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C. Form Preparation
Jessica Lavandier, Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department and
Patrick Sullivan prepared this documentation.
D. Certification
E. Statement of Historic Contexts
I.

Geological Description of South Fulton Scenic Byways Area

The area of study focuses on the southwest section of south Fulton County (formerly Campbell County),
Georgia within the Piedmont province of the north-central part of the state. The area is primarily rural in
character, with rolling hills and low, sloped ridges. Large wooded areas frequently give way to pastures
and farmlands with scenic vistas that are punctuated by a number of large granite outcroppings. Most
residential structures are single-family houses or small farms with attendant outbuildings set back far from
the main road.
The South Fulton Scenic Byways are located in south Fulton County, Georgia on the eastern edge of the
Chattahoochee River (see map on page 2). Designated as a scenic byway by the Georgia Department of
Transportation in June 1997, the South Fulton Scenic Byways represents the triangular-shaped periphery
of the study area and is comprised of three roadways for a total length of 24 miles.1 State Road #70
(Cedar Grove Road, Campbellton-Redwine Road) and the State Road #92 (Campbellton-Fairburn Road)
1

"South Fulton Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan,” (Fulton County Department of Public Works - Transportation
Division, 1998), @ 2.
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intersection forms the northern boundary with the Chattahoochee River creating the western boundary and
running south to the Fulton County line.

Much of the South Fulton area is heavily timbered, with extensive tree canopies covering broad stretches
of S.R. 70, Cochran Mill Road and throughout the 800 acre, county owned Cochran Mill Park located
along Cochran Mill Road between Rivertown Road and Wilkerson Mill Road. Oak-pine old-growth
forests originally covered the much of this part of the county; however, most of the virgin woodland is
now confined to the steep hillsides along the Chattahoochee River and its tributaries. Today, there is a
mixture of oak hardwoods and pine species, with short-leaf pine predominating due to agricultural
clearing and successive periods of commercial logging.2

2

Fulton County Georgia Soil Survey, ed. U.S. Department of Agriculture (Washington D.C.: Government Printing Office,
1958), @ 3.
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A segment of the Chattahoochee River is the most defining water feature in the study area and creates the
natural boundary between Fulton County on the eastern side and Carroll and Douglas counties to the west.
The river valley has a level floodplain of alluvial soil that is good for agricultural production. Pea Creek,
Bear Creek and White Oak Creek are the primary tributaries to the river, generally running in a southeast
to northwesterly course. A large wetland is located along White Oak Creek, just north of Hutcheson
Ferry. The few lakes in the area include Brown’s Lake near Rivertown and a lake near Turkey Creek
north of Rico Road.3
II.

Native American Occupation and Cessation, 1715- 1828

Prior to the arrival of white settlers, the area of south Fulton County was primarily populated by the
Creek, which were a part of a loose confederation of Muskogee speaking tribes that descended from the
southeastern Mississippian (900 A.D. – 1550) culture. With the outbreak of the Yamasee War in 1715
near the Savannah River, many tribes of what were collectively known as the Lower Creeks, moved into
central Georgia near present day Macon and west, throughout the Chattahoochee River valley along the
Georgia - Alabama border.4 Further displacement brought about by white encroachment, the Red Stick
Uprising (a pan-nationalist Indian revolt inspired by the eloquent Shawnee leader, Tecumseh) and the
ensuing Creek Wars of 1813 – 1814, flooded west Georgia with a collection of refugee Creek tribes from
the Coweta and Hillabee clans. To the immediate north and east of these Creek lands was Cherokee
country. The Chattahoochee River, a natural boundary that was often a focal point of dispute between the
nations, historically separated the two tribes.
Upon their mass arrival into the area, the Creek quickly established two frontier towns, just north of the
study area along the Chattahoochee River. These served as trading centers between the Creek, Cherokee
and early white settlers. The first was Standing Peachtree, located at the convergence of the
Chattahoochee and Peachtree Creek. It later became the foundation for Fort Peachtree (also known as
Fort Gilmer) near the present day Montgomery Ferry Road in Atlanta. The other site was Sandtown
(Oktahasasi). Named by its Creek founders after a town of the same name on the Tallapoosa River along
the Alabama-Georgia border, Sandtown was situated just to the south of Utoy Springs near Buzzard’s
Roost (Sulecauga), an island in the middle of the Chattahoochee River.5
By the beginning of the nineteenth century the cultural and political clamor calling for the end of Indian
occupation in Georgia and throughout the southeast began to grow. Under the auspices of the Compact of
1802, there was a stipulation that Georgia would relinquish its claim of the lands comprising Alabama and
Mississippi in exchange for the federal government’s removal of all Indians in the state to the west of the
Mississippi. Rapid population growth, discovery of gold in the north Georgia mountains and general
distrust of the Cherokee and Creek following their failed alliance with the British during the War of 1812,
were all factors contributing to the strong desire throughout Georgia for the removal of the tribes and the
opening of Indian land for white settlement.
Realizing the inevitability of white encroachment, Chief William McIntosh, leader of the Coweta Clan
and of mixed Creek and Scottish ancestry, signed a treaty with the United States at Indian Springs in
3

"South Fulton Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan."
Charles Hudson, The Southeastern Indians (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976), @ 349.
5
Jessica Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton,” (Fulton County Environment
and Community Development Department, 1998), @ 4.
4
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1821. In the agreement, McIntosh and the Lower Creeks ceded land from the Hightower Trail in the
northeast and the Chattahoochee River in the northwest, to the Flint River in the west (a diagonal line that
ran through Campbell and is know as the Treaty Line) from the Ocmulgee River in the east – five million
acres in all.6 The state legislature quickly divided the treaty land into Dooly, Fayette, Henry, Houston and
Monroe counties. The counties were divided into land lots, 2021/2 acres in size. These were distributed by
lottery later that year. 7
Four years later, in 1825, McIntosh agreed to negotiate again, this time with acting U.S. commissioners
James Meriwether and Duncan G. Campbell. In this second treaty, the State of Georgia secured all of the
remaining Creek land in Georgia between the Flint River in the east and the Chattahoochee River from
the north, and west to the Tallapoosa and Coosa Rivers in Alabama.8 With this agreement, the Lower
Creeks gave up their land in Georgia and were forced to move west; beyond the Mississippi River into
what is now Oklahoma. By signing the treaty, Chief McIntosh also sealed his own fate. Warriors of the
Upper Creek, who had long opposed McIntosh’s calls for negotiation and relocation, killed him less than
three months later at his home near present day Whitesburg, Georgia. Carroll and Coweta counties were
drawn up from the land handed over in the second treaty and the lots were surveyed and distributed by
state lottery in 1825.
III.

Early Settlement and Development of Campbell County, Georgia, 1828–1860

Three years later, Campbell County was created by an act of the Georgia Legislature on December 20,
1828 (see map on page 6). The new county was named in honor of Duncan G. Campbell (who passed
away earlier, in June of that year), a noted lawyer, legislator, advocate for female higher education and
commissioner and signer of the 1825 Creek Treaty. It became the 75th county created by the state and was
comprised from parts of Carroll (parts of the 7th and 8th district), Coweta (all of the 9Cth district), Fayette
(part of the 9Fth and 14Fth districts) and DeKalb counties (a small part was later taken from Cherokee
County in 1832 following the land lottery of that year).9 By 1829, establishment of the county
government began in earnest with the creation of a judicial system and the appointment of James Black,
Jesse Harris, Robert O. Beavers, Thomas Moore and Littleberry Watts as electoral commissioners and
county organizers.10
Most of the early white settlers of Campbell County came from throughout Georgia, while many others
came from parts of Virginia and North Carolina and from the area around Spartanburg, South Carolina.
All of the original settlers belonged to Protestant denominations, with Baptists being the largest in
number, followed by Methodists and Presbyterians. The 1830 Georgia Census placed the population total
of the new county at 3,323 - including 1,426 white males, 1,268 white females, 305 male slaves, 313
female slaves, 4 free black males and 7 free black females.11 This white / black population ratio of nearly
3:1 (a ratio that would remain somewhat constant throughout the nineteenth and early twentieth

6

George Chapman, Chief William McIntosh: A Man of Two Worlds (Atlanta: Cherokee Publishing Company, 1988), @ 7.
Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton," @ 5.
8
Chapman, Chief William McIntosh: A Man of Two Worlds, @ 78.
9
Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton," @ 5.
10
Allen Davis Henley Campbell, Jim Lassiter, "History of Campbellton 1828-1961" (paper presented at the Civil War
Centennial Celebration, May 27, 1961).
11
"Fifth Census of the United States." (1830).
7
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centuries), indicates that most white settlers of Campbell County were yeoman farmers who may have
owned only one or two slaves (if any at all) to help cultivate and work their small family farms.
A decision on the location site of the county seat provided an early source of controversy among the
inhabitants. Judge Walter T. Colquitt, an initial settler in the area and plantation owner along the
Chattahoochee, called for it to be located near his property at a small settlement named Pumpkintown. In
turn, another county magistrate, Judge Francis Irwin, offered his eighty acres of undeveloped land on the
Chattahoochee eight miles to the north with an added incentive of free lots for prospective builders and
inhabitants. Backed by Alfred, George and Lang Camp and other prominent Campbell landowners,
members of the fledgling county government promptly sided with Irwin and on December 23, 1829 the
state legislature issued a charter for the incorporation of the town of Campbellton as the county seat.12
Greatly angered by the decision, Judge Colquitt later sold his land and moved away. By 1835, streets and
lots in Campbellton were surveyed and staked out and construction had begun on a brick courthouse and
jail for the county.
As required by state law at the time, the regions of the county were divided into Georgia Militia Districts
for the purpose of organizing military companies. The Militia Districts were created once 100 or more
males between the ages of 15 and 60 moved into an area and were drawn up by the county Justices of the
Inferior Court. The Militia Districts representing the communities found in the area of study include
GMD 733, GMD 1165 and GMD 757. By 1831, the Militia District demarcations also doubled as voting
district and census boundaries, school districts and tax districts in Campbell County.13
Concurrent with the establishment of a functioning government system, county leaders also moved
quickly in developing the area’s transportation infrastructure. Early settlement in Campbell County was
predominantly located along the Chattahoochee and the social, political and economic activity of the
communities revolved around the river. Like the Creek before them, white farmers and plantation owners
found the land along the riverbanks to be the most desirable because of its nutrient rich, loamy soil. Many
at the time also viewed the Chattahoochee as having the potential of becoming a major transportation and
shipping channel in the region.14 Over time however, such commercial promise was never fully realized
due to the shallow depth and difficult navigation of the upper portion of the river.
Although no bridges were built to span the Chattahoochee, a number of ferry crossings were established
along the river in order to connect the communities of Rivertown, County Line and Campbellton, to
towns and settlements located in the western part of the county. Some ferries, such as the Pumpkintown
Ferry, may have been a continuation of earlier Indian crossing sites and trails, but most others were put
into operation during the rapid settlement of the area following the land lotteries of the 1820s. 15 The
Georgia Legislature later authorized a few ferries for service after the formation of the Campbell County
government. With rare exception, the ferries were either privately run by the landowners of the crossing
sites or by hired operators.

