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Welcoming Neighbors from Cedar Grove 

Meet Fran, Dan, and Zack Whitley 
Chatt About Community Newsletter – May 2017  

By: Laurie Searle 

It’s Tuesday night in Chatt Hills and the parking lot is filled to 
the brim at the Cedar Grove Recreation Center. Folks are 
ambling in with their musical instruments, giving Ruth West a 
head nod as she writes their name in first-come first-up 
order on the open mic list. In the back of the room, 
neighbors greet each other while helping their plates with 
homemade mac & cheese and BBQ from the pot luck buffet. 

In the third row from the back, I see Zack Whitley, a young 
man with a talent that matches the size of his cowboy hat 
(it’s big, really big)!  While he’s waiting his turn to play, I ask 
Zack and his parents, Fran and Dan, to share their story.  

When did Zack start playing the guitar? 
Fran: Zack started taking an interest in music when he was 
three-years old, then he started taking guitar lessons when 
he turned eight. Dan said he’d bring him to Cedar Grove as 
soon as he could play a song on the guitar. About a month 
later, Zack stepped up to the mic at Cedar Grove and played,  
“I Saw the Light.”  

What inspired Zack at such a young age? 
Zack: When I was little, I asked my Dad if we were going to 
Hollywood. He said no, we’re going to Nashville. Seeing and 
hearing all of those Nashville musicians clinched it for me.  When I was in the 6th grade I made up my mind I wanted to 
be a professional. I told my mom, if you homeschool me, we can go back and forth to Nashville.  

What are some of the groups Zack has played with since his debut at Cedar Grove? 
Zack – I’ve played with Mark Sellers at Tootsie's Orchid Lounge; the Country Pride band at Hollonville Opry House, and 
the Williamson Music Barn. In Nashville I’ve done nine T.V. shows and played with Nashville guitarist David Langley.  

What’s it like for you living in Chatt Hills? Can you share a story? 
Fran: Dan & I grew up in this area; we were high school sweethearts. Living in the country, I never expected to see 
people from all over the world. But TomorrowWorld brought them right to my front yard, and it was GREAT!   

Dan: I grew up on Hearn Rd. My family was a part of the Goodes community. My grandfather was one of the five men 
who helped build New Hope Church. As for a story. . . Do you know Skoot Rainey (Willie Guy Rainey)? He was a character 
of sorts and a local musician who lived down on Rico Rd when I was a kid. After school a bunch of us would go by his 
house and ask him to sing us a song. He said, “You got a beer? I’ll sing if you’ve got a beer.” Somehow or another, like 
teenagers do, we managed to conjure up a beer and got old Skoot to sing a song. 

Zack – I love it here. In addition to my music, I’m active in theater in Tyrone. One of the plays we just did was “Into the 
Woods.” I’ve also acted in a few plays at Serenbe. But when it comes to music, Cedar Grove is my family. 

To hear Zack and other local musicians, visit Cedar Grove Rec Center, 9285 Cedar Grove Rd, Tuesday nights at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Proud parents Fran & Dan and their 14-year-old son Zack Whitley  
are long-time residents. They live and play in the Cedar Grove 
Community, in the area that recently joined the City of Chatt Hills.  


