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WATKINS FAMILY CEMETERY 

Laurie Searle ● April 21, 2018 

 

The Benjamin T. Watkins Cemetery is 

located on the south side of Hutcheson 

Ferry Rd, approximately 0.5 mile east of 

Sardis Rd and Sardis Baptist Church.  

The cemetery is on private property. 

Photos taken in the early 2000s show at 

least four grave stones and the Benjamin 

T. Watkins military marker (see tomb-

stone survey).  As of 2009, only the 

Watkins military marker remains and it 

appears to have been relocated to the  

SE corner of a fenced-in corral.  

 

Benjamin Templeton Watkins was born July 4, 1797. He was 

drafted into the Georgia military in 1818 and fought in the 

Seminole Wars. In 1825 he married Hannah Lassetter 

(March 10, 1809-December 2, 1851), possibly a descendant 

of a Cherokee Indian, and they both moved to Campbell 

County, Georgia in the 1830s. They had twelve children 

together. In 1838, Benjamin T. Watkins was commissioned 

as a captain of the Georgia Volunteers during the Cherokee 

removal in North Georgia and served as the commander of 

Fort Cumming. He died December 2, 1875.  

Source: Benjamin T. Watkins family papers, 1818-1920. 

Emory University Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives, and 

Rare Book Library. 

 

  

The Benjamin T. Watkins military marker 

Benjamin T. Watkins 
Source: Ancestry.com 
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CEMETERY SURVEY 

Laurie Searle ● April 21, 2018 

 

1. Location 

a) Name of cemetery: Watkins Family Cemetery 

b) County: Fulton 

c) Specific location: 11470 Hutcheson Ferry Rd, Chattahoochee Hills, GA 30268, 
approximately 0.5 miles east of Sardis Church Rd. 
Watkins military marker is located in the SE corner of the corral that is located on the 
east side of the barn. 

d) USGS Topographic Map Quadrangle: 

e) Cemetery Coordinates: Latitude: - 084.764472 w Longitude: 33.526788 

f) Cemetery number on map: 

2. Property Owner 

a) Name:  Flying Spurs LLC 
b) Registered Agent: Joe Meyer 
c) Property Parcel ID: 08 150000840153 

d) Mailing Address:  255 Peachtree Battle Ave NW, Atlanta, GA 30305 

e) Phone:  f) Email 

3. Classification  

a) Public:    Municipal      County      State      Federal   

b) Private:     Family      Church      Fraternal      Other 

c) Status:   Abandoned      Maintained, but not used      Currently being used   

d) Size: Approximately 10x10 fenced in area;  
One military marker. No grave stones. 

e) Type:   American Indian      Black      Slave        White       Unknown  
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4. Accessible to Public  

a)  Unrestricted     b)  Restricted, explain:  Cemetery is on private property 

5. Condition 

a)  Well maintained and preserved b)  Maintained  

c)  Overgrown, easily identifiable d   Overgrown, not easily identifiable   

e) Not identifiable as a burial site, but known to exist through tradition or other means. 
Explain: Early photos show four grave stones in relation to the log cabin. All that 
remains is the Watkins military marker, which appears to have been relocated. 

6. Cemetery Enclosure 

a) Is the cemetery enclosed by a wall, fence, hedge, etc?   Yes     No 

b) State condition of wall, fence, hedge, etc: Fence is in good condition. 

7. Tombstones or Markers 

a) Are stones or markers present?  Yes   No   b) If yes are they inscribed?  Yes    No  

c) Number of readable stones or markers:1        d) Date of last known burial: 1875 

e) Date of earliest known burial: 1875 f) Are there unusual stones? No 

g) Have markers been damaged? Explain: None of the four grave makers in early photos 
exist.  

h) Note any hazards imperiling the cemetery’s existence:  

8. Has this cemetery been listed in an existing published or unpublished cemetery survey: 
None that we know of.   

9. Historical or other special significance of cemetery, if any: This cemetery is of one of the 
earliest settlers in Campbell County.  