12

Jr. Kenneth H. Thomas, "John F. Beavers National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form,” (Historic
Preservation Section - Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources, 1984).
13
Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton," @ 7.
14
Wilbur W. Caldwell, The Courthouse and the Depot (Macon: Mercer University Press, 2001), @ 143.
15
Marion R. Hemperley, "The Ferries of Fulton County," in Marion R. Hemperley Papers Collection from the University of
Georgia Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library (Athens, GA: 1968).
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Various maps of Campbell County from the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries indicate that there
were at least eight significant ferry operations in the area along the Chattahoochee River: Campbellton,
Smith’s, Pumpkintown, Garrett’s, Capps, Neals, Jones (Lower) and Hutcheson’s Ferries.16 Most of these
sites remained in use well into the early to mid-twentieth century. Jones Ferry discontinued operation
around 1920 and Capps Ferry shortly thereafter, in 1932. The popular Hutcheson’s Ferry ran at least until
1940 and the Pumpkintown Ferry ended service sometime during the early 1950s. The Campbellton
Ferry was the last of the old Campbell County crossing sites. Originally known as Francis Irwin’s Ferry, it
was established along with the founding of Campbellton in 1828-1829 and continued service under a
number of different owners until the last ferryman, Henry Brock, ceased operation after the completion of
the Georgia Highway #92 bridge in 1958. Today, many of these old ferry crossings are only remembered
for the names retained by the roads that lead to their old sites.
In addition to the ferry service, road travel was also an important part of the county’s initial transportation
system. Older Indian trails in the area continued to be used and maintained. During the 1830’s and 1840s,
the Campbell County Inferior Court also issued a flurry of government designated construction projects in
order to expand the road network. Main thoroughfares, such as the Campbellton-Redwine Road, were
positioned along the Chattahoochee and fanned out from the river on both its eastern and western sides
(present day Douglas County). Less traveled, local roads were woven across and around the larger
corridors, providing access for the smaller or distantly located farms. This early emphasis on road clearing
and building was an effort to economically tie the small farming communities together and rapidly
connect the county as a whole to the more populous towns located in the nearby counties of Carroll,
Coweta, Dekalb and Fayette.
Early roads were typically named after the nearby family farms, mills or ferry operations that they
serviced. Others were known by the names of two communities on either end of the road. As this
network of roads became established throughout the county, such crossroads communities began to
develop. Usually located at the intersection of two or more main roads, these small villages consisted of a
nucleus of various community landmark buildings that generally included a post office, general store,
mill, church and a school. Surrounding houses and farms radiated around the center of these communities,
extending out along the roads.17
In addition to Campbellton, the communities of Rivertown and County Line (later known as Redwine)
were also listed as having post office service by the late 1840s. As settlement progressed, other
crossroads communities had developed in the area by the mid-nineteenth century, including the
aforementioned Pumpkintown (also known as Rivertown), Rico, Goodes and Friendship.

16

Crossing sites were generally referred to by the current owner’s names and were prone to change over time as the property
changed hands. In his unfinished manuscript documenting the ferries of Fulton County, Marion Hemperley organized a list of
the following common ferry site names in the area and their earlier or alternate names, which are included in parentheses:
Campbellton Ferry (Francis Irwin’s Ferry, Bomar’s Ferry, Beaver’s Ferry, Latham’s Ferry, Rice’s Ferry), Smith’s Ferry
(McCoy’s Ferry), Pumpkintown Ferry (Hammond’s Ferry, Randol’s Ferry, Rivertown Ferry), Capps Ferry (Morris’ Ferry,
Watkins Ferry), Hutcheson’s Ferry (Phillip’s Ferry).
17
Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton."
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Civil War, Transfer of the County Seat, and Campbell/Fulton County Merger 1860-1930

In the thirty years between the county’s founding and settlement in 1830 and the eve of Civil War in
1860, the population grew by nearly 40% to 8,629 (6,624 whites and 2,005 blacks).18 Although large
plantation owners and slaveholders were in the minority, the county politically tended to lean Democratic
and elected two proponents advocating immediate withdrawal from the Union to the 1861 Georgia
Secession Convention in Milledgeville.19 When Georgia passed its Ordinance of Secession on the 18th of
January 1861, about 1,133 men of age throughout the county enlisted in various volunteer regiments.20
Dr. Thomas C. Glover, a Campbell delegate to the secession convention, organized Company A, of the
21st Regiment of Georgia, known as the “The Campbellton Blues.” The 21st fought at nearly every major
battle in the eastern theater of the Civil War, including Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. Dr.
Glover, who became a Lieutenant Colonel, was killed in the battle of Winchester, Virginia in September
of 1864 and the rest of the regiment was essentially wiped out.21
The Civil War eventually made its way to Campbell County with General Sherman’s advance on Atlanta
during the summer of 1864. Campbellton was bombarded when Federal forces moved along the west side
of the Chattahoochee in an attempt to outflank Confederate fortifications around Atlanta and destroy rail
lines south of the city. On July 27, Union cavalry divisions, under the commanded of General Edward
McCook, attempted to cross the river at Campbellton but were deterred by Confederate entrenchments
and the lack of an available pontoon bridge. He succeeded by traveling further south and crossing at
Smith’s Ferry near Rivertown. Skirmishes between Confederate and Union cavalry broke out along the
northern section of Campbellton Road as McCook proceeded southeast to Palmetto and destroyed the
Atlanta West Point Railroad, telegraph lines and supplies.22 Three months later, in September 1864,
Jefferson Davis, the President of the Confederacy, spoke in Palmetto in an attempt to boost the morale of
Rebel forces following the dispiriting loss at the Battle of Jonesboro and the fall of Atlanta.23
At the end of the war in 1865, Campbellton found itself in decay. Of the two hundred men of Company A
that left Campbellton at the outset of the conflict, only thirty returned. Many of the town’s houses and
buildings were damaged from the fighting and were in a state of disrepair. 24 Ultimately however,
Campbellton’s fate was sealed nearly fourteen years earlier with the completion of the Atlanta and West
Point Railroad.
Survey work and initial construction of the Atlanta and LaGrange Rail Road began in 1847. By mid-1851,
it was renamed the Atlanta and West Point Railroad and had been built as far south as the town of
Palmetto in the southeast corner of the county. The tracks followed the old Montgomery stagecoach route
along the more flat ridge of the watershed between the Flint and Chattahoochee Rivers (as opposed to the
rolling terrain along the banks of the Chattahoochee).25
18

"Eighth Census of the United States,” (1860).
Walter G. Cooper, The Official History of Fulton County (Spartanburg: The Reprint Company, 1978), @ 726.
20
Fred Greer, "There Was Once a Campbell County," Georgia Life, Autumn 1978.
21
Cooper, The Official History of Fulton County.
22
Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton," @ 9.
23
Lee Kennett, Marching Through Georgia (New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1995) @ 217.
24
Cooper, The Official History of Fulton County.
25
Ibid. @ 727.
19
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The railroad provided an economic and transportation vitality that the river never could and the two, small
towns situated along the tracks, Fairburn and Palmetto (both incorporated as cities in 1854), grew rapidly,
while Campbellton began to languish. In 1860, only 239 white residents were listed in Campbellton.
Many people began to dismantle their homes in Campbellton and rebuild them in Fairburn. 26 By 1870,
Campbellton’s population declined to only 119 people, whereas Fairburn’s had risen to over 300 and
Palmetto’s to 294. That same year it was finally decided by popular vote to relocate the county seat to
Fairburn. In order to include all of Fairburn within the county, parts of Fayette County’s 9th district and
Henry’s 13th district were added to Campbell. In turn, all land west of the Chattahoochee was removed
from Campbell and became a part of newly formed Douglas County27 (see map on page 9).
Between the latter half of the nineteenth century and the early decades of the twentieth, Campbell County
retained much of its rural character. Farmers and sharecroppers in the western part of the county
continued to grow cotton, produce and livestock for the agricultural related industries in Fairburn and
Palmetto and for the growing city of Atlanta. Nevertheless, the boll weevil infestation of the early 1920s,
closely followed by the financial crash of 1929 proved to be economically devastating for Campbell
County. Funds for operations and the maintenance of the county’s infrastructure, including roads and
schools, greatly diminished and by 1930, county officials were openly calling for a consolidation with
neighboring Fulton County. Formed in 1853 from a part of Dekalb County, Fulton County offered a sense
economically stability with the vibrant city of Atlanta serving as the county seat.
Campbell residents overwhelmingly approved the measure on February 17, 1931. On the morning of
January 1, 1932 Campbell County, along with Milton County to the north, joined with Fulton County.28
At the time, Campbell had a population of 9,903 and 211 square miles of territory. Following the merger,
a referendum for the construction of schools in the newly reconfigured Fulton County was approved.
V.

Architecture of the Crossroads Communities along the South Fulton Scenic Byway, 1821-1935

1.

