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Dot and T.E. Stephens 
 Introduction 

Dorothy and Thomas Earl Stephens live in the Rico Community in Chattahoochee Hills, GA. 
They met at a Cake Walk (a community social where cakes were awarded as prizes) in 1941 in 
the building that is now Chattahoochee Hills City Hall. They married in 1942 and raised four 
children – Elaine, Tommy, Nina, and Nancy.  
 
Dorothy is known to family and friends as Dot. She was born June 15, 1923 and grew up in 
Newnan, GA, in a modern home that had indoor plumbing, electricity, and rest room facilities. 
Dot moved to Rico with her family in 1941. 
 
Thomas Earl is known to family and friends as T.E. He was born July 15, 1921 in Rico and was 
raised on the family farm on Upper Wooten Rd, east of Rico Rd. As an adult, T.E. worked as a 
pipe fitter and later joined the Seabees, the Construction Battalions (CBs) of the United States 
Navy, and served during WWII. 
 
Dot and T.E. have been civic leaders in the community most all of their adult lives. They both 
served as officers in the Rico Civics Club and helped the community by raising funds and 
support to pave the roads, install telephone service, make improvements to the community 
center, and raise funds for students to go to Washington D.C.  
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Dot and T.E. Stephens (2009) Dot and T.E. Stephens celebrate their anniversary (c. 2002)
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T.E.'s father on the family farm (April 9, 1944)T.E. (left) on the family farm 

T.E. age c. 10~12 Dot in front of her childhood home in Newnan

T.E. and Dot Stephens T.E. and Dot Stephens 
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Stephens Family Photo 

Pictured front row left to right: 
Tommy, Nancy, Nina. 
 
Pictured back row left to right: 
Elaine, Dot, T.E. 
 

Stephens Family Photo in front of Dot and T.E.'s home 

Stephens Family Photo
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Track 1 About the Chatt Hills Oral History Project 

 
Overview 00:00 

Laurie Searle (LS) Welcome to the Chattahoochee Hills Oral History Project. The project is an 
effort to connect our past with our present through the sharing of stories.  
 
Each oral history is conducted using a conversational style of interview to give the audience the 
sense of sitting around a kitchen table, listening to their neighbors talk about the good old days.  
 
Each project includes: 

• Index with an overview of the interview 
• Digital audio recording of the interview 
• Transcription of the interview 
• Photographs and references 

 
About the Subjects 00:38 

The interview subjects have a strong connection to our community. They may have grown up 
here, come here later in life, or only lived here for a short time, but one thing is for certain – they 
love the community. 
 
About the Interviewers 00:53 

The interviewers are members of the Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society. We are not 
professional historians; however, we have a passion for preserving and sharing the history of our 
community.  
 
About the Audio Recording 01:06 

The digital audio for the oral histories are available on the Chattahoochee Hills Historical 
Society Web site: www.chattahoocheehillshistoricalsociety.org. (See: Collections>Oral 
History>Dot and T.E. Stephens). They are also available on loan via CD at the Rico Community 
Library.  
 

About the Copyright 01:25 

The Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society owns all materials associated with the Chatt Hills 
Oral History Project. The public may use the material to learn about our history and may 
reproduce one copy per person without written permission or charge. No materials may be 
further reproduced for private or commercial use without the express written permission of the 
Chattahoochee Hills Historical Society.   
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Track 2 THE JEFFERSON HOTEL 

 00:00 

Laurie Searle (LS): Today is September 25, 2009 and I’m at the home of Dot and T.E. Stephens 

in the Rico Community of Chattahoochee Hills, Georgia. My name is Laurie Searle, and I’ll be 

asking the Stephens’ some questions about growing up in this area and about their work in the 

community’s civic club. The interview begins with Dot describing a picture hanging in her 

dining room of the Jefferson Hotel in Richmond, VA.  

 00:30 

(LS): I want you to tell me the story about that drawing you have hanging up there.  

 00:32 

Dot: Well T.E. got one leave; no he got two leaves when he went in service. He got one that’s in 

March. He was getting out of boot came in Williamsburg. So he wrote me to meet him in 

Richmond. Well, we didn’t have a name of the hotel, all we knew was he was right there at 

Richmond and he didn’t have time enough to come home. So he wrote me and told me to meet 

him in Richmond and for me to check into the motel and he’d find me. 