10. Any other information:  

Canvasser: Laurie Searle Date: April 21, 2018 

Organization: Chatt Hills History 

Lsearle@bellsouth.net  770-463-5169 
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TOMBSTONE SURVEY 

Laurie Searle ● February 20, 2018 

 

Surname First name DOB DOD Cemetery Location Inscription/Note 

Watkins 
Benjamin 
Templeton 7/4/1797 06/13/1875 Watkins 

SE corner of 
corral 

 
NC Militia. War of 1812. 
Military Marker Only. 

 

The Watkins log home on this property was purchased and relocated in the early 2000s 

by a University of Georgia professor to his farm in Crawford Georgia as part of his 

Georgia Log Cabin project. (See Watkins Log Cabin story)  

Prior to disassembling the cabin, the professor took the following photos of the site 

which show four grave markers and the military marker of Benjamin T. Watkins. As of 

2009, only the military marker remains and it appears to have been relocated to the SE 

corner of a fenced-in corral.  

It is not known who was buried at the other three grave markers. There is mention in 

Professor Rhodes’ photos of slave grave markers. Also it has been said that Watkin’s 

wife, Hannah Lassetter (1809-1851), is buried at this site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1. Watkins log cabin 

2. Barn 

3. Grave markers in 

relationship to the 

cabin and barn. 

4. Grave markers 

marked as “slave 

graves” 

5. Watkins grave 

stone and military 

marker in relationship 

to the other grave 

stones. 

6. Watkins military 

marker 

http://www.chatthillshistory.com/watkins-log-cabin.html
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CEMETERY MAP 
Laurie Searle  April 21, 2018 

 

The Benjamin T. Watkins military marker is located in the SE corner of the corral 

located to the east of the barn. 

 

 

 

  

Benjamin T. Watkins’ military marker 

The military marker is in the center 
of a fenced in area in the SE corner  
of the corral. 
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PHOTOS 
 

 

  

Cemetery has many slab-stone markers 
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DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY 
 

From the intersection of Hutcheson Ferry Rd and Sardis Rd 

1. Head east on Hutcheson Ferry Rd   ................................................................. 0.5 mi 

Cemetery is on the south side of the road. 
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REPORT FOR TAX DIGEST 2018 
 

Tax Year 2018 

Parcel ID 08 150000840153 

Property Address 0 HUTCHESON FERRY RD 

Owner FLYING SPURS LLC  

Mailing Address 
255 PEACHTREE BATTLE AVE NW ATLANTA GA 30305-

4028 
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PROJECT NOTES 
 

04/21/18: Laurie Searle 

2009 – First Survey attempted 

I first visited this site in 2009 with Carole Harper 

(Lassetter), who is a descendant of Hannah Lassetter 

Watkins. Carole said the last time she visited this site 

around 1999 the Watkins log cabin was still standing 

where the chimney is now. She recalls the grave stones 

being to the right of, and in front on the new barn as you 

stand facing it. This would be close to the pasture on the 

right. 

After walking the property, we could not find any of the 

grave stones; however, at a later date I was shown the 

location of the Benjamin T. Watkins military marker in 

the SE corner of the corral.  

During this time I learned that Professor Robert Rhoades 

from the University of Georgia had purchased and 

relocated the Watkins log cabin in the early 2000s to his 

farm in Crawford Georgia as part of his Georgia Log Cabin project.  

Prior to disassembling the cabin, Dr. Rhoades had taken photos of the site, which 

included the cabin and four grave stones. Dr. Rhoades sent me his original film strips of 

the site before he passed away in 2010. 

2018 – Second Survey 

In March 2018 I contacted Dr. Rhoades daughter 

Daniella Rhoades Adams, who had inherited her 

father’s farm and the eight log cabins he had moved 

there and restored. Carole Harper and I visited the farm 

and toured the Watkins log cabin in March 2018. The 

cabin was in excellent condition; however, Daniella 

could not provide any additional information about the 

Watkins grave stones. 

In April 2018, I visited the site in Chatt Hills again with 

Carole Harper and Dan Sanders, who believed he could recall the location of the original 

grave markers. Dan pointed to a different area in the corral as where he recalled the 

Chimney of the Watkins log cabin 
at its original and current site in 
Chatt Hills. 

Watkins log cabin at the Grove Creek 
Farm in Crawford GA. 
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marker being. The marker is currently located in a different place in the corral and we 

did not find any grave stones.  