Campbellton

Incorporated as a town in 1829 and originally the county seat of Campbell County until 1871,
Campbellton once boasted a population of 1,200. Located on the Chattahoochee River and in the center
of Campbell County, the streets of Campbellton were designed as a grid pattern and an impressive twostory brick courthouse, built in 1835, was the center of the town. The first school in the county, the
Campbellton Academy was organized in 1829. Many of the area’s earliest settlers and most prominent
families lived in Campbellton, including the Beavers, Brocks, Camps, Cochrans and Lathams. In his 1837
edition of A Gazetteer of Georgia, Adiel Sherwood described Campbellton as “but a small village. The
usual public buildings are here, and about 25 houses.”29
The John F. Beavers House at 8655 Cochran Road (Resource number FU-120 in the Fulton County
Historic Resources Survey) (c. 1828) is an extant example of architecture from the period of early
settlement of the county and the town. A wood-frame dwelling with a central hallway and Greek Revival
26

Caldwell, The Courthouse and the Depot, @ 144.
Cooper, The Official History of Fulton County, @ 727.
28
Freed Greer, "Campbell County Voters Approve a Merger with Fulton County in 1931," Old Campbell County Commentary
- 1977 Newsletter of Old Campbell County Historical Society (1977): @ 4.
29
Adiel Sherwood, A Gazetteer of Georgia, 3rd. ed. (Washington City: P. Force, 1837), @ 137.
27
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elements, the Beavers House was the home of Justice John Fluker Beavers, a Clerk of the Inferior Court
(later Ordinary Court) and a Campbell County Commissioner. Beavers moved to Fairburn in 1896 and in
1920, the W.F. Lee family purchased the house and farmed the surrounding area until 1970. In 1986,
Lance and Talitha Fountain bought and restored the property. The Beavers House was added to the
National Register of Historic Places in 1984.30 Fulton County purchased for protection purposes the
Beavers House and surrounding 16 acres, including the site of the ferry crossing, in May 2003 with
Georgia Community Greenspace Program fund.
The Campbellton Lodge No. 76 F&AM (FU-123) (c. 1848) at the southwest corner of Old Highway 92
and Church Road is a surviving example of one of Campbellton’s earliest community landmark buildings.
The Campbellton Lodge also once served as a post office and general store for the town and is still in use
today as a Masonic meeting place. The vernacular designed wood frame building is two-stories in height
with beveled clapboard siding. It is one room in width and one room deep on both floors and has a
recessed front porch on the first story. Much of the building’s furniture and interior materials date back to
the lodge’s construction and the exterior siding still bears evidence from the damage of McCook’s
Cavalry Raid during the Civil War.31
Aside from the Beaver’s House, the Campbellton Lodge and several cemeteries and family plots, the two
remaining vestiges of old Campbellton are the Campbellton Baptist Church and the Campbellton United
Methodist Church. Although the extant churches were built in the early twentieth century, both
congregations date to the period of original white settlement in the area.
The Campbellton Baptist Church (FU-121) (c. 1900-1909) is located at 8660 Campbellton – Fairburn
Road (S.R. #92); however the front of the building faces the old courthouse square. The congregation was
organized in 1829 and the original church site and cemetery, where members of the Austell, Bullard and
Collins families were buried, are located just to the north of the Beaver’s House. The present structure
was built at the turn of the century with a number of additions made during the 1950s and 1960s,
including a front steeple, rear addition and large east-wing. The original, two-story building exhibits no
discernable architectural style. It is wood framed with a rectangular plan and moderately pitched front
gable roof. The symmetrical, front façade is two rooms wide and has a three-bay plan with a central door
and portico with 1/1, double-hung windows on each side. The church was originally covered with
clapboard siding, however white vinyl siding was added in the 1980s. A cemetery is situated to the right
of the church on a slight downhill.
The Campbellton United Methodist Church (FU-125) (c. 1916) is located across the road at 8650
Campbellton – Fairburn Road. The present sanctuary stands near where the original church was built in
1830. The church is wood frame and sided with white, clapboard. It has a rectangular plan and double
pitched front-gabled roof. Pyramidal roof-topped towers flank the double door entrance on the
symmetrical, three-bay front façade. Each tower has a small, louver window on the upper story and a
fixed, vertical window with a smaller window above it on the first-story. Both the north and south
facades have three, centered ribbon windows with a single window on either side. A small path leads to an
historic cemetery on the north side of the church where many of the earliest settlers of Campbell County

30
31

Lavandier, "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton."
"Historic Lodge Renovated," South Fulton Neighbor, June 9 1982.
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are buried, including the Camps, Cochrans, Lathams, Tuggles and Lees. A number of Confederate and
Union war dead were buried here as well.32
With the arrival of the Atlanta & West Point Railroad in 1851 to the east and the damage wrought by
ancillary fighting during the Battle of Atlanta in July of 1864, Campbellton found itself in decline after
the war. Many of the foremost names in town moved to the more economically prosperous city of
Fairburn and in 1870, the county seat was relocated there as well. Campbellton quickly became a ghost
town and found itself with only 119 residents remaining. The Campbellton Academy and many other
commercial and domestic buildings, such as the Latham House, were either demolished or deteriorated
over time.
The old Campbellton courthouse was sold off in 1875. It fell into ruins and was eventually sold to Robert
Cook, a local farmer, in 1912. Cook demolished the building for scrap wood to build outbuildings on his
property located at Cedar Grove Road. In 1936, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and United
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) jointly erected a stone monument (FU-122) on the old courthouse
site commemorating both the lost building and the reunion of thirty survivors from Company A 21st
Regiment of the Georgia. The Confederate veterans from Campbellton gathered there after the Civil War
at the bequest of Elizabeth Camp, widow of Lieutenant-Colonel T.C. Glover. This reunion would serve
as the inspiration for later gatherings of Confederate and Union veterans during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.33
2.

Rivertown

The present day crossroads community of Rivertown developed around the intersection of Campbellton –
Redwine Road (S.R. #70) and Rivertown Road. Rivertown has an earlier history entwined in the
Pumpkintown settlement located just to the west, on the banks of the Chattahoochee. It is believed that
the old Pumpkintown Ferry (also known as Hammond’s Ferry) was originally a main river crossing
associated with the Sandtown Trail and the name ‘Pumpkintown’ may have been the name given to an
earlier Creek Indian village at the site. Judge Walter Colquitt was one of the first white landowners in
the area and established a plantation at the ferry crossing, possibly as early as 1825. By 1837,
Pumpkintown was described as “a cluster of five houses and a store, of course at Hammond’s Ferry on the
Chattahoochee.”34 Smith’s Ferry, slightly upstream from the Pumpkintown Ferry, also served the
Pumpkintown and Rivertown communities.
Following Colquitt’s move to Columbus, Georgia (after the failed bid to attract the site of the county seat
on his land), settlement shifted eastward to Rivertown. Originally known as Cross Anchor, the
community of Rivertown began to appear on maps of the area as early as 1847.35 The economic focus of
Rivertown revolved around the holdings of the Yates brothers, (James, William and Joel) who had moved
into the area from Spartanburg, South Carolina during the 1830s. The Yates family quickly grew rich
through the establishment and ownership of a cotton gin on their property. 36 They also assumed
32
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operation of Rivertown’s local post office, which had first opened in 1832 under postmaster Joseph N.
Spencer.37 In 1886, the Georgia State Gazetteer and Planter’s Dictionary noted that Rivertown “has a
tributary population of 300, two Baptist and Methodist churches, common schools and several gins and
grist mills operated by both steam and water power. Cotton, 400 bales and general produce the
shipments. Mail semi-weekly.”38
The, Jones – Yates House (FU-14) (c. 1870-1879), located at 5088 Rivertown Road, was built by William
Yates. It is unique for the time and place and provides an indication of the family’s wealth during this
period. The Italianate style, gabled-ell house type has brick masonry exterior walls painted yellow, brick
quoins at the corners and segmental arches over the windows. Two, wood frame and clapboard siding,
rear additions were built during the early half of the twentieth. Outbuildings on the property include a
front gabled garage, storage shed and a well with a concrete, gable-roofed well house.
By 1890, William Yates had fallen into financial difficulties and in 1891 the Georgia Loan and Trust
Company assumed title of the house. It was later put up for auction and purchased by James Jethro Jones,
another Rivertown landowner, in 1894. Jones and his son, Joseph also took over the Yates’ cotton gin
and post office and expanded their holdings to include an electric powered grist mill and general store, all
of which are no longer extant.
Two extant saddlebag houses are remnants of the agriculturally based economy of the Rivertown
community during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The house at 10775 Cedar Grove
Road (FU-12) (c. 1890-1899) may have been associated with property owned by the Jones and Yates
families. Another house (FU-13) (c. 1880-1890) on Rivertown Road, west of S.R #70 is in a ruinous
condition. These houses are all that remain of what was a number of simple, saddlebag house types built
in close proximity to each other along Rivertown Road and possibly used by black tenant farmers in the
area. On privately held land closer to the river and ferry crossing, are ruins of other various houses, a
small family cemetery for the Tanner family and an African-American cemetery.
3.