 When I got to Richmond, it was full of service people because so many service people 

were on furloughs. So when I got to Richmond I went to the Jefferson (hotel) and I got off the 

elevator off the top of the stairs and there was a balcony all the way around.  So I stepped out on 

that balcony to see, and T.E. was down in this sea of white sailor caps and I spotted him in that 

crowd and he spotted me. And that’s how we met in Richmond. 

 02:05 

LS: And what’s the name of the hotel? 

 02:10 

Dot: The Jefferson. That hotel’s always meant a lot to me. So my son-in-law (my granddaughter 

married), she married an artist. And so one Christmas, he did that painting for me (it’s a 

drawing). He went over there and made pictures and he gave that to us for Christmas one year. 

 02:40  

LS: And tell me what year it was that you and T.E. met up (in Richmond)? 

 02:45 

Dot: It was 1942. (Later Dot recalls the year was 1943.) 
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Track 3 MEETING AT THE CAKE WALK 

 00:00 

LS: Tell me how you met. 

 00:04 

Dot: At a Cake Walk. It was a school event.   

 00:08 

LS: Up at the corner there?   

 00:10 

Dot: No it was where city hall is. It was just a little four room school then.  

 00:20 

LS: So you both lived in the community? 

 00:23 

Dot: Yes. I had moved up here from Newnan (Georgia) in January of 1941 but he was already 

living up here.  

 00:30 

TE: I’ve been here 80 years.  

 00:38 

LS: Where did you grow up?  

 00:40 

TE: I grew up on a farm. 

 00:42 

Dot: Over there where the road is closed now, by the softball field. It came out way over yonder 

(by Cochran Mill Park). 

 01:05 

LS: Upper Wooten Rd is what it was called. (Looking at a topographical map, you can see that 

Upper Wooten Rd used to run from Rico Rd, through what is now Cochran Mill Park, out to 

Cochran Mill Rd. Today, a portion of Upper Wooten Rd is now privately owned.)   

 01:07 

Dot: My brother (Bill) and I walked up to the Cake Walk and I met him (T.E.).  
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Track 4 T.E. JOINS THE SERVICE 

 00:00  

LS: Have you always lived here as a married couple? 

 00:04 

Dot: After he came back from WWII. He served two and a half years. Elaine wasn’t born… He 

went in service, they called him in March and she was born in October. And he didn’t see her 

until she was two years, one month, and three days. 

 00:28  

LS: What branch of service were you in? 

 00:35 

TE: I was in the Marines then, but I was in the Navy Reserves working in Tampa as a pipe fitter 

in the Navy yard there, and we’ll start off there. And I worked there and got a deferment. I didn’t 

want to go in as a buck private, you know. I heard about this Navy Reserves that you could go in 

as a pipe fitter. And I was a first class pipe fitter you know. There was about 10 of us that went to 

Jacksonville and got sworn in after we heard about it and signed up for it. So I went in as a first 

class petty officer. I went in with a good rating, you know. And you got 20 percent on top of that 

for being overseas. 

 01:30 

LS: That’s a pretty good deal, not to have to go in as a slick sleeve. But to not see your first baby 

until she’s two years old, that’s something! 

 01:47 

TE: Yes, I was 21 years old when I got married.  (Dot was 19). 
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Track 5 WEDDING DAY 

 00:00 

TE: I told my boss man in the Navy yard, I said, I got to go to Rico, back to Georgia, to see 

about some property,  I’m going to get married (T.E. joked).   

 00:10  

Dot: We married at the courthouse. We were going to get married at Palmetto Methodist Church, 

but he was having to make such a quick trip up here and back, we didn’t have time, so we went 

to the courthouse in Newnan and got married.  We had more people there than we would have 

had a church because at that time we were still well known in Newnan. So when people saw us 

going into the courthouse, they knew something was going on because my Daddy had to go with 

us to sign for me to get married.  

 People were at the porch around the courthouse, people were looking in the windows and 

the hall and everything, we had a crowd of people. 

 And then we road an all-night train, taking us all night and part of the next day to get 

back to Tampa. The train had wooden seats and a straight up back. And we didn’t have a pillow 

or anything. And that’s where we spent our wedding night.  

 

Track 6 BIRTH OF FIRST CHILD 

 00:00 

LS: When you had your children, which hospital did you use? 

 00:09  

Dot: Elaine was born at home with Dr. Tanner at my mother’s home. 

