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Residents Share Stories and Bargains at the Rico Scout Hut Clearance Day 
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Residents know the building at the corner of Upper Wooten 

& Rico Roads as The Scout Hut.  But if these walls could talk, 

they'd spin a yarn or two about the olden days when the 

building served as a general store, post office, masonic 

lodge, another store, civic club, haunted house, and last but 

not least, a meeting place for Boy Scout Troop 717. 

Built in the late 1800s, the Scout Hut has long been a historic 

treasure in the Rico Community. Last year, that treasure 

became the property of the City of Chattahoochee Hills 

when its owner gifted it to the city, hoping to secure the 

building’s long-term care and community use.  

In August, a group of volunteers began the process of 

cleaning up the inside and organizing the contents for a yard 

sale. But then a different idea came to mind: Why not have a 

Scout Hut Clearance Day and invite residents to take what 

they want for free in exchange for sharing their stories?   

Scout Hut Clearance Day 

The announcement said “Free Stuff” at the Scout Hut 

Clearance Day, Saturday, September 19 from 8am until noon. 

But those who are savoy in the art of community yard sales 

arrived early and were first in line for the best pickings.  

The building’s two large rooms were packed full of treasures 

collected over the year.  The main floor featured rows of 

tables and shelves packed with arts & crafts, house wares, 

event and party decorations, books, and furniture. Upstairs 

offered an assortment of camping and outdoor gear used by 

Boy Scout Troop 717.  A few days earlier, a resident asked for 

all of the scout photos hanging on the wall, promising to add 

them to a memorial museum in Palmetto.  They were gladly 

given away, after digital photos were taken so they could be 

shared on the Chatt Hills History website. The treasure trove 

continued outside with an entire section devoted to 

decorations left over from the Halloween spook house.  

As residents left with arm-loads-full of “free stuff” and smiles 

on their faces, they paused to offer their input or complete 

the short survey. Their overwhelming suggestion was to make 

the building available for the community now, and for future 

generations to enjoy.    

If you missed the Scout Hut Clearance Day, don’t worry. There 

will be more opportunities to share your input.  

The historic building was originally built by James M. McMillen in the 
late 1800s as a general store. Since then it has served many functions, 
but has been nicknamed “The Scout Hut” in honor of the mural painted 
on the side of the building for Boy Scout Troop 717. 

Neighbors shared their favorite stories about the Scout Hut, while 
browsing for "free stuff" during the Scout Hut Clearance Day.  



 

 