Rico

The Rico community, also once known as Piney Woods and Green Eyes, is situated at the triangular
junction of Campbellton-Redwine Road, Rico Road and Kite Road. Originally serviced by Garrett’s and
Capps Ferries, Rico was settled by early Campbell County inhabitants, including the Ballards, Smiths,
Yates, Barfields and Lovelaces. The area has its roots in the founding of the Piney Woods Primitive
Baptist Church on Garrett’s Ferry Road in 1852. By 1856, the congregation had changed its name to the
Missionary Baptist Church and moved to Campbellton-Redwine Road. Slave burial areas and the old
cemetery is all that remains of the original church site. Today, most of the historic residential, commercial
and community landmark buildings in Rico reflect its development as crossroads community and are
representative of rural life in Georgia and old Campbell County in particular, during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries.
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There are two commercial properties in Rico that date from this period. The Barnes Store (FU-2)
(c.1910-1920) on Rico Road is a frame built, two-room structure with a full width verandah and a sidegable roof. Situated about 1,500 feet from the intersection of Campbellton-Redwine Road and Rico Road,
it served as a general store and there is evidence of three gas pumps that were once present on the
concrete floor of the front porch. The Reeves Store (FU-5) (c.1900-1909) is located further down at 6875
Rico Road near the intersection with Upper Wooten Road. This single-story, wood frame, gabled ell
cottage has a partial width front verandah and a small rear stoop. Over time, the building has been used as
a single dwelling and general store.
One of the oldest houses in the Rico community is the Green House (FU-19) (c. 1860-1869) at 6301
Campbellton–Redwine Road. Also known as the Green, Barfield, Langley, Melear House, it is a one and
half story, wood frame, gabled-ell farmhouse. John Barfield, an Irish immigrant, purchased the property
site in 1836 and began building the house prior to the Civil War. It was sold to the Green family in 1881
and they later sold it to J.K. Langley in 1903. Bill and Betty Melear purchased the house in 1955. The
Green House remains structurally similar to when it was first built and there are a number of historic,
agricultural outbuildings also found on the property including a one and a half story, front gable barn, a
smokehouse, corn crib and hay barn. Two other folk Victorian style, gabled ell cottages nearby on
Campbellton-Redwine Road (FU-18) (c.1890-1899) and (FU-20) (c. 1890-1899), may also have been
part of the Barfield Farm at one time.
There are a few houses of historic significance clustered in and around the center of the Rico community.
A frame, double pen house, sits at 6205 Kite Road (FU-43) (c.1900-1909) and a side gable bungalow is at
6390 Kite Road (FU-44)(c.1930-1939). A small, gabled ell cottage (FU-21) (c. 1900-1910) with three
outbuildings is located at 6385 Campbellton-Redwine Road, near the intersection with Rico Road.
Another gabled ell cottage with Craftsman elements (FU-60) (c.1880-1889) is located at 6485 Rico Road.
Further down at 6530 Rico Road, is the Buran-Shannon House (FU-3) (c. 1840-1849), one of the few
antebellum houses in the study area and possibly one of the oldest. The Buran-Shannon House is a central
hallway house type with Greek Revival elements. It is wood frame and has a three bay façade with a fullwidth front porch supported by six square, Doric wood columns. The metal covered roof is side-gabled
with exterior, brick chimneys at both gable ends. A large addition was built at the rear of the house in
1890 and window alterations were made in 1996. Other residential structures in Rico include a Georgian
cottage house at 6105 Campbellton-Redwine Road (FU-16) (c. 1900-1909) and a wood frame, side gable
bungalow at 6605 Campbellton-Redwine Road (FU-23) (c. 1910-1919).
Just south of Rico and beyond Garrett’s Ferry Road, at 6875 Campbellton-Redwine Road, sits the Shell
House (FU-25) (c.1860-1869) another Civil War era dwelling. The house was built by Rev. Stephen P.
Shell, a charter member of the New Hope Methodist Church and circuit rider for the Campbell, Carroll
and Coweta County areas. It is a two-story, plantation plain, wood frame house with clapboard siding.
Concrete block has been used to fill in the original brick pier foundation. The house has a side-gable roof
with an exterior gable chimney on the right façade. The front façade has a five-bay plan with a full-width,
first story verandah supported by six wood columns. A rear, gabled wing addition with a gable end brick
chimney was built in 1900. The original rear porch and the porch of the gable addition both were
enclosed in 1960. Six outbuildings, including clapboard shed, a gabled, concrete well house, chicken
coop and three smaller barns (one of which is two stories in height) are found at the rear of the main
house. The surrounding property on which the Shell House stands is wooded with a mix of old and newer
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forest growth. The South Fulton Parkway, which passes through the Shell House property, threatens the
rural quality of the site.
Two churches are the most prominent community landmark buildings in Rico. The congregation of the
Providence Baptist Church (FU-22) (c.191-1919) at 6402 Campbellton- Redwine Road traces its history
back to the original Piney Woods Primitive Baptist Church in 1852. The wood frame church has a
rectangular plan and a front gable roof with a central spiral steeple located near the front façade. During
the 1960s, aluminum siding was applied to the clapboard exterior and a large side-gable addition was built
in the 1970s to accommodate social functions and Sunday school classes.39
The Rico United Methodist Church (FU-4) (c. 1909-1919) is located at 6475 Rico Road. The
congregation was formed in 1904 as a merger of the Methodist families in the Rico area who attended
Palmetto Methodist and New Hope Methodist and many from the Old Liberty Hill Methodist Episcopal
Church on Rivertown Road just east of Rivertown. The rural, vernacular church is wood frame with
white vinyl and aluminum siding and a front gable roof. The five bay front façade has a steeply pitched,
pyramidal roof belfry tower on the right side and small, secondary gable roof on the left side. A rear ell,
side-gabled addition was added during the 1960s. A few items, such as the church bell, are from the Old
Liberty Hill Church.40
In addition to the churches, the Rico Lodge (FU-6) (c.1890-1899), located at 6800 Rico Road, is another
notable landmark building in the community. It is a two-story, frame structure on concrete block piers,
with a front-gable roof and full-width, two-story verandah. The building has a three-bay façade with
central doorways on both floors flanked by 6/6 double hung windows. It was historically used as a
Masonic lodge on the second floor and commercial storefront on the first floor. The Rico Lodge,
established in 1889, also was a rural post office.
The Old Rico School (FU-7) (c.1880-1889) at 6440 Rico Road is one of the last remaining school houses
built under the old Campbell County government in the late nineteenth century. It is a single story, wood
frame and clapboard sided building with Greek Revival style elements and a hipped roof. Most windows
are double hung with a variety of configurations including 9/9, 4/4 and 6/6. The structure employs a
central hallway floor plan and is two rooms deep. The Old Rico School has been converted into a single
family dwelling and since that time, a number of important architectural elements have been removed
from the exterior, including the chimneys, a tower at the center of the front façade portico entrance and its
flanking porches. The original breezeway has also been enclosed and the front windows have been
replaced with sliding glass windows.
The newer Rico School (FU-1) (c.1933) sits across the street from its nineteenth century predecessor, at
6505 Rico Road. Built following the consolidation of Campbell, Milton and Fulton Counties in 1932,
elementary classes (Grades 1-7) were moved to this building from the older wood frame school (FU-7)
when it was completed. The brick masonry veneer school was designed in an Italian Renaissance Revival
style with arched recessed porches, brick quoins on the corners of the building and a hipped roof.
Doorways on the front and right facades lead into the rectangular, central hallway floor plan with five
classrooms. In 1961, a 9,800 square foot, brick masonry veneer addition was built on the left side of the
39
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building that incorporated more classrooms, a stage, library and cafeteria. The school was closed in 1980
and today, the building is used as the Rico Community and Recreation Center.
4.

County Line / Redwine Plantation

The crossroads community of Redwine is located around the intersection of Hutcheson Ferry Road and
Campbellton-Redwine Road, just north of the Coweta County line. The small community takes its name
from the Redwine family who had owned much of the property in the vicinity since the late nineteenth
century. Originally known as County Line, the area was settled by James Hutcheson, a native of Ireland,
after he purchased 10,000 acres of land in Carroll, Coweta and Campbell counties through the 1827 Land
Lottery. A blacksmith by trade, Mr. Hutcheson branched out into a number of different business
ventures. He operated a mill and well and plow manufacturing company in nearby Carroll County and,
along with his nephew, Arthur Hutcheson, farmed a plantation and ran a general store on his property at
Hutcheson Ferry Road. Growing cotton and corn, James Hutcheson augmented his commercial holdings
with a double cotton gin run by a steam boiler and by operating the ferry crossing just to the west of his
home.41 His daughter, Sarah, married John Redwine in 1871and the couple eventually inherited the
Hutcheson property. Their son, Frank Hutcheson Redwine, continued to operate the general store until it
burned in 1910 and the family leased much of their land to tenant farmers during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. By the 1950’s, farming had ceased to be a profitable enterprise in Campbell
County and much of the Redwine property was sold.
The Redwine Plantation home at 13125 Hutcheson Ferry Road (FU-36) (c.1840) is a plantation plain
house type with Greek Revival architectural elements. The house retains much of its original character,
although numerous additions have been made to the building over time, including a side gabled addition
in the 1940s and the enclosure of the rear, detached kitchen during the 1970s. The property is also notable
for its formal boxwood gardens and distinct, cupola-topped barn, which were designed by landscape
architect P. J. Berckmans in 1845. A native of Belgium, Berckmans traveled throughout the southeast as
an itinerant gardener before establishing Fruitland Nurseries just outside of Augusta, Georgia in 1858.42
Today, Fruitland Nurseries is the site of Augusta National Golf Course.
Although today the Redwine property has been reduced to five acres in size, a number of the old
commercial and agricultural buildings that once comprised the family’s larger holdings are still extant.
Located just across Hutcheson Ferry Road from the Redwine Plantation is the second general store (FU38) (c.1940-1949) owned by the family. The frame, one room building is overgrown and in an extremely
ruinous condition. Nearby on Hutcheson Ferry Road, just north of the county line, is a frame saddlebag
house (FU-37) (c.1880-1890), a relic of the period of tenant farming on the property. Other examples of
Redwine tenant housing can be found along Hutcheson Ferry Road to the east, including a saddlebag
house type (FU103) (c.1900-1909) and another double-pen house type at 122529 Hutcheson Ferry Road
(FU-102) (c.1920-1929).
The Phillips House is another historic property near the Redwine Community. Located at 13175
Hutcheson Ferry Road, just to the west of the Redwine property, the Phillips House (FU-39) (c.1840) is
41
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an antebellum era, gabled-ell cottage type with a number of later nineteenth and twentieth century
additions. The Phillips family obtained the land through the1827 Land Lottery and was the first operators
of the nearby Hutcheson Ferry crossing. In addition to the house, two attendant agricultural outbuildings
and the Phillips family cemetery are also located on the property. Ten people are buried plot, including
Levi Phillips and some of the Phillips family slaves. Seven graves are marked with fieldstones and three
with stone markers.
The old Varner House (FU-35) (c. 1880-1889) is found to the north at 8661 Campbellton-Redwine Road.
It is a one-and-a-half story gabled ell frame house with craftsman style elements. Twentieth century
alterations to the building include the addition of gabled dormers in the 1930s, asbestos siding in the
1960s and a picture window during the 1970s. It is believed that the house contains a log structure
beneath the modern siding. The Varner Family Cemetery is also located on the property and contains ten
marked graves including those of J.H. Varner, who died in 1836 and his wife Mary Varner, who passed
away in the 1860s. Other gravesites date from the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. J.H.
Varner and his wife operated the ferry crossing on their land until the Civil War. Remnants of Civil War
breastworks are also found on the property, three to four feet in depth.
The Redwine Plantation, the Phillips House and the Varner House are listed on the National Register of
Historic Places as part of the 1996 Roscoe-Dunaway Gardens Historic District (#96001414).
5.