 00:52  

TE: I wasn’t here then. (T.E. was in the military.) There was a Red Cross girl, she had to crawl a 

half of mile or better to tell me I had a baby girl. I’ll never know whether she got back or not, 

because we couldn’t even get out of our foxholes. And she crawled a half a mile or better to tell 

me, I had a baby girl. That was in Guadalcanal, during our first invasion. I was with the Marines 

then.  
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Track 7 LIVING IN RICO 

 00:00 

Dot: We moved out here in January 1941 and everything was a dirt road. The only thing paved 

close around was Hutcheson Ferry Rd and it had just been paved by the CCCs (Civilian 

Conservation Corps) through the government. And he worked for them for a while. Because it 

was a depression then like you’ve never seen. 

 00:27 

LS: I bet the roads weren’t nice gravel roads like they are now. 

 00:32 

Dot: They weren’t nice gravel roads, they were dirt.   

 00:34 

LS: So when it rained, it turned into a big old muddy mess, right?    

 00:38 

Dot: Over where Ken Langley lives (on Campbellton Redwine Rd, north of Rico Rd) our 

preacher, if it had rained (Rev. Langley was our pastor) and every time it would rain, and he 

started up that hill. See, there wasn’t all these other roads that bring you to Rico. There was that 

one (Upper Wooten), and this one (Rico Rd), and Campbellton Redwine, and that’s how you got 

into Rico. My Daddy, he was a politician. He would talk to anyone to get them to do what he 

wanted done.    

 01:14 

LS: Tell me, what is your relationship to Bonnie Goode’s father? 

 01:19  

Dot: That’s my brother, Bill Melear. 

 01:25 

TE: She’s got another brother who runs a barbecue place over on 85 in Fayetteville (Georgia). 

 01:35 

Dot: But he got the roads paved, he got the telephone service out here. 

 01:38 

TE: Me and him were the only ones to have a telephone here in Rico.  

 01:40 

LS: I heard that. Bonnie (Goode) has a picture of her talking on the first phone in Rico. 
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 01:50 

Dot: I used to have one of those little insulator things that go on the top of the telephone pole and 

I kept it when the school up here closed. It was open for a little while after we moved out here. 

 The little black children had to walk to Palmetto. And so as he (her father) went to work, 

he was running the barbecue place, he and Mamma would go to work, they would pick them up 

and they would ride in the back seat or in the truck or whatever they were in and take them to 

Palmetto to school. And he said this is ridiculous, I’m going up and get a school bus. So he got 

the school bus to run out here for the little African American children. That was just a few of the 

major things out here.  

 02:44 

LS: Now you all lived here before electricity came, didn’t you? 

 02:48 

Dot: No, it came in about a year or two before. It came in the late 30s, I think. 

 03:04 

TE: We didn’t have any electricity (growing up). They didn’t have any electricity where I lived.  

 03:12 

LS: It took a while to get up there then. 

 03:16 

Dot: All we had, now I came out of Newnan where we had a bathroom, we had everything, and 

nice looking pictures and everything. We moved out here and there was just a string with a bulb 

hanging down for your light. It was very primitive.  

 03:33 

LS: And what about your restrooms, your washrooms? They were outside? 

 03:41 

Dot:  (She laughs). We have seen a lot of changes.  

 03:55 

LS: When I had (previously) talked to Joe Smith, he told me they used to have to fill the oil 

lamps because they didn’t have electricity.  

 04:03 

Dot: When we first moved out here, I cried. Just before turning 18. 

 04:10 
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LS: Because you were so used to having all the normal comforts?  

 04:14 

Dot: Yes, we had (in Newnan) paved streets and sidewalks. 

 04:17 

LS: So this was real country. 

 04:20 

Dot: Definitely. 

 04:22 

LS: What about all the trees? Where there as many trees back then? 

 04:25 

Dot: We had more trees. 

 04:30 

LS: And lots of crops that peopled farmed? Did they farm cotton? 

 04:45 

TE: We used to raise cotton. 

 04:49 

LS: Did you have to pick it too? 

 04:54 

TE: Yes. (We’d) Plow all day, and then run to Rico, and back – three miles. We’d plow all day, 

I mean from sun up to sun down. Then we’d run to Rico, us kids, the two of us anyway. We’d 

run to Rico three miles with a nickel, find some egg nests, bring them down there, and we’d get a 

piece of candy.  

 05:35 

LS: And I bet you didn’t have big plow equipment either, I bet you had the hand plows.  

