Hut, was built in the late 1800s and has 

served a variety of purposes over the years including: McMillian’s Store, Smith’s Store, Rico 

Masonic Lodge #633, Rico Civic Club, and Rico UM Church functions including its fall festivals 

and spook houses. 

The City Council voted to accept the donation of the Rico Scout Hut from the Rico United 

Methodist Church at the Nov. 7, 2019, City Council Meeting. (Agenda Item 19060). 

At this the time, the Scout Hut is unoccupied, but filled with storage items from the previous 

owner. 

LOCATION 

The Scout Hut is located at the corner of Upper Wooten 

Rd and Rico Rd diagonally across from the Rico Ball Field. 

It includes: 

1) Parcel 08 240001020697 (0.2519 ac) with the 
building 

2) Parcel 08 240001020705 (0.2059 ac) for a total of 
0.4578 acres. 

3) Note: Parcel 08 240001020713 (0.1466 ac) is 
owned by Rico Masonic Lodge. 

4) Note: Parcel 08 240001020507 (2.47 ac) is 
residential private property with a home. 

5) Note: Rico Ball Park 
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The second floor of the building contains 

many items from B.S.A. Troop 717, Rico GA. 

Items include three large trunks filled with 

camping items (sleeping pads, bags, and 

tents), photos of troop members displayed 

on the walls, and some crafts and games. 

I will contact B.S.A. to ask for their direction 

in disposing of the items. 