Goodes

Primarily located the intersection of Hutcheson Ferry, Rico Road and Atlanta-Newman Road, Goodes
takes its name from “Uncle” Billy Goodes. Early settlers in the area originally congregated just to the
north, near New Hope United Methodist Church, in the 1850s. What is now known as the Goodes
Community developed at the turn of the last century, around the local post office, which was established
in 1884. J.H. Reeves was the first acting postmaster and Goodes office provided mail service until 1907.
William (Tazie) O. Keith became postmaster in 1893. Two years later, he deeded land for the construction
of the Goodes School, a one-room schoolhouse that was enlarged in 1911. The school was later closed in
1932 and consolidated with Palmetto. The Goodes Community eventually grew to include two general
stores, a cotton gin, blacksmith shop, a few syrup mills and a sawmill and planning mill. Unfortunately,
most of these structures, including the school, have been lost over time.
Nevertheless, a number of historic houses in and around Goodes are still extant and many longtime
residents continue to live in the area. The old Keith property (FU-70) (c.1890-1899) is a gabled ell, frame
house located on at 8190 Rico Road. The original structure may have been a saddlebag house type that
was reconfigured with an ell addition in the 1920s. The house is located on a large farm with pecan
groves, orchards and horse fields, and it is believed that sharecroppers may have used the dwelling while
working on the Keith family land. There are three outbuildings on the property, including a gabled,
vertical board horse shed, a blacksmith shop, which was also used as a general store, and a more modern
car garage. A sign welcoming people to Goodes is located on the Hutcheson Ferry Road side of the
property. The newer Keith House (FU-81)(c.1910-1919), located at 10395 Hutcheson Ferry Road, is a
one-and-a –half story, side-gabled bungalow type and the Keith family may have moved into this
residence prior to the additions made to the older house and property on Rico Road.
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Other houses in the immediate Goodes Community, include three central hallway house types built next
to one another at 10340 (FU-84)(c.1900-1909), 10380 (FU-82)(c.1900-1909), and 10450 (FU-83)(c.18901899) Hutcheson Ferry Road. A gabled ell frame cottage (FU-89)(c.1910-1919) with three outbuildings
is located at 10500 Hutcheson Ferry Road and there are two Georgia cottage house types at 10555
Hutcheson Ferry Road (FU-90) and 8090 Atlanta-Newnan Road (FU-108) that both date to the 1920s.
Further to the east on Hutcheson Ferry Road, near the intersection with Capps Ferry Road sits the Old
Shell House (FU-86) (c.1900-1909) a gabled ell cottage and a framed, chicken coop outbuilding.
In addition to Goodes, there are a number of other noteworthy houses in the nearby surrounding area. The
Robinson House (FU-92) (c.1880-1889) at 10865 Hutcheson Ferry is a one-story, central hallway house
type with a side gabled roof. There is also a two-story, front gabled secondary dwelling (construction
date unknown) on the Robinson property as a well as a two-story, barn and a well house. This was the
home of John Pell Robinson, a farmer, who was born in Campbell County in 1868 and lived in the house
until his death at age ninety six.
Further to the west off of Hutcheson Ferry Road is the looping Hearn Road, where many descendants of
the Hearn, Wilson and Weaver families still reside. A particularly significant historic property is the
antebellum-era, Wilson House (FU-78) (c.1850-1859) located at 8475 Hearn Road. The building is a
Greek Revival style, plantation plain house type built by the members of the Weaver family who settled in
the area during the 1840s. It has a symmetrical façade, side gable roof and two, brick masonry gable end
chimneys. Gabled rear additions were made to the house in the 1940s and the original first and second
story porches were removed in the 1960s and replaced with the current porch that spans the full height of
the front façade. Other notable examples include the central hallway house with Greek Revival elements
(FU79) (c.1880-1889) type at 8503 Hearn Road and a double pen house (FU-75) (c.1890-1899) at 9990
Hutcheson Ferry Road and Hearn Road. Horses and cows still graze in fields along Hearn Road and all of
the properties in the immediate area retain their agricultural character.
Just east of Goodes is the ca.1905 Barnes House at 10950 Hutcheson Ferry Road (FU-94). Now it is the
Serenbe Bed and Breakfast. This New South Cottage house was the center of an 800-acre farm. A pecan
grove is located along Hutcheson Ferry Road. Barns and tenant houses are located throughout the
property.
The two main churches in the area are the New Hope United Methodist Church, established in 1843, and
the Sardis Baptist Church, established in 1875. Although the congregations are historic (1843 and 1875,
respectively), both church buildings replaced earlier structures on the sites and date from the early
twentieth century. The New Hope United Methodist Church (c. 1937) is located 7895 Atlanta Newnan
Road. The Sardis Baptist Church (FU-97) (c.1927) at 8400 Sardis Road is a simple, vernacular style
frame and front gable structure with a central steeple and a symmetrical three-bay front façade. A large,
brick gabled addition was made in the rear of the church in 1970 and vinyl siding was added in 1980. The
congregation was comprised of members from Ramah Baptist Church in Palmetto. The historic cemetery
is located across Sardis Road and many people from the nearby Goodes and Redwine communities are
buried there including the Barneses, Ballards, Peeks, Phillips and Robinsons.
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Friendship

The small crossroads community of Friendship is located at the intersection of Cochran Mill Road and
Rivertown Road. The three houses and one commercial building in the village date from the mideighteenth century to about 1919. The community takes its name from the nearby Friendship Baptist
Church. The barn at the intersection is a roadside landmark.
The oldest house in Friendship is the Cook-Goodes House (FU-115) (c.1860-1869) located at 6250
Cochran Mill Road. Humorously called as ‘Cackle Corner Farms’ because chickens were raised on the
property, the Cook-Goodes House was originally built by the Cook family and purchased by the Goodes
in 1952. The house is a frame built, central hallway house type with no discernable academic style and
one and a half stories in height. The roof is side gabled with a metal seam covering. Two chimneys, one,
stuccoed masonry, the other brick, are located at each gable end. Asbestos siding was added to the house
in 1950 and a large, rear gable and shed addition was built in 1952. In addition to the main house, there
are seven outbuildings on the property, including two gable roofed storage sheds, a corrugated metal
barn/shed, a chicken coop with two chicken houses, a machinery shed and a wood storage shed.
Other residences in the community include the Cook Family Home (FU-112) (c.1920-1929), a front
gable, frame bungalow house located at 6285 Cochran Mill Road. Next-door is a gabled ell cottage house
(FU-113) (c.1910-1919) with aluminum siding at 6275 Cochran Mill Road. Further north at 5950
Cochran Mill Road, near the intersection of Porter Terry Road, is a small, central hallway house type with
Greek Revival style elements (FU-117) (c.1880-1889). The clapboard sided house has a three-bay façade
and a full-width front porch with four square wood column supports. A small secondary dwelling with a
front gable, recessed porch and weatherboard siding also resides on the property, as does a storage shed.
Across Porter Terry Road is a well house and gabled chicken coop.
The single extant commercial building in the Friendship Community is the Cook Caldwell General Store
(FU-114) (c.1890-1899) located at 6265 Cochran Mill Road. Now vacant, the wood frame structure has a
stone pier foundation and is one room wide and one room deep. It has a symmetrical, three bay front
façade with two windows flanking a central doorway and a full width porch with pent/shed roof. The
building’s main roof is front gabled with asphalt shingling. The entire structure is covered with clapboard
siding and all posts, brackets and balusters on the porch are wood. The two front windows are
9/6,double-hung sash.
The Friendship Baptist Church (FU-116) (c.1940) is the only community landmark building in
Friendship. The present chapel was constructed in the mid-twentieth century, replacing a smaller, white
frame church built in 1880. The organization of the congregation dates back to 1877. The modern
Friendship Baptist Church is one story in height, has a front gable roof orientation and a symmetrical,
three bay façade. The style of the building can be characterized as having Classic Revival elements. A
full-height, triangular front gabled porch dominates the front façade with an oculus window in the
pediment and four, round support columns. Aside from the wood, front porch and a flagstone clad
chimney, the rest of the structure is covered in a regular coursed stone veneer. A one story, flat-roofed
stone addition with 6/6 double hung sash windows was built at the rear of the church in 1950. A
fellowship hall with a connecting walkway was built parallel to the main structure in 1987. The newer
building mimics the design of the original church but with a more horizontal emphasis. A historic
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cemetery is located at the rear of the two primary buildings and a number of members from the Cook,
Hathaway, Jones, Goode, Rainwater and Garrett families are buried here.
Although not a part of the Friendship Community, the nearby old Cochran Mill site and Wilkerson Mill
are two historically significant properties. The stone wall and steel frame bridge ruins of the Cochran
Mill (FU-111) (c.1890), located in the 900 acre, county owned Cochran Mill Park at the intersection of
Cochran Mill Road and Upper Wooten Road, are all that remain of the three mills built by the Cochran
family during the mid to late nineteenth century on Little and Big Bear Creeks. Cheadle Cochran, the
patriarch of the locally prominent Cochran family, came to Campbell County during the late 1820s and
built a lumber mill on Little Bear Creek. Cochran went on to become a state senator from 1822 to 1837
and was the main proponent of establishing rural mail routes throughout Georgia. His son, Berry Winn
Cochran, Sr. built a gristmill powered by an upstream lock dam on Big Bear Creek close to Cochran Mill
Road and about a mile from the original site. He built the third mill on a five-foot damn across the ledge
from the second mill. This mill was three-stories tall and constructed of hand-hewn beams. It had a set of
interchangeable set of stones for grinding various grains. Berry Winn Cochran, Jr., a 1903 graduate of
Georgia Tech, attached a small generator plant to the mill and supplied electricity to Palmetto from 1909
until 1918 when Georgia Power established its lines in the area. Fulton County bought 725 acres of the
property in 1968 and an additional 175 in 1973. The mill burned down in 1974 and a flood in 1994
washed away part of its foundation.
Further to the east on Little Bear Creek, at 9595 Wilkerson Mill Road, is Wilkerson Mill (FU-144)
(c.1867), a relatively intact gristmill and the only standing mill in Fulton County. The earliest recording
account of the structure is from a deed, dated 1870, that conveys a half interest in the mill business and
seven acres of land from William S. Mosely to William Wilkerson. The mill and its machinery were
updated at the turn of the century by Mr. W. F. Bearden and later sold to the Denton Family in the early
1900s. The Dentons operated Wilkerson Mill for most of the twentieth century until they were forced to
sell the property following the elder Denton’s death in the 1960s. The Denton family home (FU-143)
(c.1920-1929), a multi-gabled craftsman bungalow house, is located up a small path, closer to the road at
9595 Wilkerson Mill Road.
Wilkerson Mill is three stories in height, has minimal Greek Revival architectural elements and is
constructed of heavy hewn-frame beams with unpainted, weatherboard siding. The original foundation
rests stone piers, although additional piers and a poured concrete foundation were later added in 1990. It
has a front gable roof with incomplete gable returns. The mill has an asymmetrical façade and one entry
door. All original windows are missing. Some of the machinery used to process the corn and wheat mill
is found in the building’s interior.
The property’s current owners, Elizabeth Dean and Gene Griffith, operate a nursery named Wilkerson
Mill Gardens out of the old Denton home and the mill is primarily used for storage purposes. In the early
1990s, Dean and Griffith hired a family of Amish craftsman to rehabilitate the most damaged aspects of
the structure. It was at this time, that the concrete foundation and sheet metal roof were installed in order
to stabilize the mill and protect the interior from further deterioration.
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Agricultural Economy of Campbell / South Fulton County, 1821-1960