 05:46 

TE: We had to do it all by hand. We didn’t have any tractors.  

 05:49 

LS: Did you have horses or mules to help you? 

 05:52 

TE: We had mules. Well Daddy was a horse trader. On Monday morning he’d go to Fairburn 
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and come back with one or two, they never had a bridle on them, never had nothing on them. 

And by noon time, we were plowing.   

 

Track 8 THE HOUSE 

 00:00  

LS: Did you all have ice boxes back then or did you have regular refrigerators?   

 00:05  

Dot: We had ice boxes.  

 00:45 

LS: So did somebody come through with those big ice cubes? 

 00:13 

TE: We had an ice man come through every once a week. 

 00:16 

Dot: This is the original part of this house. You see this house is over 100 years old. This was 

my kitchen. It was much smaller then because we had this wall moved over so I’d have room for 

my cabinets. And my ice box sat right here. And you had a pan under it. If you didn’t have a big 

pan, you had water on the floor. And we had kerosene stove over here, and in that corner we had 

a little two-eye burner. And between that and my kerosene stove, that’s what I had to cook on.  

 01:07  

TE: And that’s where we had our first hot water. We had a coil in the heater that furnished 

water, and nobody else in Rico had hot water.  

 01:18 

LS: So you were the first with hot water too, huh?  

 01:20 

TE: We were the first with hot water. And we had a (security) light out here. That was the first 

security light in Rico and on this side of the River. It cost $7 a month, and it’s still $7 a month 

and they keep it up, you know. 
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Track 9 RICO  CEMETERY 

 00:00 

LS: People wanted me to ask you if you knew anything about the cemetery that’s across the 

street (on Rico Rd across from the softball field).  

 00:09 

Dot: Well that cemetery was already there when we moved out here. My Daddy’s property 

included that cemetery. And so when they paved Rico Rd, they wanted to straighten it out so 

Daddy swapped property and that cemetery had a lot of big tall tombstones, but I don’t 

remember any of the names. And it was called Piney Woods, just like that one on beyond where 

John (Smith’s) Store is (on Kite Rd). People stole the tombstones. I don’t know whether there’s 

any at all in there now. 

 00:48 

LS: There’s just a few. Was it a community cemetery or was it attached to a church? 

 00:54 

Dot: As far as I know it was (a community cemetery) there wasn’t a church there. See I was 18 

years old when we moved out here. 

 01:01 

LS: Those two houses weren’t there either so it must have just been open fields.  

 01:09 

Dot: It was just fields. Like I said there was the house on the corner and our house and then there 

wasn’t another until you got past where Mary France (White) lives. Her Mamma and Daddy’s 

house was the first one up next to the store (Barns’ Store was across the street from where 

Chattahoochee Hills City Hall now is, on Rico Rd). And Roy, Mary Frances’ Daddy, owned that 

store. 

 01:27 

TE: My sister and her husband owned all that before Roy (Barns) bought it.  

 01:33 

Dot: And that old house the other side of the store is where they lived. And that was his family’s 

home place.  

 01:45 

TE: Aunt Ida was his Mamma and Aunt Fanny was his aunt. They lived there in that house.   
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Track 10 DANCING, EGG BOILING, AND PRACTICAL JOKES 

 00:00  

LS: Look, Dot’s got a picture of Cochran Mill. 

 00:05 

Dot: A friend painted that. 

 00:08  

LS: Is that how you remember it? 

 00:12 

Dot: Yes, that’s it. And there was a house built out there in the middle of the lake. We used to, 

after there was nobody living in it, we had no dates. A gang of us young people would just get 

together and we’d go out there and have dances. We’d have someone around to play the fiddle 

and we’d have dances. And we used to have egg boiling. 

 00:39 

LS: Tell me about your egg boiling down on the River.  

 00:42 

Dot: Well, just a bunch of us would get together. Everybody brought eggs, if they had them. And 

we’d go down to the river and take a can, and light a fire and just boil eggs in them. And we 

called them “egg boiling.”  

 It was a fun time back then. You didn’t have to have plans. You didn’t have to have these 

elaborate parties. We had watermelon cuttings. And some of the boys would go to the fields and 

get watermelons. And so one night, Rocky’s Daddy (Earl Reeves) we were down there in some 

of his fields. Mr. Reeves said he was going get us. So one night we were out there, and they were 

just making a racket and just pulling jokes, the boys were.   