We would like to place four makers at the site of the Watkins military marker in memory 

of those who were buried at the four grave markers that have gone missing.  

== 

Internet Research 

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/  

Note from Laurie Searle 4/21/18: The above website is currently offline while they solve 

a problem. Once it is back online I will attempt to re-locate this story and its author. 

[NI3113] Benjamin Templeton Watkins (1797-1875)  
Fifth Generation in USA  
Author unknown. 

 
Benjamin is a name which is used over and over in our family. It joins with Robert, 
Moses, Phillip and Reese as the most popular given names in our family. Benjamin, as 
well as the other names listed, are still being used by the family today.  
 
A son of Benjamin, Jefferson McDonald, named a son after Benjamin T., and we have 
relatives living in Texas who are his descendants. The most noteworthy of these is 
Marion Watkins Ball, whose research on our family helped cause my addiction to 
genealogy when I read her materials.  
 
Benjamin was the first child of Moses and Keziah Campbell Watkins. He was born on 
July 4, 1797 in Wilkes, Oglethorpe or Clarke County, GA. (I understand that it was 
possible to have lived in the same house and over a period of 30 years to have lived in all 
three counties. Keziah Campbell remains one of my challenges as to her parentage and 
siblings. There is a book written by Levi Stratton Rice, "The Campbell, Watkins, Barber 
Family" which when found may provide the answers sought.  
 
Benjamin had one sister, Mary, who married a Thomas Angle. There were two brothers, 
Phillip who never married, and Reese Watkins, who married Eleanor Young Harris. 
Many of Reese and Eleanor's descendants are still to be found in the Greater Atlanta 
Area. Some months ago, while researching in the Atlanta Historical Library, I met 
Robert C. Watkins, Jr. He is a great-great-great-grandson of Moses and is about the 
same age as Howard. Since that meeting I have researched this branch of the family and 
they include some illustrious cousins. The most notable being Edgar Watkins who was a 
federal judge.  
 
We believe Benjamin married twice. I have a record of his marrying Elizabeth Caroline 
Center 19 November 1820. Elizabeth died in 1822 without any issue. He then married 
Hannah Lassetter in 1830 in Campbell County. Hannah was the daughter of Benjamin 

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/
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Lassetter who was featured in Vol. I, No. 2. Records show that Benjamin was part 
Indian.  
 
Children of Benjamin T. and Hannah Lassetter Watkins with their spouses follow:  
 
Jefferson McDonald Watkins 1825/1907  
Nancy H. (Watkins) Bryant  
 
Thaddeus Duncan Watkins 1827/1862  
Rebecca (Watkins) Floyd  
 
William Wynn Baggett Watkins 1830  
Julia T. (Watkins) Neal  
 
Permelia Olive Watkins 1832  
 
Emaline Campbell Watkins 1833/1927  
Henry Monroe Head  
 
John Hill Watkins, MD 1836/1903  
Etta Belle (Watkins) Bedell  
 
Julius Cicero Watkins 1838/1927  
Claramond (Watkins) Camp  
 
Louisa Jane Watkins 1840  
 
Sarah Ann Elizabeth Watkins 1842  
Whitefield Attaway  
 
Keziah Mary Ann Watkins 1845  
 
Reese Phillip Watkins 1846/1927  
Alabama Missouri (Watkins) "Bamma" Richards  
 
Robert Orr Watkins 1849/1893  
 
Benjamin Camp Watkins 1850  
 
They had a total of thirteen children, many of whom are buried in Sardis Baptist Church 
Cemetery at Palmetto, Fulton County, GA.  
 
Little is known of Benajmin's boyhood days. Since his father Moses married Elizabeth 
Angle on 7 December 1814 and Reese, the youngest child, was born in 1807, one might 
speculate that Benjamin's mother died when he was in his early teens. It is possible that 
Benjamin traveled to Alabama with his father and Uncle Phillip, as mention of this 
appears in some documents I have read. This trip took place prior to the marriage to 
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Elizabeth and it might have been Benjamin's introduction to the Indian Lands from 
which Coweta, Carroll, Campbell and Douglas Counties were carved.  
Benjamin, in any case, had returned to Oglethorpe County where he married Elizabeth 
Center on 19 November 1820. Less than two years later he was a widower.  
 