In the 1830 Census, Campbell County’s population stood at 3,323. Generally, many of the first settlers in
the area were small landowners who mostly engaged in sustenance farming. The rich, sandy soils found
along the banks of the Chattahoochee were the most sought after for agricultural purposes and it was near
the river that the larger plantations were initially located. The main crops cultivated during this period,
included corn, wheat, oats and potatoes as well as a variety of garden vegetables and fruits. Hogs, cattle
and poultry were the primary livestock raised.
By the 1840s, Campbell, like many other areas throughout the Piedmont region of Georgia, shifted to a
one-crop system focused short-staple cotton. Between 1840 and 1850, cotton production in the county
grew from 895,737 pounds annually harvested to over 1,200,000 pounds. Corn, oats, sweet potatoes and
molasses as well as hog butchering and dairy products also continued to be valuable commodities.
Facilitating the agricultural growth was an improvement in the county’s water and road transportation
network system. Products could be reliably shipped to both Atlanta and Augusta, the center for the cotton
trade in Georgia. In addition, industries and mills began to develop within in the county, including
gristmills and flourmills, such as Cochran’s (FU-111) and Wilkerson’s (FU-144) Mills, sawmills and
distilleries. The population in the county reflected this antebellum period of prosperity by growing to
7,233 (5,723 white, 1,510 black) in 1850.
Following the Civil War, agricultural production in Campbell dropped considerably. Financial returns in
1870 amounted to half of the totals prior to the conflict in 1860. Although Campbell ranked eleventh in
cotton production in Georgia in 1880, during most of the post-war era between 1870 and 1890, cotton
prices remained depressed and did not rebound until nearly a decade after the turn of the century.43
It was during this time that crop sharing, land rentals and tenancy farming became common in Campbell
County. In 1900, 60.3% of all farms in Campbell County were operated by tenants.44 Ten years later, the
amount of tenant run farms had increased to 67.7 % (682 white, 434 black) and census records from
between 1880 and 1910, show that the majority of the white and black residents in the Campbellton,
Rivertown and Goodes districts listed their primary occupation as farming. 45 The simple, saddlebag (FU13), single pen (FU-104), central hallway (FU-15) and double pen (FU-30) house types, scattered along
the Campbellton-Redwine Road and Hutcheson Ferry Road corridors, are remnants of the tenancy
farming practices in Campbell during this period.
During the second decade of the twentieth century, cotton prices began to increase and the county’s
annual cotton yield peaked in 1920 with 15,000 bales. Corn, various vegetables and fruits and dairy
products, especially eggs and butter, also accounted for a significant portion of the county’s agricultural
production. A majority of Campbell’s agricultural shipments were sent to the Atlanta market.
By 1917, the county’s population had risen to 12,000 inhabitants. But with the arrival of the boll weevil
infestation in 1919, cotton production plummeted and by 1930, 15% of Campbell’s population had left, as
43

"Tenth Census of the United States,” (1880).
"Twelfth Census of the United States,” (1900).
45
"Thirteenth Census of the United States,” (1910).
44
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ruined farmers sought more secure, urban-based industrial jobs, thus precipitating the county’s merger
with Fulton and Milton in 1932. Although cotton remained a cash crop for farmers in the area throughout
the 1940s and 1950s, agriculture generally declined. Many farmers in the area turned to poultry and
dairying. By the late 1950s however, pine timber harvesting had become the chief agricultural product in
South Fulton and continues to be so to this day. Small farmers and some organic farms are located
throughout the area.
VII.

Suburban Development in South Fulton, 1930-1960

Following the decline of the agricultural economy in Campbell County during the 1930s and 1940s, many
residents began working more industrial and service related jobs in the growing cities of Palmetto,
Fairburn, Union City and as far north as Atlanta. Prior to the merger with Fulton County, many of
Campbell’s roads remained in poor shape and unpaved. Some residents commuted via a gasoline-powered
trolley (known as the ‘dummy line’) that ran between Fairburn and College Park. As automobile use
increased, the area’s road system began to be gradually improved. By 1941, Rivertown Road had been
paved. Both Hutcheson Ferry Road and Campbellton-Redwine Road were paved with convict labor
during the 1950s. It was also during this time that the last of the old river ferries ceased operation.
Beginning in 1950, with the construction of I-85 in the eastern half of the county and the later built
highways of I-20 and I-285 to the north, greater road access was provided for commuting purposes. In the
1980s, work began on the South Fulton Parkway, a limited access roadway that bisects the study area.
In addition to the road improvements, a number of other modern utilities were introduced to South Fulton
following World War II, including electricity, running water and telephone service. Despites such
amenities, the area generally retained its rural character, even as suburban growth expanded rapidly
throughout the metro Atlanta region during the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. The lack of a sewer system
network and direct highway access are two factors that explain why the area has not yet experienced the
significant subdivision development common to the surrounding areas of Fairburn, Palmetto, Union City
and SW Fulton.
A number of residential structures built during the late 1920s and 1930s are scattered throughout the study
area. Most of these are modest, clapboard sided bungalow houses with Craftsman style elements.
Examples can be found at 8520 Hearn Road (FU-80), 9455 Brown Road (FU-127) and 10875 Hutcheson
Ferry Road (FU-93). A brick veneered, minimal traditional cottage with English Vernacular Revival
Style elements, the only example of this style in the study area, is located at 10190 Hutcheson Ferry Road
(FU-85). In addition, there are several brick ranch-style homes built in the area during the 1950s and
early 1960s. Examples are found at 6480 Rico Road (1958) and 9230 Cedar Grove Road (1960). At
present, further survey work will be needed for addresses, construction dates and feature documentation
of commercial, residential and community landmark buildings constructed in the study area after 1956.
F. Associated Property Types
In the Fulton County Historic Resources Survey, seventy-eight structures were surveyed along Hutcheson
Ferry Road, Cochran Mill Road, and S.R. 70, Campbellton-Redwine Road and Cedar Grove Road. Of
these, 55% (42 structures) may be eligible to be placed on the National Register of Historic Places. Most
of the resources surveyed were, or are used as residences (85%). Other resource types include churches,
stores, a lodge, and a historic marker. Several outbuildings along both S.R. 70 and Cochran Mill Road,
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most notably the barn located north of the CCC marker in Campbellton, the outbuildings of a dairy
located where Cedar Grove Road makes a sharp turn south, and the barn at the intersection of Rivertown
and Cochran Mill, contribute to the scenic and rural qualities of these roads. For a more complete list of
surveyed property types in the study area, please refer to the Fulton County Historic Resources Survey for
South and Southwest Fulton that is included as an appendix to this document.

Table 1: Use of Historic Resources
Use

Number

Percentage

Single family house

66

85%

Church

5

6%

Store

4

5%

Mill

1

1%

Marker

1

1%

Lodge

1

1%

Total

78

100%

Note: 12 of these are vacant

Table 2: House Types
House Type

Number

Percentage

Single pen

3

5%

Double pen

1

2%

Saddlebag

5

8%

Central Hallway

16

24%

Gable ell cottage

9

14%

Georgian cottage

8

12%

New South Cottage

1

2%

Pyramid Cottage

1

2%

Bungalow

12

18%

Side gable cottage

1

2%

Gable ell house

5

8%

Plantation Plain/I house

4

6%

Total

66

100%
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Table 3: Building Style
Style

Number

Percentage

No style

44

60%

Greek Revival

7

10%

Folk Victorian

5

7%

Italianate

1

1%

Gothic Revival

1

1%

Neoclassical

1

1%

English Vernacular

1

1%

Craftsman

13

18%

Total

73

100%

Table 4: National Register Eligibility
Eligibility

Number

Percentage

Eligible to the National Register

42

55%

Not Eligible
Register

34

45%

76

100%

to

the

National

Total

Table 5: Surveyed Historic Sites along the South Fulton Scenic Byway
Survey
Number

Name

Address

Fu-08

9050 Cedar Grove Road

Fu-09

9625 Cedar Grove Road

Fu-10

Browns House

10185 Cedar Grove Road

Fu-11

10220 Cedar Grove Road

Fu-12

10775 Cedar Grove Road

Fu-14

Jones/Yates House

5088 Rivertown Road

Fu-15

Woodruff Road and Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-16

6105 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-17

6235 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-18

Campbellton Redwine Road
Green-Barfield-
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Table 5: Surveyed Historic Sites along the South Fulton Scenic Byway
Survey
Number
Fu-19

Name

Address

Langley-Melear House

6301 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-20

6375 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-21

6385 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-22

Providence
Church

Fu-23

Reeves House

Baptist

Fu-24
Fu-25

6402 Campbellton Redwine Road
6605 Campbellton Redwine Road
Campbellton Redwine Road and Garrets Fy Rd

Shell House

6875 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-26

Campbellton Redwine Road, north of Jones Ferry
Rd

Fu-27

Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-28

12565 Jones Ferry Road

Fu-29

7920 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-30

7685 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-31

8010 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-32

Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-34

8080 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-35

Varner House

8661 Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-36

Redwine Plantation

13125 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-37

Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-38

Campbellton Redwine Road

Fu-57

9440 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-58

9770 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-59

9705 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-70

8190 Rico Road

Fu-71

9455 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-72

9800 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-73

Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-74

1005 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-75

9990 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

25

South Fulton Scenic Byways Historic Context

January 2007

Table 5: Surveyed Historic Sites along the South Fulton Scenic Byway
Survey
Number
Fu-81

Name

Address

Keith House

10395 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-82

10380 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-83

10450 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-84

10340 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-85

10190 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-87

10173 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-88

10175 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-89

10500 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-90

10555 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-92

Robinson House

10865 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-93
Fu-94

10875 Hutcheson Ferry Road
Serenbe
Breakfast

Bed

and

10950 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-95

10960 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-96

Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-97

Sardis Baptist Church

8400 Sardis Road

Fu-99

11750 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-100

11855 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-101

12 0 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-102

12259 Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-103

Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-104

Hutcheson Ferry Road

Fu-109

Jones House

8115 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-110

7905 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-111

Cochran Mill Park

Cochran Mill Road

Fu-112

Cook
Homeplace

6285 Cochran Mill Road

Family

Fu-113
Fu-114

6275 Cochran Mill Road
Cook Caldwell Store

6265 Cochran Mill Road
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Table 5: Surveyed Historic Sites along the South Fulton Scenic Byway
Survey
Number
Fu-115

Goodes House

Fu-116

Friendship
Church

Address
6250 Cochran Mill Road
Baptist

6090 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-117

5950 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-118

4945 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-119

4740 Cochran Mill Road

Fu-120

Beavers House

Fu-121

Campbellton
Church

Fu-122

Marker

Church St

Fu-123

Campbellton Lodge No
76

Church St

Fu-124

Latham House

Church St

Fu-125

Campbellton Methodist
Church

3905 Campbellton Fairburn Road

Fu-256

I.