 01:33 

TE: Claude Bryant lived up there on the hill, there’s no house there now, there’s trees there, 

that’s where they lived. So we went down there one night to get some ribbon cane. And Claude 

Bryant had a coarse voice. And Earl shot up over our heads and old Claude said, “Oh, I’m shot, 

Oh, I’m shot.” Well they didn’t find Earl for two weeks. He stayed in a cave across the road from 

him, from where Rocky (Reeves) lives. He stayed in a cave over there for two weeks. He didn’t 

come to the store or nothing.    

 02:17 
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LS: He was just playing a practical joke? It’s funny. 

 02:27 

TE: It’s funny now, but it wasn’t real funny then. I won’t ever forget it.  

 

 

 

Track 11 THE RICO CIVIC CLUB 

 00:00 

TE: On the Civics Club, I was president and she was vice present. 

 00:05 

Dot: It was the other way around (she laughs). 

 00:15 

TE: It met at the school house (where Chattahoochee Hills City Hall is now) where she was 

dietitian and drove the bus, the only bus that Rico had. So we’d have our meetings in the dining 

room in there, and everyone in the community was there.  

 00:30 

Dot: They had closed the school by that time. 

 00:36 

TE: They wanted to do away with the old part of the school. 

 00:40 

Dot: No honey, the county didn’t want to do anything with the old school. It was in bad shape 

and had leaks and such. And we were on to them to open it and let us use it for a recreation 

center or something like that. Well we got the library started. 

 01:24 

TE: Me and her were in charge of the Civic Club and we had the county commissioners down. 

They wanted to do away with the old part of the school house, but we didn’t want to give in. 

Then they wanted to build us a new building on this triangle of land the county owned (by the 

Parkway). We said no, we’ve got a building. So we finally wound up getting a new top put on it. 

And that saved the city a lot of money. What we got done.  

 02:15 

LS: How long ago do you think that was? 
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 02:19 

Dot: It’s been a long time. 

 02:33 

TE: We got the building renovated inside, floors, lights, ceiling and painted inside (when it was 

turned into a recreation building). We got the whole inside renovated – a new top put on it – 

which saved the city a lot of money. If you’d have to done all that, it would have cost you a lot of 

money, because that’s a big top. 

 02:58 

Dot: And we’re the ones that got the county to buy this property out here for the ball field.  

 03:08 

LS: Because that was adjoining your father’s property.  

 03:13 

TE: Mr. Lloyd has his name put on it. 

 03:20 

Dot: I’m so glad that they finally put something up for Bill (a portion of South Fulton Parkway 

was named for Bill Melear). 

 03:24 

TE: Well we got all that done with the school house before we gave up the Civics Club. That’s 

about it. 

 03:35 

LS: Well I just guess we need to make you honorary lifetime members of the Chattahoochee 

Hills Civic Club since you were the founders of it in the community.    

 

Track 12 POLITICAL LEADERS 

 00:00  

DOT: You know Judge Sears? (Leah Ward Sears is the former Chief Justice of the Georgia 

Supreme Court. When she was first appointed as justice in 1992, she became the first African-

American female Chief Justice in the United States.) We had a meeting of the Civic Club. We 

met out here in this building on the corner out here (which is now the Scout Hut), and it was in 
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the summer time. We invited the candidates that were running for office. Right out there is where 

she gave her first campaign speech. See where she is today. 

 00:20 

LS: A lot of great people come through Rico, huh?  

 00:22  

Dot: My Daddy had, I don’t know how many big shots, or big dogs, down here to speak to the 

Civic Club. 

 00:33  

LS: And I heard that Bill Melear (Dot’s brother) had a lot to do with the South Fulton Parkway.  

 00:38 

Dot: That’s right. Bill worked really hard and he was on the telephone a lot. 

 00:45  

LS: The Parkway has just made the difference in opening up our community to Atlanta so people 

can work there and live here. 

 00:55  

TE: There’s a whole page (in our scrapbook) about Bill and the Parkway. He was president of 

the civic club. (See appendix.) 

 01:00 

Dot: You know he had taken over the barbecue place from Daddy a few years before that. But 

Bill, you know, we never would have the Parkway if it wasn’t for Bill.  

 01:12 

LS: Well that’s so neat that they named that little section after him. 