A cousin, Paul Marczynski, whom I met on Prodigy, provided me with information 
which proved that Bengu (Benjamin) was one of the first settlers of the 8th District, 
Coweta County, GA. This move by Benjamin was after the death of Elizabeth Center and 
probably was around 1824-25. While the documentation necessary to prove this 
conjecture has not yet surfaced, I believe the land upon which he settled was located on 
County Line Road which eventually became a part of Campbell County.  
 
Benjamin was a man of many interests. He was a farmer, land speculator, and Justice of 
the Peace. Many records exist that show he officiated at numerous marriages. Likewise, 
there are records of where he settled disputes, recorded land purchases and certainly 
was a man of prominence. Recently we have discovered that he was a veteran of The 
War of 1812.  
A metal marker so designating him as a War of 1812 veteran has been found near his 
tombstone.  
 
One record I have is a map showing land owned by Benjamin which seemed to begin at 
Goodes and ran down both sides of Hutchinson Ferry Road to the Chattahoochee River. 
I have decided to include this map in this edition. In the copy of Benjamin's Will you will 
note that he left land to only Keziah Ann and John Hill. Perhaps the reason no other 
children are listed is that Benjamin had already given land to them.  
 
In Savannah there is a man named William Watkins Byram. He and I both are members 
of Rotary and have become friends. When we first met I asked where he had gotten such 
an outstanding middle name. He said he was named after his greatgrandmother, Lola 
Watkins. My next question was where she was born. He stated Palmetto, GA. Imagine 
his surprise when I stuck out my hand, called him cousin, and told him why! His great-
great-grandfather was John Hill Watkins, MD, one of the two children mentioned in 
Benjamin's Will.  
 
An interesting addition to this story is that the mother of the second wife of Basell 
Smith, Margaret Amanda Atchison, was Dicey Byram. Dicey was the daughter of James 
Byram who is William W. Byram's great-great-grandfather. So we are cousins on both 
sides.  
 
There remains a great deal of research that needs to be done on Benjamin T. As was the 
case with some of his forebears, we have not been able to find if he were a church 
member. We have been able to determine that he was a relatively wealthy man for his 
day. Only one other person is listed as being worth more than Benjamin in a mid-1800 
census. So far no Will has been found for Moses Watkins so we do not know if Benjamin 
inherited anything from his father.  
 
Amazing, isn't it. A man without much of anything other than a desire to become could 
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during his lifetime with his wife raise 13 outstanding children, earn a reputation as a fair 
and honorable man, and amass what was a fortune for his day.  
 
Benjamin T. Watkins is buried behind the barn on property presently owned by the 
children of Phillip Watkins. Property located on Hutchison Ferry Road, near Sardis 
Baptist Church about six miles from Palmetto.  

 

http://www.txnorthern.com/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I02651&tree=0001  

 

http://www.societyofthewarof1812.org/ 

 

 

Genealogy  

http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0001/g0000048.html  

Benjamin T. Watkins (1797-1875). wife Hannah Lassetter *1809-1851) 

Son:  Reese Phillip Watkins (1846/1927). wife Alabama Missouri (Watkins) "Bamma" 

Richards  

Son:  Phillip Reese Watkins (27 June 1881 – 11 Sep 1965). Wife Mary Frances Peek. 

 MARRIAGE: 19 Oct 1901, Campbell County, GA (Fulton)  

1.  Myrtle Lee WATKINS  
2.  John Cicero WATKINS  
3.  Eunice WATKINS  
4.  Thomas Reese WATKINS  
5.  Sarah Bama WATKINS  
6. +Crystell Estelle WATKINS  
7.  Irene WATKINS  
8.  William Phillip WATKINS  

 

Watkins Family History 

http://www.watkinsfhs.net/ 

 

http://www.txnorthern.com/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I02651&tree=0001
http://www.societyofthewarof1812.org/
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0001/g0000048.html
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0001/g0000007.html#I6551
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0002/g0000007.html#I6552
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0005/g0000007.html#I6555
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0002/g0000097.html#I3023
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0000/g0000007.html#I6550
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0005/g0000091.html#I6546
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0003/g0000007.html#I6553
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watkinsy/gedcom/d0001/g0000098.html#I3029
http://www.watkinsfhs.net/