Name

8655 Cochran Road
Baptist

8660 Church St

Campbellton Redwine Road

Name of Property Type: Agricultural Landscapes and Associated Buildings
Description: A rural landscape is defined by the National Register of Historic Places as “a
geographic are that historically has been used by people, or shaped or molded by human activity,
occupancy, or intervention, and that posses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of
land use, vegetation, buildings or structures, roads and waterways, and natural features.”
Agricultural landscapes are generally the most common type of rural landscape and are
characterized by “tangible evidence of the activities and habits of the people who occupied,
developed, used and shaped the landscape to serve human needs. They may reflect the beliefs,
attitudes, traditions and values of those people.”
From the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries during the occupation of the area by the
Creek tribes, through the period of white settlement in the 1820s and up until the 1950’s, farming
has been the primary income producing activity in this part of south Fulton. The rolling landscape
still bears evidence of old plow farming methods and natural hedges and fences of various
materials (rails, barbed wire, etc.) provide boundary markers between properties. Although many
of the old family farms are no longer in operation, most are still owned by longtime residents of
the area or descendants of original settlers. Other agricultural practices, such as timber harvesting,
are still prevalent. In general, the historic rural character of the area has been remarkably
preserved considering its proximity to the sprawling Atlanta region.
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Most of the historic agricultural buildings extant in the area are remnants from the late nineteenth
and early twentieth century periods of farming. Today, these buildings are predominantly used for
purposes other than for which they were originally intended, such as for storage or as a garage or
studio. In general, these are simple frame structures, locally constructed and exhibiting little or no
academic style. Common building types include well houses, cattle barns, corncribs and
farmhouses. Also of note are a number of saddlebag and single and double pen houses, which
were built as rental property for tenant farmers who worked the land of larger property holders.
These houses represent a clear connection to the time period when tenant farming was widespread
in the South Fulton area during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The condition of
these agricultural related buildings varies considerably. Some are in an excellent state while
others have become deteriorated, or in the case of some of the tenant houses along CampbelltonRedwine Road, have fallen into a ruinous condition.
Significance: The agricultural landscapes and associated farm buildings fit the agricultural context
of the South Fulton area’s history. Agriculture has remained a defining element for both the area
and its residents from the eighteenth century with the Creek occupation of the land, through the
white settlement and tenant farming periods of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
existing agricultural landscapes outbuildings are significant at the local level under Criteria A and
C for the National Register. Criterion A applies to properties associated with the broad events of
the history of the area. Criterion C applies to those buildings that retain distinctive characteristics
of type, period and method of construction.
Farming outbuildings must have been built sometime in the study area during the period when
agriculture was the dominant economic activity. The building must also have a clear association
with the agricultural context of the area as outlined in Section B. In addition, the building must
retain its structural and architectural integrity and not subjected to alterations that have rendered its
original form unrecognizable.
II.

Name of Property Type: Commercial Buildings
Description: In South Fulton, the general store was the retail business that supplied the local
crossroads communities with a variety of goods and services. By and large, these were vernacular,
single pen, frame structures, built during the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. In
addition to serving as general stores, these commercial buildings also acted as post offices and in
some cases, added gas filling stations. These businesses also became focal points in the area as
popular spots for local and national information and for social gatherings. Examples of
commercial buildings found within the various crossroads communities along the South Fulton
Scenic Byways are the Barnes (FU-2) and Reeves (FU-5) Stores near Rico, and the Caldwell Store
(FU-114) in Friendship. A late period example, albeit in a severely deteriorated condition, is the
old Redwine General Store (FU-38) on Campbellton-Redwine Road.
Significance: The commercial general stores are eligible for consideration to the National Register
under Criterion A, as contributing to the broad pattern of development of the area’s local history.
These businesses provided essential domestic and farm related supplies to residences and
farmsteads in the surrounding communities. Because they retain their essential elements, the
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buildings are also eligible under Criterion C as properties that share a common architectural style,
period and method of construction.
III.

Name of Property Type: Mill Buildings
Description: Wilkerson Mill (FU-114) represents a second type of commercial building in the area
that is more closely related to industry and manufacturing. Located on Little Bear Creek, off
Wilkerson Mill Road, the three-story, timber frame construction features Greek Revival
architectural elements and dates from the late 1860s. Like the old Cochran Mill (FU-111), whose
ruins are located just to the west, Wilkerson Mill was part of a commercial enterprise that
processed local farmer’s corn and wheat produce. The building’s machinery operated on hydroenergy and remained in use until the 1960s. At the time of its construction, grist milling was a
common and profitable business, not only in Campbell County, but also throughout the region and
the state of Georgia. Today, Wilkerson Mill is one of the only remaining gristmills still extant
within the metro Atlanta region.
Significance: Wilkerson Mill is significant for the themes of agriculture and industry in South
Fulton County. Along with Cochran Mill, Wilkerson Mill provided the valuable service of custom
milling for area farmers, which in turn, allowed them to bring their crop yields to market or use for
personal consumption. For this reason, Wilkerson Mill is eligible for the National Register under
Criterion A, because of its economic contribution to the history and development of South Fulton.
As a rare example of a nineteenth century hydro powered grist mill in north Georgia, the building
is also eligible form nomination under Criteria C due to its distinctiveness of building type, period
and method of construction. Although rehabilitative work was done on the mill during the late
1980s, the building retains its integrity of form, workmanship and materials.

IV.

Name of Property Type: Crossroads Communities

Description: Crossroads communities are generally found at the intersection of one or more roads
in a rural setting and have the appearance of a small town or village. They usually consist of a
nucleus of landmark buildings and businesses such as churches, general stores and schools,
surrounded by outlying residential development.
There are six crossroads communities along the South Fulton Scenic Byways: Campbellton,
Rivertown, Rico, County Line/Redwine, Goodes and Friendship. Each has its own distinct
history, yet they also all share a connectedness due to their close proximity and through the
families and people of the area who lived, went to school, worked and worshiped in them.
Campbellton, the most prominent of the crossroads communities was originally the county seat of
Campbell County. Today, all that remains of that once vibrant town is the old Campbellton Lodge,
two churches, the Beavers House, several cemeteries and a marker honoring the site of the old
county courthouse. Rivertown, to the south, was once dominated by the Jones and Yates families
who operated a cotton gin and leased their land holdings for tenant farming. The community of
Rico, probably the largest community, has numerous residential buildings. Two general stores,
two churches, the Old and New Rico Schools and the Rico Lodge are located at intersections of
Campbellton-Redwine, Kite and Rico Roads. A dilapidated general store, a few tenant houses and
the antebellum Redwine Plantation house marks the area of the Redwine Community, located at
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the intersection of Campbellton-Redwine Road and Hutcheson Ferry Road. The communities of
Goodes and Friendship to the immediate east are somewhat newer, having developed in the late
nineteenth century. Goodes once had a post office, general store and a school, but today is mainly
a collection of residential structures. Friendship comprises the Friendship Baptist Church, the old
Caldwell general store, the Civil War era Cook-Goodes House (FU-115) and a few other houses at
the intersection of Cochran Mill Road and Rivertown Road.
Significance: These six crossroads communities are significant for their relationships with the
commercial, agricultural, community planning and development, transportation and government
contexts of the area. With their collection of cotton gins, general stores, and blacksmith shops, as
well as post offices, churches and schools, Campbellton, Rivertown, Rico, Redwine and Goodes
were all commercial as well as social hubs for the area. Campbellton, Rivertown, Rico and
Redwine are also important as early settlements near the Chattahoochee River and for their
relationship to the early system of ferry transportation in Campbell County. As the original
county seat for Campbell County, Campbellton is significant for politics and government.
The crossroads communities are significant under Criterion A of the National Register for
properties contributing to the broad patterns of history at the local and level. They are also
significant under Criterion C for having the shared characteristics of an architectural style, period
and method of construction.
V.

Name of Property Type: Houses
Description: Most of the historic structures are houses and farmhouses and related outbuildings.
The majority of significant buildings were built between 1880 and 1930. Most of these are onestory vernacular houses with wood siding were probably the center of small farms and most had
attendant outbuildings. Some of the most prevalent house types include: gable ell cottages, central
hallways, Georgian cottages, and bungalows. Smaller houses, mainly saddlebags most likely used
by tenant farmers, are also present. Two story houses, which were often the center of larger
farmsteads in the area, include five gable ell houses and four plantation plain house types.
Significance: Many of the houses along the South Fulton Scenic Byways are significant for a
number of different historic themes. These dwellings may fit into the settlement, agricultural or
suburbanization contexts of the area. In many cases, the homes of prominent families and local
farmers of old Campbell County, who have lived in the area for generations, are still extant. In
addition, there are also many houses of those who commuted to nearby Fairburn, Palmetto and
Atlanta during the mid-twentieth century when the area ceased to be an agricultural region and
sporadic suburban development began.
Residential buildings eligible for the National Register should retain their integrity of association,
design, feeling, location, materials, setting and workmanship. In other words, a building should
not have been seriously altered in such a manner that its original residential form is no longer
recognizable or that its essential architectural elements haven’t been destroyed or covered up. The
setting should also retain the essential historic period of the building.
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Houses that qualify under Criteria A must represent a broad pattern of the area’s history. The
houses within the study area provide a wide date range of construction (1830s through the 1950s)
and a variety of popular architectural styles during that time frame. The majority of houses
surveyed (60%) do not have an academic architectural style. However, many have elements of a
style or a vernacular interpretation of a style that is commonly found in historic rural communities
throughout Georgia. The most common style represented is the Craftsman style (18%). Other
examples of high styles represented are: Greek Revival, Italianate, Folk Victorian and English
Vernacular Revival. Those homes associated with families that have played a large role in
shaping the political, economic or social life of the community may also qualify for National
Register listing under Criteria B at the local level of significance.
All residential buildings must be located in the South Fulton study area and be associated with the
historic contexts of the settlement, agricultural or suburban periods of development. The houses
also must have been built sometime between the original 1821 period of settlement and 1956.
VI.