 01:18 

Dot: T.E. and I met with Michael Hightower back then (Fulton County Commissioner). And 

Michael and T.E. and I, and someone else I’ve forgotten, we met with Joey Byrd up at the office 

one Saturday morning. Joey come to me and told me, “We need to get something going to 

remember and honor him (Bill Melear). This was before Bill died, way before he died. We went 

to the Atlanta Regional Commission down on the north side of town. We went up there one day 

and got a hold of the people (working on South Fulton Parkway) and said, “We want something 

done. Bill’s done so much on that road we want it named for him.” (The section of South Fulton 

Parkway from Rivertown Rd to Cochran Mill Rd is now named after Bill Melear).  
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Track 13 ADVICE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 00:00 

LS: What would you tell new people who would want to come and live here today?  

 00:05  

Dot: Have a lot of love. And never fight over money. Money causes more divorce. What you 

have share it. I don’t buy anything without his approval, and he does not buy anything without 

my approval.   

 00:31  

LS: It looks like a lot of people just go off and do excessive stuff when they really have 

everything they need.  

 00:39  

Dot: Be ready to make an adjustment to your life when you marry. You’re a pair, you’re not 

single. And you have to remember that. So many people rush into marriage.     

 00:57 

LS: It’s a partnership, isn’t it? 

 00:59  

Dot: It is, it’s got to be.    

 

  

 

***End of Interview with Dot and T.E.*** 
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BILL MELEAR IS HONORED AS ADVOCATE FOR SOUTH FULTON PARKWAY  

 

At long last, South Fulton Parkway is complete 
The Citizen.com: http://www.thecitizen.com/node/7991 
Mon, 07/03/2006 - 8:06 a.m. By: Ben Nelms 
 

It was quite the occasion. An endless list 
of South Fulton civic and political leaders, 
residents and guests took their places at 
the intersection of Rivertown Road and 
South Fulton Parkway June 29 for the 
grand opening of the South Fulton 
Parkway.  
 
Also attending were family members of 
decades‐long parkway advocate, Bill 
Melear, who was honored during the 
ceremony and again after the ribbon 
cutting that opened the parkway. A sign 
marking the Bill Melear Parkway was 
unveiled along the roadway at the end of the ceremony.  
 
The ceremony marked the completion of phase 5 of the 20‐mile parkway, extending the four‐lane 
portion of the highway from Rivertown Road to Cochran Mill Road. Already four lanes from I‐285 to 
Rivertown Road, the completion of the $4.9 million phase 5 that began in 2003 extends those four lanes 
even further toward Douglas County.  
 
Playing off Commissioner Bill Edwards constant mantra that “Good things are happening in South 
Fulton,” Cliftondale Community’s Bruce Moody told the large audience that “great things are now 
happening.” Smiling in response, Edwards later said South Fulton is a jewel and we are not going to give 
it away. Edwards and others thanked the family of Bill Melear for attending, noting Melear’s unrelenting 
insistence that the parkway be built. That accomplishment, reflective of Edwards’ statement, does not 
come without other realizations inherent in the political and development landscape that now exists in 
metro Atlanta. 
 
“We promised we would protect the parkway,” said South Fulton Concerned Citizens’ Sandra Hardy. 
“And that promise will continue.” 
 
More of the parkway’s history was provided by Palmetto Mayor Clark Boddie and Fairburn Mayor Betty 
Hannah.  
 
“It used to be referred to as the road to nowhere. Now it’s the road to everywhere,” Boddie said. 
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Even for those unfamiliar with the area or the parkway’s history, it was obvious that the occasion was 
significant. Fulton County Fire Department Color Guard set the tone for other speakers, including Fulton 
County Commissioner Rob Pitts, Georgia Dept. of Transportation’s Angela Parker, Bill Davenport with 
South Fulton Parkway Alliance, Chattahoochee Hills’ Steve Nygren and South Fulton Chamber of 
Commerce President and CEO Leslie Hamrick. 
 
“This opens the highway to prosperity and development,” said Pastor Warren Henry, Fulton County 
Chaplain. 
 
The plan to construct the South Fulton Parkway was adopted in 1979 by Atlanta Regional Commission as 
a part of the 1975 Regional Development Plan to guide the growth of South Fulton. Constructed in five 
phases beginning in 1989, the project had a total cost of $44.5 million. The parkway continues past 
Cochran Mill Road as a two‐lane highway, entering Douglas County at the Chattahoochee River. 
 

# # # 

 