Name of Property Type: Landmark Community Buildings
Description: Landmark community buildings are those structures that have played a central role in
the social, political or religious development of the area and generally include schools, churches,
libraries and meeting or social halls. In the study area, four types of these community landmark
buildings exist. The first examples are the Campbellton (FU-123) and Rico (FU-6) Lodges. Built
in 1848 and sometime in the 1890s respectively, both buildings have served as Masonic meeting
halls as well as general stores and post offices over the years. Other landmark buildings in Rico
include the Old Rico School (FU-7), the last remaining Campbell County school and the New
Rico School (FU-1), a 1930s era building that was constructed following the merger of Campbell
and Fulton counties. A number of local churches also exist in the study area, including:
Campbellton Baptist (FU-121) and Campbellton United Methodist (FU-125) in old Campbellton,
Rico United Methodist (FU-4) and Providence Baptist (FU-22) Churches in Rico, New Hope
Methodist and Sardis Baptist (FU-97) near Goodes, Vernon Grove Church (FU-105) on Vernon
Grove Road and Friendship Baptist Church (FU-116) in the Friendship Community. Although all
of these churches were built in the early to mid-twentieth century, most of their organized
congregations and attendant cemeteries date back to the mid to late nineteenth century.
Significance: Landmark buildings are important because they served as focal points for the
religious, social and political development of the various communities in the study area.
Landmark community buildings may qualify under Criterion A or C for the National Register of
Historic Places with significance at the local level.
The Campbellton Lodge, Rico Lodge, and the Old and New Rico Schools have served central
roles in the history of the area and should be considered for National Register listing. For the
various churches in the area to qualify, it must be shown that they have played a part in the
community’s developmental history.
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G. Geographical Data
The South Fulton Scenic Byways are located in south Fulton County, Georgia on the eastern edge of the
Chattahoochee River. In recognition of the number of historic resources and lack of recent suburban type
development, Fulton County worked with the Georgia Scenic Byways program to designate the main
roads in the area and the state’s first scenic byways. Designated as a scenic byway by the Georgia
Department of Transportation in June 1997, the South Fulton Scenic Byways represents the triangularshaped periphery of the study area and is comprised of three roadways for a total length of 24 miles.46
State Road #70 (Cedar Grove Road, Campbellton-Redwine Road) and the State Road #92 (CampbelltonFairburn Road) intersection forms the northern boundary with the Chattahoochee River creating the
western boundary and running south to the Fulton County line. The general southern boundary is
Hutcheson Ferry Road and the Fulton County line, east to just below Cochran Mill Road. Cochran Mill
Road represents the eastern edge, north from the Fulton County southern boundary and back to the S.R.
70 intersection. Principle county roads that intersect the area include Rivertown Road, Rico Road,
Atlanta-Newnan Road and the South Fulton Parkway. A number of local roads and spurs wind throughout
the proposed boundary area.
Property owners in this area developed a land use plan and development standards to protect the area’s
rural character. Both were adopted by the Board of Commissioners in 2002. The plan calls for
development to be concentrated along three main villages and for the protection of much of the land thru
transfer of development rights. The development standards protect the view from the scenic byways thru a
100 foot natural undisturbed buffer. The plan calls this area the Chattahoochee Hill Country.
H. Summary of Identification and Evaluation Methods
The identification and evaluation methods used for National Register eligibility of the multiple historic
properties in the study area were derived from the Historic Resources Survey for South and Southwest
Fulton, part of a field survey of historic resources in Fulton County, Georgia. The survey was conducted
by Jessica Lavandier of the Comprehensive Division of the Fulton County Environment and Community
Development Department. The survey of South Fulton was carried out periodically from 1994 to 1998.
The Georgia State Historic Preservation Division (HPD) of the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
provided guidance for the project. This survey is part of the Georgia Historic Resources Survey program,
an ongoing survey program administered by the Historic Preservation Division for the state of Georgia.
The purpose of the field survey was to collect and uniformly document buildings, sites and structures of
historical, architectural and cultural significance. Survey forms were completed and photographs were
made of each surveyed structure. The information on historic resources provides a suitable database for:
(1) historic preservation efforts, (2) identification of buildings or districts eligible for the National
Register, (3) development of a historic preservation plan, (4) aid in comprehensive planning, (5)
expedition of environmental review, (6) promotion of research in the county’s history, (7) increased
awareness of the county’s historic resources.
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"South Fulton Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan,” (Fulton County Department of Public Works - Transportation
Division, 1998), @ 2.
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The methodology described in the Georgia Historic Resources Survey Manual was followed throughout
the survey process. The methodology consists of: field survey, survey report and public awareness and
education.
I. Preliminary Research
Several sources were consulted prior to beginning fieldwork. In order to obtain total coverage, U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) topographical maps of the survey area were consulted. All buildings
indicated as being built in 1956 or earlier were identified as potential survey sites. Consultation with Dot
Lassiter of the Old Campbell County Historical Society took place to obtain information on historic sites
and history of the county. Files at the Fulton County Environment and Community Development
Department and at the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia DNR were reviewed for information
on historic resources in the area.
II. Field Survey
All of the roads in South and Southwest Fulton County were traveled and every site identified on USGS
topographical maps as being constructed in 1956 or earlier, was visited. A Georgia Historic Resources
Survey Form was completed for buildings having a minimum level of historical and architectural
integrity. Historic integrity is the composite of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling
and association. Sites that were inaccessible were not surveyed. Information collected on each surveyed
property included an architectural description of the structure, age, history, location, setting, general
condition, integrity, significance and if the structure was threatened.
USGS topographical maps were marked with the location of surveyed properties and at least two blackand-white exposures were made of each surveyed property. Instructions in the Georgia Historic
Resources Survey Manual were carefully followed during all portions of the field survey to ensure a
complete and uniform product.
Completed survey forms were entered into the Historic Preservation Division Survey Database Program.
After all of the surveyed sites were entered, photographs, location maps and site maps were added to each
form. The data was analyzed and sorted in numerous ways. The locations of surveyed sites were mapped
using Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
III. Additional Research and Historic Context
Patrick Sullivan collected and compiled further research of the area during the spring and summer of 2006
as part of an internship for the Graduate level Heritage Preservation Program at Georgia State University.
Working under the supervision of Jessica Lavandier and with Carol Harper of the Chattahoochee Hill
Country Conservancy and Dot Matthews and Nancy Cornell of the Old Campbell County Historical
Society, additional information was gathered concerning the family associations and histories of surveyed
properties. More detailed research was also made regarding the economic and transportation history of the
area. This information was included in the historic context and description of associated property types of
south Fulton County, which was written by Patrick Sullivan in the summer and fall of 2006. This historic
context will be used as part of a Multiple Property Documentation Form for the National Register of
Historic Places for the study area.

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

33

South Fulton Scenic Byways Historic Context

January 2007

I. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
Ballar, Chris, Jennifer Burzynski, Karlan Coleman and Deidre Digrande. "Jones-Yates House National
Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form." Historic Preservation Division - Georgia
Department of Natural Resources, 1996.
Ballar, Chris, et al. "Redwine Plantation National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination
Form." Historic Preservation Division - Georgia Department of National Resources, 1995.
Caldwell, Wilbur W. The Courthouse and the Depot. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2001.
Chapman, George. Chief William McIntosh: A Man of Two Worlds. Atlanta: Cherokee Publishing
Company, 1988.
Cooper, Walter G. The Official History of Fulton County. Spartanburg: The Reprint Company, 1978.
Cothran, James R. Gardens and Historic Plants of the Antebellum South. Columbia: University of South
Carolina Press, 2003.
"Eighth Census of the United States." 1860.
Estill, J.H. Georgia State Gazatteer Business and Planter's Directory 1886-87. Vol. IV. Savannah, GA:
A.E. Sholes Publishers, 1886.
"Fifth Census of the United States." 1830.
Fulton County Georgia Soil Survey. Edited by U.S. Department of Agriculture. Washington D.C.:
Government Printing Office, 1958.
Greer, Fred. "There Was Once a Campbell County." Georgia Life, Autumn 1978.
Greer, Freed. "Campbell County Voters Approve a Merger with Fulton County in 1931." Old Campbell
County Commentary - 1977 Newsletter of Old Campbell County Historical Society (1977).
Hemperley, Marion R. "The Ferries of Fulton County." In Marion R. Hemperley Papers Collection from
the University of Georgia Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library. Athens, GA, 1968.
Henley Campbell, Allen Davis, Jim Lassiter. "History of Campbellton 1828-1961." Paper presented at the
Civil War Centennial Celebration May 27, 1961.
"Historic Lodge Renovated." South Fulton Neighbor, June 9 1982.
Hudson, Charles. The Southeastern Indians. Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976.
Kennett, Lee. Marching Through Georgia. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1995.
Kenneth H. Thomas, Jr. "John F. Beavers National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination
Form." Historic Preservation Division - Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 1984.
Lavandier, Jessica. "Fulton County Historic Resources Survey - South and Southwest Fulton." Fulton
County Environment and Community Development Department, 1998.
Perryman, Margaret. "I Like Old Campbellton." Georgia Life, Winter 1966.
———. "Roaming around Rico." Georgia Life, Spring 1976, 34-35.
Sherwood, Adiel. A Gazetteer of Georgia. 3rd. ed. Washington City: P. Force, 1837.
Smith, Judy. "Rico United Methodist Church - One Hundred Years. A History of the Church and Her
People." 2002.
Smith, Lee Nora. "A History of Providence Baptist Church 1852-2002."
"South Fulton Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan." Fulton County Department of Public Works Transportation Division, 1998.
"Tenth Census of the United States." 1880.
"Thirteenth Census of the United States." 1910.
"Twelfth Census of the United States." 1900.

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

34

South Fulton Scenic Byways Historic Context

January 2007

Maps
Anthony Finley Co. Map of Georgia, 1839
George Cram Railroad and County Map of Georgia, 1885
Hudgins’ Map of Georgia. 1915
Phillips, W., Map of Campbell County Made by the Authority of the State, Map, 1870.
S. Augustus Mitchell Map of Georgia, 1846
State Highway Department of Georgia, Division of Highway Planning, Fulton County, Georgia, Map,
1966.
United States Coast Survey, 1865
United States Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service, Soil Associations of Fulton County,
Georgia, Map, 1958. Sheet # 33-35, 39-41 and 44-45.
United States Geological Survey, Topographic Map of Marietta, Georgia, Map, 1901 (reprinted 1932).
United States Geological Survey, Topographic Map of Palmetto, Georgia, Map, 1954.
United States Geological Survey, Topographic Map of Villa Rica, Georgia, Map, 1958.

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

35

South Fulton Scenic Byways Historic Context

January 2007

APPENDIX A
Historic Resources Survey Forms

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

36

South Fulton Scenic Byways Historic Context

January 2007

APPENDIX B
National Register Properties and Districts

Fulton County Environment and Community Development Department

37

